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TO 
TbB MOST NOBLI 



JOHN, DUKE OF ATHOLL, K.T. 

^Ct ^^» ^fff* 



Mir Lord Dtmis> 

Hie interedt %hicti your Gtttce has evlst t«kell in 
the welftire bf the British Na?y^ Would induce auy writer 
to ^xt)eet your Grace's condescension in perusing th^ 
menioil* o^ a brave officer i but the repeated attt of 
kindness which I have experienced at yout handsi givtS 
me the strongest grounds for hoping that the pagei 
which I hate now the honour of dedicating to your 
Grace, will nbt be looked upon with an un&Toumble or 
an indifierent eye. * 

It is not, however, ^y.the liberality displayed by your 
Grace to the merits of Naval officers, that your fume WiB 
idone be perpetuated :-<-large tracts of land, enrichedt 
by your Grace^s public spirit, with upwards 6f thirty 
millions of trees, will call forth the applause of a grateful 
people, as long as the empire shall eni^tl 

It is a satisfaction which may cause even the blood of 
the illustrious House of Murray to beat high, when your 
Grace reflects that the forests which noW shadow the oAce 
naked mountains of your extensive domains— planted in 
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part by the hand of a beloved parent, and since continued 
on a still grander fecale by yourself — ^may hereafter waft 
the British thunder upon their proud timbers, and echo 
back the triumph to their native shades. 

Already has the BXt been ap{)iied-<^afad that fine frigate, 
the AthoU, with several smaller vessels, has been highly 
extolled, both by builders and navigators. And the 
state of the brig '' Larch." which I had the honour of 

! < . - , f 

visiting Ivith your Grace, on her return from a fourtk 

voyage to the Black Sea^ and which was entirely con^ 

•tmcted >ith the timber of Blair Atholl and 'fiunteld^ 

uriA more satisfactory in the leading points of durability/ ' 

than that of any ship of her class which I ever inspected* ' 

"Who but must envy the gratifying feelings of hiha t^fid" 

bas^iitepped the deck of a vessel, the trees for the tWlS-I 

ing bF which he had himself planted ! ; > !>:m5 

^That ybtfr Grace may long enjoy the happiness which ^^ 

such viftuous patriotism produces, and all other t)lessiti^'! 

b6^^ det^erved by your goodness, is the sincere wish 

BxApttcjet6fr ''■■'■'■■ •• '' ^;^-^ 

'"' ■" Hy'Lor^ Duke, >- ^ iiu^x; 



' • '''• '- " tout Grace'i obliged; ^"' '^'"^^ 

• '({ T i •'!* "^And obedient humble servant,*'" '^'^''^ 

vYiLLiAM Henry Smyth. 

^iSf^^'ifei^y^'r'-'" ^^'^'^ -''• ■■■■■-' i=.^- /('/n^lo 
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Tq a nation like the English, which owes so much 
to the valour of its seamen^ the life of a Naval ^ 
Officer will always be acceptable. Such a narra- 
tion seems to be but a just tribute of respect to,, 
those, whose bravery and skill have merited the 
acknowledgment of posterity, by extending th^^ 
pc^e^ and exalting the honour of their country ;. 
and especially to him, whose exploits^ without 
oQboce to any of our heroes, may safely claim. a 
parallel with their most successful achievements. 

A relation of the actions of individuals is at 
once a reward and an encouragement tQ.meritjp. 
and the province of modern BpemcMrs> not being 
restricted, as with the minstrels of yore, to the 
vicissitudes of the greats is well adapted to pre- 
serve d^servin^ characters from the noxious breath 
of envy, and the invidious whisper jof d^raatioQ. 
In describing a personal career, the ptibciples of 
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action should be investigated and carefally de-- 
fined, in order that genuine ardour may be dislSn* 
guished from spurious. Love of glory supports the 
energies drawn forth in battle ; but fortitude is, 
perhaps^ more truly and extensively tried in lin- 
gering blockades and pestilential climates, in the 
noise of many waters, and the darkness of the 
moonless gale ; and, indeed^ in most of the occuiv 
rences incidental to maritime life. But many a 
mediocral man, borne on the tide of ephemeral 
success, is decked with laurels, while others of 
ardent zeal and acknowledged talents pine in 
the intricacies of service, and are scarcely lifted 
above oblivion's surge. Thus it was with the 
subject of this memoir, whose merits, except in 
the navy, were not known as they justly de- 
served ; nor were the rewards he received at all 
Qommensurate with the prosperous results of his 
skill. It is, therefore, an imperious duty to point 
out the claims of deserving individuals to the 
notice of their country ; and to show that, though 
mere chance may confer both riches and popularity, 
abilities only can procure fame. 

As Biography is, of the various kinds of writing,^ 
generally admitted to be that which is most eagerly 
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rs^rm^ tno^t easily applied to the purposes of life^ 
itipsiay he en^ura^ng to the junior officer to be 
kifonnedy that the rank which Csqptain Beaver ob- 
tain^^ was wholly acquired by his own merit. 
With. the sportiveness of youth, he will be found 
to have cherished a zeal to excel ; and to have 
cautiously meditated the path to eminence^ whilst 
he associated with the thoughtless. And although 
the sphere of his usefulness was greatly abridged 
by a premature death, his bright example may 
serve as a beacon to all those who feel the glow 
of conscious worth. 

If Dr. Johnson be right, ^* that there has rarely 
passed a life^ of which a judicious and authentic 
narrative would not be useful," it will be seen that 
Captain Beaver's is certainly not the exception. 
It might have been given in a better dress, by the 
professed scholar, but utility was the great aim ; and 
the whole relation being founded in truth, needs no 
adventitious varnish or embellishment. I therefore 
tru^t ihat if I fail of giving satisfaction, it will be 
rather in circumstantial than essential requisites. 
The general reader may find too many technical 
terms for his taste, and an almost monotonous 
fuccession of battles in the very outset. Yet it 
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miiBiibe remembered, that nothing could 'be ttibrc! 
appropriate^ than extracts from tfie youn^ thiil- f- 
shipm^n^s characteristic descriptions. ' ' '^*' 

The peculiar talent of the French lot point iiig 
phrases, makes many an observation pass current," 
which has but little sterling* value. " Point M' 
heros pour son valet de chambre/* is one of ih'osd ' 
aphorisms which gratify the vanity of conimbh" 
minds, by lowering the standard of human' excel-' 
lence. The behaviour of Beaver in sickness, iri' 
conflict, or in tempest, fully proves the fallacy of '' 
the silly adage ; and displays the broad distinction 
between magnanimity and the bombast of acted 
heroism. Indeed, the more his springs of action 
are investigated^ the more highly must this officer 
be appreciated by the naval community. 

In no profession is a steady and determined ' 
character so necessary as in that of the royal navy." ^ 
The first step upon deck is fraught with instruct' 
tion, and almost before his amazement has sub- 
sided, the sti*iplittg is both tutored into obedience', ^ 
and ^litrusted 'with power. Those alone become '^' 
skilful sfeatfien, who commence their career from " 
childhood: we shall see how early and how" 
dili^eiittj^ (MH* yctrth gqiplied himself to attfiiiii kh 



.GooqIc 



SLi^V^fffie,, kpp^led^e of hws duty, and how solidijr 
juf|gfpe;^t may be strengthened, by the. nator^ 
and easy process of keeping a rational jounjaL , 

^ |^9r is it with the acquisition of the rudiments 
of.payigfationalone^ that the accomplished oflioer 
will be satisfied ; jEbr all the more elevated branches 
of^^^rpnomy, naval architecturoi and namlical 
sQJe^Yice, constitute a part of his knowledge, and 
fit him. njor^ immediately for the developemeni of 
prpmpt r^source^ when occasion may urgently 
dpmgind them* 

,0f courage it is scarcely necessary to speak^ 
fpjT where is the, British seaman without it? 

But SQ various and important are the avocations 
of aa intelligent commander, that it is difficult to, 
define them. At one time, he is seen contending . 
with the fury of the troubled elements ; at another, 
rushing with impetuosity upon the foe ; — now tre^^ 
ing w^th the wily savage; and anon, prescribing 
terqtis of capitulation to the vanquished ig^rri^opp ; 
Every ]S|Fell performed deed is its own ^ewan-d ; b^t - 
whilst h^ thinks only of the glory of his conptry,,. 
he may be sure that the pen of the jbji^jtpjfiaojs;. 
silently recording his famei^ , i ! . . : i ■ • 

J,t \^fjre v^ionaryJ,^!lawey?r,tqiPj^pp(^?e>th|afc^ 
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in a6j stfttion can pai^ wholly withovit Bomestiiie* 
iserved diminution of happiness ;*«-our hero mm- 4, 
man of toD decided a chaf acter^ dtid engeiged' ia 
too Active a scene^ not td eneouiiter the oppositida 
iof many rivals, and the ttialignairt jealoudy of fetene 
who were eiivious. And although it may oocrah 
sionally happen that, when competition is Hi i^ 
end, the injured person may receive from Iwb in- 
vidious oppdneiit an acknowledgment of his mierit, 
yet that want of unity which taniisfaes the iloble 
spirit of the navy, often militates against its bejt 
intemsts ; and from such a baneful cause, the c<mi- 
necting bond of its members has been, though tdo 
severely, stigmatized as ^* a rope of sand.'* But 
discarding all illiberal reflections^ it may tritmi- 
phantly be asserted, that in the loftier pwnts df 
patriotism, dourage, and skill, and in defiance of 
the pestilential influence of corruption, dissension, 
and folly, the hdrdy sons of England's fletet will 
e^er preserve unsullied the honour and inde- 
pendence, which are so confidently committed to 
their care. 

It is left for the friends of this sterling man 
to deplore the early age at which they were de- 
^riveid of Ms presence by sickness, and, with fond 
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eiidovment, to coRtemplate in idea that bright dis- 
tinotioa which his genius would undoubtedly have 
achieved. Faithful extracts from his journal will 
show the extent and variety of his observations^ 
aind that true pride of soul with whidbi he received 
#i& commissioii of a captain^ as one of the most 
gratifying authorities which can be delegated to a 
member of the community. 

As^in the tide of battle, his intrepidity was tern- 
pered with coolness, so in the hour of victory it 
was fastened by the tenderest dictates of humanity. 
And as his principles had from earliest infancy 
been imbned with devotion^ so the whole tenor of 
hh life confirmed the happy denomination of a sin* 
cere Christian : he affords an instructive instance of 
how well a good and lofty charaeter may be sup- 
poiied, amidst the bqsiest scenes of martial enter- 
prize, and mental exertion. 

I have now merely to add^ that a few papers 
wMch were considered unnecessary to the narra<< 
iive, will be subjoined as an appendix, by which 
the reader will have an opportunity of seeing 
Oaptein Beaver*s varied style, from youth to mid- 
dle c^e. The fiiBt is a copy of verses, dated in 
hijs fifteenth year, and affords a proof, that although 
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he prdfessed^a sligM the tau^ he oQuld ^ nbi'kl? 
ways'ie^st-tbe mflu^iice of the lyre: ' Tbfe sfeioikl 
artifite is introdaoed to shoW the arttent patri^l^ria^ 
by.wWchbe was actuated^ even in circunasfeinbed bV 
the most trying nature, and exhibits a waThlth-'dfl 
feelinghighly creditable to him as an offieer. "Tlie^^ 
letter to Sir Robert Wilson is ah instance' 6f^hife'^ 
estimation of accuracy in geography : a bra^fch'fn 
which nayal and military men, by a littie irivesti- • 
gatkm in the several countries they nedessat^iiy^ 
visit, might add largely to the general i§t6ck of ' 
knoiVledge, and correct the present discreditable'' 
nomenclature of map-sellers. The detailed mpott^ ^ 
of his visit to the Caraccas will prove an interest- ' 
ing hiatOTical document : it is here added, faeScaus^' ^ 
it is more carefully written in his manuscripts, than' ^^ 
it appears to be in the part published in the Me- 
moirs of General Miller. 

Captain Beaver published various strictures on 
public affairs, under the names of Themistocles 
and Juvenis; he also printed a small pamphlet on 
the importance of the Saints, a group of isles 
near Guadaloupe, as a naval station. Two of his 
papers, however, which have appeared before the 
public, under the signatures of Nearcbus and 
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B^tjjp^ h^ng corrected with Ub own hand» I ooq«- 
sj4^r^ it would be acceptable i^ reprint them, 
'^^i^tl do the more neadily^ because I fully cbiii*- 
c}4Q^.in. the soundness of his deductions) on the 
[^bable result of invading this country. Bat it 
nQiHT; become a matter of deep interest^ to watch 
wji^t chai^ges may be efifected in these points^ 
fi;Qm> the new principles of operation to be looked 
fori in the application of steam. This truly formi- 
d^blp medium of transit^ defence^ and destruction^ 
bfii^ig alike independent of tide^ wind^ and wave^ 
may yet alter the whole system of tactics^ and be- 
come th^ chief element of annoyance to our shores ; 
ho^eyei: unnatural it would be for the glory of 
G^9ftt Britain to receive any check from one of her 
0W41 inveptions. 
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CAPTAIN PHILIP BEAVER, R.N. 



" Ah ! who can ieU how hard it is to climb 
The steep, where Fame*8 proud temple shines afar ; 
Ah ! who can tell how many a soul sublime 
Has felt the influence of malignant star, 
And waged with Fortune an unequal war ! " 



The family of Beaver came into England from the 
Isle of Guernsey, and settled at an early period 
in Essex; of which county Osmond Beauvoir, 
Esq., of Downham, was high-sheriff in 1742. 
That branch from which the subject of these pages 
was descended changed the orthography of their 
name from Beauvoir to Beaver; and the animal 
of the same appellation was assumed by them for 
theff crest. The former armorial bearing was 
also couched in a pun, it being a man looking from 
a high tower. This heraldic notice may be suffi- 
dent to point out the Captain's family and descent; 
it is< Ills personal conduct which should rather be 
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depicted ; for it has been well obsjerved, thatineve 
pride of ancestry cheats only the rabble. 

By flinging dead men^s dust in idiots* eyes. 

This stock belonged strictly to that middle class 
of society which is considered as most favourable 
to virtue and to happiness^ — a temperate tegyM, 
neither enervated by the blaze of prosperity, nor 
depressed by the chilling blasts of poverty. Most 
of the kindred were persons of education ; but 
were more remarkable for solid talent than the 
attainment of high rank. 

It must be matter of well-founded gratification 
to the clergy, when they contemplate the splendid 
heroes who have emanated from their Order ; and 
probably no other class of the community hois 
contributed so large a proportion of officers to 
the army and navy as this respectable branch. 
Need we mention Nelson, Hood, Bridport, Graves, 
and Keats? though few of these were of families 
6o entirely clerical as the subject of this memoir; 
for, with the exception of his paternal grandikther> 
almost every one of his ancestors were divines. 

John Beaver, or Bever, was a Benedictine monk 
of Westminster Abbey^ and flourished about the 
beginning of the fourteenth century. He iKras a 
man of quick parts, and of great diligence and 
ingenuity ; and applied himself paitioulariy to the 
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^Mty of the history aad aiitu]^ties of England. 
Amongst other things^ he combed a Chronicle 
vf British and English Affairs, from the fabled 
arrival of Brute to his own time, which b now pre- 
served among the Gottonian manuscripts^ and has 
been commanded by Heame, Leland> and Stowe. 
Ha also wrote a book De Reims Ctmobii WesU 
monadmensis^ and the several transactions relating 
to the abbey. 

There was another of the saaie name, a monk of 
St. Alban s, who left behind him a collection of trea- 
tises, which are now extant in the King's library* 

Thomas Beaver, an eminent scholar and civilian, 
was bom at Mortimer, in Berkshire, in 1725, and 
educated at AU Souls College, Oxford, of which 
he became a Fellow, and obtained the d^^ree of 
Doctor of Law. He published The History of the 
Leged Polity of the Roman State, a work which 
displays deep research, and an extensive fund of 
learning. It is much to be lamented that he did 
not live to complete his plan ; but, by his will, he 
f»pces8ly forbade any part of his manuscripts to 
be printed. Dr. Goote says, that he committed 
time sequel of this work to the flames in his last 



The Rev. Edward Beaver settled in Hamp- 
shire, and supported a numerous &mily in the 
« greatest respectability. His seventh son, Herbert, 

B 2 
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ibe graidfiilker of our hero, fesided at Oxfor4ji 
whcaie Us wil aad nrbamty ace stiU remeinbere4 
bgF 4 few durviving members of his standing m 
tbaf. imtirerBiiy* 

. James^ his eldest son, was educated at Win^ 
Chester school^ from whence he proceeded to 
OvieL College, and afterwards held a benefice in 
Devonshire, in the gift of that society^ IJe mar-* 
riedi in January^ 1760, Jane^ the only diild of the 
Rey. Thomas Skeeler, fellow of All Souls, and 
afterwards vicar of Lewknor, a man of sound piety 
^d. erudition. Mr. and Mrs. Beaver resided ou 
the ouracy of Lewknor^ respected and beloved by 
their parishionei*s, for seventeen years, where therjf 
had eight children, two of whom died in their 
infancy. Philip, their third son, was bom in thia 
quiet dwelling, on the 28th of February, 1766,j 
and, with his brothers, received the early paii of 
his education at a i*espectable school in the neigbi 
bouring town of Watlington. 
5 tj^.tba swmneier of 1777, Mr. Beaver was pre- 
sented to the living of Monk-Silver, in the ctmniy, 
of So^nerset ;. but, eiia&l when brighter prospeptq 
iivere opepmg upon his large, and inccea^i^ 
fc^Tnily^ .be was suddenly snatched away in thp 
vigour ipf jliffi, and in th^ very- apt of prepanng Ip^ 
reni(OiYet'tQfbi& new residence! 
lUithe. fcovpliQ^itedipisery of lier situation,. Mnj^^ 
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Beaver experienced the tenderesi sympathy^ aod 
most active kindness^ from all who had the plea^ 
mire of knowing her. The late General and Mrs. 
Caillaud, of Aston^ in Oxfordshire^ immediately 
proposed Hiat one of her sons should be sent to 
scfa ; and^ at iheir request, Captain Joshua Rowley, 
who then commanded the Monarch, was induced 
t6' ittidertake the charge- » 

Philip, being now eleven years of age, was^ 
ftota his ardent predilection for a maritime life; 
sieilected upon this occasion, and his delight was 
^pressed in the most rapturous manner, although 
he bad toever seen the sea, nor scarcely a boat. 
Hii^ character, however, already began to display 
itself-^r being sent alone to take leave of several 
fkmSlies in the neighbonrhood, particularly of his 
giodfetheri Hiilip Viscount Wenman, they werer 
Afl Btettngly impressed by indications of that intel- 
ligence and spirit for which he was afterwards so 
remarkable. 

Iht time now approached when the visions of 
ydUthful fancy were to be realized, and in October, 
lf7% yoang Beaver commenced hiife ndval earner. 
We Tifeed scarcely dwell on the feelings which 
are experienced on first embarking' bn so grand' 
iA element' as the ocean. The interior • of k 
ship presents society under a phai^i^ equrfly not el 
aftd' surprising— every due punctiliously piyifag in 
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his own peculiar station^ and sorupulously avoid- 
ing' any encroachment on the duties of another. 
Thus^ though the power of the captsun is suprane* 
each subordinate rank has its special theatre of 
action ; and while the deck-officer contemplates 
the heavens^ the solemn day-mate seldom emerges 
from his subaqueous realms. Fortune^ who 
reigns, more or less, in every profession, sways 
the destinies of sailors with the utmost despotism : 
yet to court this virago the bonds of social life 
and domestic felicity are dissevered, and tiiie li- 
gours of martial duty and the faithless elements 
cheerfully encountered. In the navy there is a 
greater community of interests than in any other 
service ; and whether tossed on the billowy wave, 
or lying motionless on the bosom of a glassy sea*— 
whether in the face of day, or the glodia of 
night — ^the business of existence is carried on wiiii 
a regularity, cleanliness^ and comfort, inexplicable 
to those unacquainted with maritime life. Well 
inay our wonderful floating bulwarks be the pride 
of their country, for they have ever essentially prtt- 
raoted both her glory and her independence ; and 
a man of war performing its evolutions must 
inspire the finest feelings of patriotism of which a 
Briton: is capable. Thus, notwithstimding. the 
harassing fatigues incident to the profeission, ifVhea 
iiie noble machine is once under weigh-^ 
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She w^lks the waters like a thipg of Ufe, 
And seems to dare the elements to strife. 
Who would not brave the battle Hre — ^the wreck — 
Td mere the monarch of her peopled deck ? 

, At this period Great Britain was involved in 
the unpaturaJi war with her Colonies in America^ 
wd> by the misguided councils of France^ at length 
s^so with that haughty nation. Although there 
wa$ gre^t diversity of opinion respecting the 
ipeam of obtsdningy and the terms of securing 
peaoi with America, yet but one sentiment pre- 
vailed as to France, whose treacherous inter- 
ference the public regarded with due indignation. 
The menaces of our ancient and inveterate enemy^ 
however unlikely, to be realized^ occasioned 
vigoxous exertions; — ^the militia was embodied^ 
can^ were formed, and the country resounded 
^Hi the clamour of arms. 

The high, reputation of Admiral Keppel in- 
diqilted him as most fit to assume the command of 
tjiie Grand Fleet. His appointment was frequently 
iqentioned in terms of high approbation by mem- 
l^rs of both parties in parliament, and when the 
ItQ^le des^piis of France were indisputable, he 
Wf^ eQtf usti^ with ample discretionary powers for 
^ diefenc0 of the kingdoms. 
r . With, twenty sail of the line, of which number 
the Momroh was one^ Admiral Keppel sailed from 
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St Helen'9 on the I3th of Juoe^ 1778> aadcki the 
lXth:of t^at iQoatli^ two frigates^ the Iiooniera«4 
jBe^l^' Poule^ wer^ discovered reconnoitriiig'.bib 
H^^t.' Although war was not declared^ yet the 
fu^irei, in virtue of his full powers^ g^ve oi>deD» 
t0 diasej and conduct them under his stem. Tb6 
fqnmr reniained with the squadron dunng tbci 
9^M9 but in the moruing, after attemptuig to sdr 
s^!^y>t949d treacherously firing a broadside into the^ 
^l^mbay she struck her colours^ and was captured j 
1^^' conunander of the Belle Poule refused t(^ 
a^lt^d and speak to the British Admiral ; and^ 
aiifurr^an i)bdtinate engagement^ having disaUed 
th0 Ar^usa, made his escape. 
.^But as this was our young midshipman's first 
or^Byl may be excused for quoting his own ac*- 
Qouni-of :it^ as a pleasing specimen of his aout&r 
1^^^ of observatioo^ within so short a time as nihe: 
nionths' from his first going on board. 
r: Abd I may here also take occasion to observer 
tJl^^ in: this. Memoir, it is my de«gn rigidly to' 
£tdhef1^ to. our officer's own descriptions^ only pre-^^' 
i))ipjii;igi ifo^ colleteral sources^ sudi introductory 
infoimmtion m i«ay render the narrative more^ 
QtoQe@tec( land diatinet; being fiiUy sensible^ that^l 
independent; of^ ^e justioei which is <ltie to Mi; 
mdmUry^^.hi^. own/words' wili beat convey thib pfer^^ 
s|^uit)r wd^en^rg^ of hiia aentnneats to the reader^i 
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' *'Tbe Admiral," he observes, *^ made tbe ^igmA 
Ibr a general chase; and we soon found that we 
di^w aheiad of ihe fteet^ wfaioh gave us high hopei 
of being the first up. In the afternoon the 
strangers parted, and steered different ways^ but 
ihe largest ship, which proved to be the Belte 
Ponle, and a fine schooner, continued their course. 
The Milford then fired several shot at <^e otbei^ 
frigate, to make her bear down, and soon after the 
Hector proceeded with her towards the Admiral. 
About sunset we saw the Arethusa and Alert 
Gutter within hail of the Belle Poule ; the ibrmep 
sent a shot across her fore foot, which was inmi^ 
diately returned with a broadside, and both ships 
proceeded desperately to close action, as did also 
the Alert and the schooner. We thereupon 
altered our course to aid them, and shewed a 
ligU ait our jib-boom end as a signal, but before 
we could come up the battle was over. At mid* 
night we sent boats on board the Arethusa, which 
WHS /much crippled, and had nearly fi% iften 
kilted and wounded : at the same thne we fouM 
tbe -Alert, after a severe struggle^ had tha$t^d 
the* schooner, and now desired our asi^stance. 
Havmg given all the help in otrr powerj >^e took 
tlie frigaite's pilot 6n board, and stood after the 
BeUe Poule ; it being thick foggy weatii(ir^ all 4he 
boats ahead towing, and tfate^ ship olbfi^ to the 
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land^ At daybreak it cleared off a little^ aiidive 
saw our Fraoich friend in-shore of us» greatlj tttt 
up^ and marks of blood descending from eaeh 
scupper hole. We were now jwned by the 
Valiant^ and the boats gave way^ with loud ohewst, 
till about seven, when the pilot ^i&kiHg it 
hazardous to stand in any nearer, and the raetny 
being assisted by several small craft, we re*^ 
ludantly hauled our wind." 

Keppel, apprised by papers found on board 
the licorne^ and other intelligence, that anchorage 
was ordered in Brest harbour for tbirty-two men 
of war, and three times the bumber of frigates 
and smaller vqssels, retired into Portsmouth; 
There tras reason^ however^ to believe that the 
papers were fabricated on purpose to deceive; 
nor did the Admiral ei^cape censure for disgrace 
ing the grand fleet by a retreat withottt oaHitig^ 
a council of war. Some inveighed against the 
ministry for extreme negligence^ — others -re- 
proached the Admiral^ and the public prints 
even threatened him with the fate of Byng^ 

At this alarming ciisis the exertions of the 
Admiralty were equal to the magnitude of the 
impending danger. Lord Sandwich Inmself ha^ 
tened to Portsmouth^ reinforced the Grand Fleet 
with four ships of the line> and> oa the 9tb oi 
hiiyf AdmM Kigppel put to sea^ and was speedily 
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^in^ by six otiieiB. The greater part Of tiw. 
fprce» ¥F93 in good condition and well appmnted^ 
a!»d though defioiewLt in ti:ie ordinary proportion of 
4'igatc»> the Admiral did .bot hesitate to 9ail im 
pursuit K)( il}>Q m^mji who had already left Brest. 
. The hostile fleets gained sight of each otiier on 
the 88rd of July, off U^hant, and Count d'Qrvil- 
1^^ manifested an inclination to engage ; but m 
nearing our line^ and perceiving it had been 
i^einforoed,. he altered his course, although he bad 
utiU a, superiority of two men of war* and seteral. 
frigates*. The weather was very squally^ and. as 
the line ooidd not be jireserved without risk d the 
Frendi getting, out of sight to the wes^ard, thQ 
signal flew f<>r general chjsiae. Four days were 
qonsomed in manoauvring^—^the one aeekii^ the 
cytfaer declining battle^ whicb> as the Count was 
t9 irindward, was always at his option. 

At lengthy on tiie 27th, afl^ several etpl|itiws> 
^ wind suddenly shifting brought thfe rival 
armaments so near that a confiictt beoame jn^ 
evitable* The enemy^ however^ stUl determined 
td avoid a close engageioent^ and biaoing about 
iihe:»peotedly, crossed our fleet On they cfxpooite 
1»ok ; by which the Monardi and Shrew^ry^ thft; 
headmost ships . of Vice-Adniiral Harlfeoid's ctvit. 
sion, received ti^e fire of their whqle line. The 
rei^erved-canncuEiade of I the .Briikkh poAdoi dreadful 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



execution; but the French havkig*^ in their usual 
manner, directed their battery against the riggings 
tke'^iskyns which were mdsi exposed w^ ^r* 
ifbify tbrn and disabled. The engagement lasted^ 
ne^ly'ihree hours ; at the end of whiofa ti«B^/^^ 
fl^^ having passed each other, the firing eda^ed;' 
^'Diiting the darkness of night, the- Frendh/ 
pdHi^elftg tiireo frigates with lights to deceive -the^ 
&f^b, imde sail for their own coasts^ and wet^' 
%^ft^^ext morning almost out of sight. ' K^pd,^ 
finding pursuit to be vain, returned to Piymouthr 
ttf refit, while d'Orvilliers, unmolested, regained 
tfoe^'harfeettt of Brest, and abandoned his trade to 
tM d^pjiedalions of British cruizera. 
^'^^e bitta^ dissensions which followed,' be-*- 
tw^ft IWO'of tiie Admirals, are not the object "Ofi 
die 'present pages ; but, it may be remat-ked, th^t* 
hc^ver indecisive this battle proved, young Philip- 
wtf* ia the very heat of the fighting which b^' 
taken place ;— for, besides the havoc made in her 
cf^, tlie Mo^ch had her span^ and rigging se* 
riodslf injwed,' and her hammock-nettings set'dni^ 
fito^by ^e enemy^s wads. Such early service iiS' 
fortunate tp ^Ai^h^ who encounters it $ for a sertes^ 
of hardships and shifts are absolutely necessary 16^ 
adeMgtM»iiaial^eii to f^ly^on tUeit own resdurtfds : 

'** Ke'er'li'oin(helapV)fliixiuy and ease 



. ! i^nt I<iBhdiipiHii^^ttte fittdywRTi^ 



lieas^ 
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AloUsonieyo^Uitlieia«iiiiers»t»ito«i, .. ,. 

Nursed on the wave, and cradled in the st^nn.'* 

:To tbe kioduess ^ Geaeial QaUlAnd^ yw^gt 
l^ver.ow^d not only: his iotroductipQ into the 
imvy knjt the most fiiradly roceplioa on r0ti]inv99, 
frpmhis ^veral cruizes. . On <Hie of tbe^so. ooqs^f 
si^Bs he met the yenerable Adoiiral Forbcn^ M^qse 
mjtegiity was inflexibly manifested in eoBf^^i^r^ 
tiao^ly lousing to sign the sentence upoft AdmkfA 
Bi^ng. /:As the late engagement was^tbegemralf 
s«tiyi90tx)fiatte]ltion» and the merits (^tbe.questtoni 
vrere diseu^sed with all the videnoe and acrimonyt 
^\^jiii}yW^^. ^^ youthful midshipi^aa. ifivaiilt 
closely, examined by the aged yeteraa re8p4i0tingt 
it^ I AmtMigBt other matters, he was a$ked .his 
personal (pinion of the two recriminatitBig JBagf t 
oi6S0e^» i^n^ with that decided condeimatiofi'f^i 
any (liackwardness in the performance of dMtjfl 
iiplMihimairked his maturer life^ he wiirmly Wt^ 
swff*d> *^ *Aey ^^^^ deserve to be 9hotl'\ • / i . » 

vAfter an animated conversation^ Admlital, J^i^.. 
di^lared that he had never heaird a 6oi^iatefi|t. mh 
QQuni.of the combat before^ and vejnai^edithalrr 
Boavertwas an extraordinary ^nd i«i^t<pi^9mM9)ligC) 

X)»e;tbe ITthof J)emm}my\^^uQmmi*^m^ 
Rowley hoisted his broad, p^pdant on . l^rd the 
Suffolk^ anditookj all . the/ipffioei^^^f ^iheiMonarch 
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witli him. On 'Ae Sdth^ they we^hed iiachor» in 
company with a numerous fleets and soon after the 
Rnssel man of war ran foul of the Londkm Iiidii»- 
man vnHh tsuch violence^ that 1^t IbH&t Ibti her 
foremast, fired several guns of distrass^ and theti 
foundered ! From Torbay^ the SuflUk prooeeded 
across the Bay of Kscay^ wheie the eonToy sep^ 
rated for their respective destinations^ and Rowley 
took charge of seven sail of the line to reii^roe 
Admiral Byron at St. Lucia. 

The disaster just mentioned deeply afieotod 
the feelings of young Beaver, who witnessed it j 
and it is recorded in a melancholy letter from 
an officer, dated Spithead> January 1^, 1770, that 
the Russel sailed from that port on Satarday, the 
^6tfa of December, with one of the finest. fleete 
ever seen ; ^* but alas ! '* adds the writer, '^ we 
met with our usual ill-luck. On Monday last, off 
Berry-head, it blowing a firesh breeze homUsB 
S- W., and under close-reefed topsails, being near 
the London East Indiaman, and finding we oonld 
not weather her, she on one tack and we on the 
other, we bore away ; during which she clapped 
her helm a-weather, and we ran right on board, 
which stove in her bow ; in half an hour she sonk, 
and the greater part of her crew pmshed , out of 
160 only 50 were saved { it was a dismal sight 
to beheklthe men standing on the gunwale as^abe 
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weiit'doirn 1 l^at rendeied the icene stiil more 
tnelaiu^ly^ a man of ymfs boat, with several 
kancb^ ivfao ^ery humanely^ al the risk of their 
iQwtQ lives^ had picked up ten or elieven of the 
London's crtiWy and were endeavouring to tsave 
more, got directly over the place where she went 
down, the suction of which was so great that it 
dmw the boat under^ and they all perished/' 

The West Indies had already become a very 
important theatre of war, and Dominica was 
*wrei^ted fin^m us before any instructions were 
-received by Admiral Barrington. As a counter'- 
blow^ tibe colony of St. Lucia wag invaded ; but 
we \Ad scarcely obtained a footings when a French 
fleets of more than double our numbers, unexpe6t« 
edly hove in ^ht to rescue it. To all appear- 
ance our armament was completely entrapped ; 
but the celerity with which the surrendered 
posts were occupied by General Grants and the 
resolute defence of the squadron against two furious 
lissaults of the powerful foe^ baffled the attempt 
After repeated evolutions by land and sea^ in all of 
whidi he was foiled^ D'Estaing sullenly relinquished 
a contest from which he had augured both profit 
and honour : and the whole i^nd capitulated^ 
whilst he was yet in sight. Things w^^ in this 
state on the junction of the ship in which our 
youi^ter served ; and it seemed to be his peculiar 
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poritive terviofe for the Freoic^ Ipavi^f >dpQ,iMift.. 
rrarfbroed^ a&irs assmaeid an aetke aafpedt^i ; 

Dmiag the spring of 1779, D'JSfitw«g imfk . 
frequent maaifestations, by appeariqi^ in.f99fi^ o^F'i 
GiiOMslet bay; but pertinaciously aT<^ed;^«b|9(^o 
tioA* He was apparently watching:* wit^ aU-^t; 
castion of a Fabius^ for a.favpurable mfme^^f^^ 
flfaiknig a decisive blqw^ andsubmlibb^ ^ ii^riH^j 
from an equal force rather than depart from ^:. 
piudent policy which he had adqpted^. . His/^o^^ 
tions, bc^ever, kept our oflScers and $ea0ieii,.<H^^ , 
stantly on the alert^ as a battle was daily expeotfjjd^ . 

md young Beaver's journals testify tiie nufp})^ 
of n^lls be was obliged to sleep at hii» quart^^^^ : 

Tbe n)onth of June was employed in cc^eeti^g., 
the trade of the various settlements to the general .. 
rendezvous at St. Kitt's. While waHing tfa^e^ 
ow ymth was despatched by Rowley^ who had,ii(^ ^ 
hoMited his ikg, to the assistance of the ^uppl^», \ 
stove^bipjr wUch w.as on fire;. but all endfiapo|»^ < 
to odingiosh. ii¥^ Mmes beii^g ineffectual* th^ j^^ f 
her i^bles and. towedher out clear of the sbipfi^ngif /, 
wb(Ka dlie^blew up., with a most awful crash. ,; i^ .,- 

A^tUi waft $n,eiitremely valuable fleet* th^e mi^: ., 
rUmimB but uftfQtbimie B^ron*, found it mofimPff^ t 

^Ttwi AdTrnffars ill fortune was so proverbial as to occasion 



.Google 



CAPTAI]^ Pmill^ MAYER. 17 

tai^Mort iliem to a certain distance^ With Ae whole ^ 
of liis strength. This was precisely the oocasioo for . 
which ibe FVench Commander had watched ; be- 
cai}9e> hid tiie Admiral sent an inferior foioe wifii 
the convoy, he would easily have effected, its ' 
ca^ftf^ or destruction ; and, on the other hand^ 
it being thus guarded, there was nothing to iii- 
teWere with his designs against such of oor • 
CSiribbean settlements as appeared to be most - 
defenceless. Accordingly the island of St. Vin- ' 
cent was invested;, and being in a miserable state i 
of distraction, the governor yielded withont re- ' 
sii^atice. 

*D*Estaing, again reinforced by a division utider 
La Motte Piquet, commanded thirty-four ships of 
war, twenty-six of which were of the line, and a 
nntnber of transports sufficient for the conveyance 
of '9000 soldiei*s. He proceeded to the attack of 
Granada, which wa^ defended only by 150 regu- 
lars/, and about 4000 militia, who, being princi- 
paHy Frenchmen, soon diminished the garrison, 
by desertions, to less than three hundred* Lord ' 
Macartney, the governor, considering this fbrde • 
sufficient for the defence of some strong posts> 
unti! succours could arrive, i^fuised to CapitokCe. 
D*I%staing, unwilling to isacrifice the tiii^ requi^ft6^ ' 
fof regular approaches, . stormed . the , lin^ ; the 
garrisob defined theimdvm with idsiU «id * 
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bravery : ciwje they repulsed the* assailanfe, buJt 
being obliged to yield to nambers, xetired into tiie 
fort, and had the mortification to see their own 
cannon turned against them. Lord Macartney 
now proposed terms of capitulation^ which ttte 
ungenerous victor rejected ; and proffered others^ 
so dishonourable, that the high-spirited governor 
preferred a surrender at discretion, to the basenesife 
t)f subscribing them, and the French plundered 
without scruple or restraint. 

A principal reason for pressing with such rapi- 
dity the I'eduction of Granada, was tiie Intelligence 
of Admiral Byron's return, which had been retarded 
by winds and currents. He had formed, with 
Geheral Grant, a project for the recovery of St. 
Vincent^s ; but receiving, while at sea, informatibii 
that the French squadron before Granada Wtt 
reduc6d to nineteen sail, and that Lord Macartni^y 
could maintain his position a fortnight, he chang^ 
his first destination), and attempted to succour th^ 
island. Having twenty-one ships of the lln6, hi 
arranged his signals for bringing on a general 
action, and did not discover the Mlacy of hii^* iri^ 
telllgence until several of his vessels were engaged! 
D'fistaing, notwithstanding his superiority df foinc^; 
and thfe great advantage which he derived frcim 
the excellent condition of his fleet, avoided a clds^ 
atid general conflict ; and, foiled in all attfertapts t0 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPTAIN PHILIP BEAVER. 19 

out off the transports and intercept the disabled 
y«B9i^s^ retired ia the n^ht toi Grwada, 

The British Admiral^ conscious of his inferiority 
in strength^ despatched his transports and crippled 
ships to SL Christopher's, and calmly awaite4 
the morning's attack, which^ judging by his own 
character^ he deemed inevitable^ The returning 
dawn dkcovered to him the retreat of the enemyi 
and seeing the white flag mounted on the forts of 
Granada, he returned into port. 

Mr. Bearer's account of the action is as follows : 
— *^Juiy the 6th, at day-break, we observed 
several French ships getting under weigh in St, 
George's bay, and others confusedly beating 09 
and off outside* Soon after, the signal for dose 
battle was thrown out, several of our dashers being 
already at it, and the Vice-admiral blazii^ away 
on both sides. We, having resigned the charge of 
the transports, now bore down for the van ship* 
and in passing, opened a warm, and seemingly 
(effective fire on a large two*decker ; but fis the 
six)oke cleared off. Admiral Rowley perceived^ 
that if he went to the leader, we should be ex,- 
posed to the broadsides of the whole French 
weather division, and remain nn^upported. On 
this we wore again, but still continued hotly e^.- 
gage(^ until we had passed the rear of tjbie enemy'^ 
line^ In this short encounter we opened a vigorous 

2c 
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jP^nnpna^cte, and received a correspo^iding :r^ti:(rp# 
J[i3.ying.nine. fine fellows kill(^d, and tweuty-sev.^ 
[Vpijpjii^Bd., While we were (Jix^ping into our^tair 
tfpn^ . Admiral Barrington bravely raa in b^twef^ 
the, poor old Lion and a huge French ship^ whiq^ 
w^s, going to demolish her, as she lay like ^^Jog 
Q« the water ; and he gave her so terrible a dres^- 
Wg> ^^^ ^he s^^n sheered off in dismay. At noon 
the adversary was in tolerable order to leewan^, 
and consisted of twenty-six sail of the line,( find 
§eyeQ jfrigates^ most of the former being fine largp 
pqy€jflty-fours, whose appearance made our vessels 
Jpojf rather small. The Monmouth now attemptpji 
!((?.. arpest the enemy's leaders, so as to.briijg 
Qfi ^ gene^ action, but both that dashing shi^ 
fm4/t)je Prince of Wales were terribly mauie^i;^ 
I^Qj gndeavour. Several of our vessels, wjliiqh 
ipigbjt have distinguished themselves and hejpfi^ 
ih^ others, looked as fresh as if just out of a dpckT 
yard ; . to say nothing of the Yarmouth." j . , .^^ 
. ,,'yhi5. ^xiQpunter was more remarkable ,fprjgpV 
{^ry .t%R,.supcessj and it has been. obistjryed^ 
jt^at,,it Ijaji be^n discovered early in the day th^^ 
^y tV^re^ tPP late to reUeve Granada. Pyrpi^^ 
i[^o/doul?)^ yqviVi npyer h^-ve adopted the dan^^er^ja^ 
^xpip}ri\n}^fl^ pf attagkmg the van of a superior, fl^ef) 
w^l^, a,,(f^rce sq inadequate to ensure a gen^^l 
^te.,|iut ,pi tb^^^^pgrity. of his tran^pprt^ j." J^p 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPTAm PHILII* LEAVER. 21 

^fife6f'this object/ and yet engage so powerfiil a 
fee, reqnired all thesldll and intrepidity which were 
(Sfepfeyed. Onr diips were so cut up and damaged 
1H '&pai^ and rigging, that, unable to restore thfe 
ttijtiry <]^iickly, they made the best of their WJty ib 
Bksseterre roads ; and D'Estaing, learning theh- 
tvealhess, paraded before them with similar bm- 
iado to that with which he had been ti-eated at 
Martinique. 

' 'During the interval that was occupied in rt- 
'fittftig and procuring naval stores, young' Beaver 
was dilijgently improving himself in navigation arid 
tlautical astronomy, as there fortunately wa^ A 
master'^ mate on board, who had a considerable 
^roficielicy in both of these sciences. The Suffolk 
\Vay hot Considered unhealthy, yet she lost several 
6f 'her best men; and our youth was dangeroui^]^ 
kt^bkfed by fever, brought on by too 'much ex- 
posiii^e during his' rambles on shore. He had 
scarcely recovered from this illness, when he hid 
a! tiarrow escape from drowning, by the upsetting 
c^ d j6lly-boat in a heavy surf; but nothing ^eitii 
l8 i\^v6 affected his spirits, which; aCcbtdiii^ txi 
tHe ^ tfestimony of an old tnessniate, tverej a^ Urifs 
^^nod ' br his life, tmcommohl^ ' bubyartt,' ' Yet 
Miihlns animation there was ttiingfedUribcc^i6iiiil 
sSfefiateneSs, and caustic spirit oFobserVaLtibii'; (^iiite 
i^^niaVkable at sucK an irtiniatliife a^e— itisdinilclfi 
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that Admiral Rowley was heard to declare, — *^lf 
that boy gets safely through the snares that snap 
us up between fifteen and five-and-twenty, he will 
turn out to be an admirable officer." 

News of a Spanish war, which was always a 
spring of gladness to sailors, now arrived ; and a 
cruize to windward of Barbadoes was undertaken 
by Admiral Hyde Parker, This part of our 
midshipman's journal is written in a querulous tone, 
for it seems the Admiral did not allow chasing so 
ofteq as was requested ; apd they finally returned 
to port with eight or ten prizes only, which. would 
pot have been deemed indififerent, but that they 
bad all been dreaming of galleons. 

On the morning of the 18th of December, a sig- 
nal was thrown put on Gros Islet, for seeing twenty 
French merchant ships imder convoy qf four men 
of war. The fleet, although they were refitting, 
and consequently unprepared, instantly cut or 
slipped, and dashed out so promptly, that by noon 
they were ampngst them, between the Diamond 
ihore, where some ran on the beach, 
made the best of their way for Port 
" At this moment," says Beaver, 
^ blazed away upon us, on which we 
^er deckers in return, and then hoisted 
to, take posse$sio9 of a fine armed 
ship near us, and destroy those that were aground. 
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Tiie Conqueror^ in gallantly pui^uifig the enemy» 
rw pew the entrance of the harbour^ and was 
warnqly attacked by the batteries and three liiie- 
pf-battle ships, which had slipped to rescue their 
convoy: we were much grieved to see her so 
unequally engaged, without the power of render- 
ing her any assistance. At six the firing ceased 
on all sidesj and our boats returned from securing 
i^pnie of the ships and burning others, with only 
pne man wounded : we sent on board the Con- 
quierpr^ aiid learnt;, that amongst the killed was her 
Ppmmander^ Captain Griffiths^ a man universally 
b^lqye^." 

Rear-admiral Rowley was now despatched to 
intercept a part of La Motte Piquet's squadron. 
On the morning of the 22d of December, three 
stranger^ were descrjed in the N.W,> but it was 
ppt till the evening that they were overtaken. 
Our youth's journal says : — ^' At half-past five we 
fired at a large frigate near us, and soon afterwards 
she hoisted her colours, and returned the shot. 
We left her to be settled by the Magnificent^ and 
stpod towards tlje next, under every sail that would 
draw ; but did not get near enough to fire till 
fnidnight; when, having come up abreast, we 
^£ive her a few random shot^ which she impudently 
^swered with a broadside^ and then struck. She 
jjvifpYed to b^ i;he Fortunee gf 40 heavy guns. 
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^iSiSO m^n : she mibrmed us that t^e Magifi^! 
ceot'i^ prixe W59^ the K^nche, a fr^^^e qf th^sa^Ki^: 
fejfte/ The vessel still a-hcacj Mfas tha Mce pf ,2^? 
gnw; jaad the foUowmg morniug i^ w$^ aMot 
qfiptiir^ed^'^ ' * 

: Of) l)i^ arrival in port after this sacoesa, A^iPiral; 
KQ«({l^y shifted his flag to the Conqueror^ tf^kiagi 
ofKr;ypuDg hero with him. It was not ytdth^utseo/^ 
sa4){)t«^>€^jfegret that Beaver quitted the Suffolk, for 
tH^ra^^ere niany associations to endear her to him^ 
][Attht& ship he had enjoyed the society of sonfiQ 
W4ff^by fnessinates^ and had made ooAsiderafbl^ 
f^yanfle. in professional knowledge^ froia tbe:ki«fl:> 
fl^s ,oj[r the officers. Once, and once only^ was he 
HQ4<9r the ban of the first Lieutenant, atid thdt 
yf^jfmnly for joining in a boyish frolic, to huatld 
^p >|Qaa8ter-^t*arms in the oock*{)lt ; for whichi 
with his juvenile companions^ he was senteitcedjfio 
%dditioi?^l watching. I 

].. l^pthii^ material occurred until the 24lh of 
^Marohj WfSQ, \then Count de Guichen insulti^gjljr 
i|)e!9Rcp^;Qrfii8i Iddt bay ; but the excellent dispiOBir 
.UrtpfiQf/OHrJiae^ though inferior by ten sWpgs, 
d3#^t^4;himi. ^' At dtty-break on the fbltowing 
.?H9rBiiig,V. 3^ys QMP youth, ':*Bn English convoy 
j\y3Bf;^igliaH?«d,r^ioiftg^ before the wind ; but thfe 
t^rengthrof th^.tee-ourreat bad prevented ^the 
jm^ifS^ ,g«mi|ng:-*n1tehi tft. wii^dvrard during* the 
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iij^bt, eice^t two sail of the line. The A^imiral 
itow cdUed a.ocKmcnl of war, to d^terniine oq what 
i6ead\ir^s to take, and evetj officer and man in the* 
fl^et was veiy anxious till the decision was known*. 
Instantly all was life and bustle^ and by ten we 
bad afl^slipped to preserre the convoy^ exceptihg 
th^ unlucky old Yarmouth, which had be^n damc^S 
by ttie Vigilant running foul of her. Immediately 
on the appearance of our van, the French wei^her« 
mt^st ships, which were just on the point of snap^ 
ping- lip OUT countrymen, tacked away to join th^ 
body of their fleet; whereupon the merehatitm^li 
sti^^h^d to the southward, while we, with flagsJ '<tf 
defiance, remained in a regular line of battle off 
the bold diflfe of the Islet, and in mid distance 
between our convoy and the mortified Crapattdi 
Having seen theni all safely moored, we took ujl 
thei cables s^in that we had slipped. " ' " 

De Guichen stood close in, ostentisitiotasiy |>a* 
iraditig b^ore the anchorage until the d8th of 
liiard), and had btft just got into Port Royal barf, 
when Sir George Rodney, who had been^dpprizedi 
Jb)(1dbe Alert, of Parker's situa^i-on, arrived With *flvfe 
^ailof the liiie, to assume the command. ThiiS jttn^*. 
tioti' rendered the Britii^ flfeet tttearijr equisti tb ' iHfe 
i?#ehdh fleet-^bwt tbeskiU atidsJ)iMtW^the=v^^ 
oAdiAirfal gaw a -decikJed ftuperfority. ^^^Tlife-Cob'ht 
Jk Qaiahan'liad'afipeareidibffi^t^ lU^ 
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«bierraii from making tui titiaolc, hf the jiididk^iw 
disposiitioa of tfae naval and military forci^ ; And 
in retufUt Rodney braved bim> during two ^Hceoa" 
siye days, off Fort Royal> Martini^ue^ though 
unable to draw him from his plaoe (^ refugt9« 

Sir George Rodney having returned to St. I^ru^ia> 
de Gttidien ventured out of port with twenty-^thffiiB 
sail of the line* The British Admii^l instantly 
pursued with twenty ship6> and in twad^ys brought 
htm to action, and compelled him to s^k shelter 
in Ghiadaloupe, 

The evente of the 17th Of April mwrt be rd«|«d 
from Mr* Beaver's joumtd,-^^ Ewly this m^n^inf , 
the Ciommander-in-4ihief aignatt^ed bi^ intemtiou to 
bear down abrea3t> and attack the enepay^s rear ; 
but the Frendb^ perceiving our design^ put about 
in very beautiful style to evade it> and stood to 
the northward. At forty minutes past ten we 
wore in suoeession^ to come upon the. starboard 
tack^ and seeing that we eould command a fight 
put us on the high ropes^ and made every thing 
fly agmii. Soon after one^ the van of our. fle?t 
eommenoed action with that of the enemy^ and at 
the same time we bore down to engage the third 
•sMp of their Une« with the Intrepid in our wak« ; 
we thi^n hove the main-topsail to the masit^ within 
n cables length of our ofiponent^ and pep|)ered 
Mmy at lUBrliinoiisly> while their shot were whint* 
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Jkng aod ^hisziBg in ever; direotioti* Ifobaieir 
did ROt relialh this^ ^.nd at thvee the mar gave ifray, 
bot we speedily stood after them, gkpplpg off owr 
starboard guns to spring their luff. As we edged 
down to close, they gave way a seooad tuneamder 
a preBs of canvais, and left us to stopper and splice 
in the best manner the time would admit of. Our 
masts, yards, and rigging were muoh torn ; our hull 
had been riddled by some heavy shot, besides il^ 
bitb between wind and water ; we had thirteen men 
killed^ and thirty-sevep wounded. As to myself^ I 
have still my proper complement of legs and arms, 
but I have twice to-day narrowly escaped a dive into 
Davy's locker- The brave Admiral had been ail 
along vigorously dealing death on the Frendi 
flag-ship, and her seconds^ whom he most hi|Ve 
taken^ if all bad done their duty, for some of our 
ships took it easy enough — ^there was the Yar- 
mouth cutting the same figure which marked her 
off Granada/* 

The damages being rapidly repaired^ several 
meffectual attempts were made to renew th(^ aetip^^ 
bat the flying enemy dexterously evaded it> audi 
after three days' successive obasoj be wa^r driven 
into Gnadalonpe. The various evolutions' weii;e ;so 
admirably conducted on both sides, as to afford an 
enviably field for y^ng offlceni to gain a know^ 
ledge of nayal tadfics } buir 4lie resqUi !wa& ex-> 
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eo^tnandar of the Ygo-mouth^ ^wrhich «Mp so AitrcH 
itttreieted the tioGce of our youngster, was broCigbt 
io *a cocirt-mailial ; and anoflier captsdn^ mqulrifi^ 

or the Admiral why he had been mentioned hi 

.1" 

t^rms of reprehension, received a most impressive 
answer t ^^ Could I have imagined,'' said the chi6f; 
'^ Wat yoiir conduct and your inattention to si^^s 
had ^oceeded from anything but error in judg- 
ftiefnt, I had ccrtamly superseded you j but God 
fol-bkl' r^ should do so for error in judgment only. 
f %M(rcJy resolved. Sir, not to put it in your power 
t6i>iiiisAslke again, upon so important an occasion 
ste^thcf leading a British fleet tb i^gular battle/* 
^ ^ Ibcessantly alive to duty, Rodney remained at 
Sfc'Lttcia, only to land the sick and wounded, knd 
ctemplrte the water; and on the fourth mofrting 
aftfer quitting the anchorage, he once more ^^iniStf 
s^M of De Guichen. The French for several days 
hfelirf the\^either-gage, and having clean-bottotiied' 
ships, (tequeiitly ran down in line of battle, as if they' 
Wet^goibg-toJflghl; but when within random ishcrti^ 
tauntingly braced to the wind. This conduct hdtU^ 
ifHltdtedT'dW^btfiefetls^and harassed the me(n; 4s it 
retjililtd'thfetotA'te'-eohstkntly at their qaartei^sl' 
Al^ leb^Hi V!* ' ttie i bth of May, by'a rtasterty to*:' 
ndefai^fe'6ii'biii'Jsidfe,'tfie-^nehly^tv6rfe hearfy brought* 
td' W gerietaT'^atkibd'' agafcst their will. 'BiH 
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QtHfl^f:, th^ Mrind x^bopp^d at omce from 3,E. to Bt, 
tty^wl^iQlx critical accideatthe van and. oeoitiie 4^ 
^^ .French fine were enabled to escape* . Aiioural 
l^oiprley yi^^ now leading the British fleet^and Mi;^ 
l^ayer^ remark$^ '^ At this change oCwiod^ the 
eiaeipy being on our weather bow, we lan betwe^ 
tl|i/& Albion and Magnificent^ and told the former to 
lead through their line^ under the stem of thq 
eighth ship from the rear. Two stout men of ww 
now oftened their fire upon usj which, mallei II4 
l^e^r np;i.ta return their salute more effeyQtaallf«ia9 
%y appro^clied^ and at this moment* aflti^MTOrt 
chest which waa struck^ splintered so as^ to wpund 
^vpral p^rson3 grievously. What business, h^ 
i^, there?. The. Albion and three others of |oup 
diyi^iipp. behaved nobly^ especially the formerji &r. 
^^, sustfuned the battering of four heavy ; afita^. 
ggp^^ts before we could assist, her. Our oomplir 
m^x^ were this day , mostly doubly shotted^ wlfiichi 
i9.a(j[p!the red-sided ship we engag?4 ffMi aftj^^ 
tl^, ;third broadside; but her ppmpf^uofit,^<e;4. 

hTtis, event ^l^de the pq^jfliy Jp^jfjjpaj^ }f^^, 
d^W^Q^tratjpi^. ,. 0;^..the43th,,.^iQ>?feypj:itIi[p4^^ 
by ,a s^ulfol str^t^e%|^gwn(pl?cq4t^^ .W4«r^*% 
npf^^wty pC a. V^^r^^f^e^SSm^P^kM^BW^^^^ 
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abng Iter Bntish line uftder a heavy oannoAajie^; 
and being clesely attacked, suffered very severely* 
'^•At ttoon/' 6a3» Beaver^ ^' the enemy's fie^ beh' 
gan to tack and stand towards us^ when we eo^t 
g^ed them at dose quarters as fliey oame up ; aud 
warm work it was oo all sided^ the heat and aiooke 
being almost suffocating. The Albion and our'* 
selves hsd to stand a heavy brunt^ round and gt9fd 
flaw like hail^ and amongst others^ our brave cap- 
tain was mdrtally wounded* Having soon after 
passed the enemy's rear> we ceased firings and 
found we were so cut up^ that we could scarcely 
get the ship round; whereupon we began to knot 
and splice the rigging, and woold the;masts. In 
the evenings the Medway hailed us with Sir G. 
Rodney's c<xnpliments^ to crowd more sail^ but 
Admiral Rowley replied^ that we had been so 
roughly handled^ it was impossible/* In conned 
quenceof her damages^ the Conqueror was oUiged 
to bear away from the fleet and run into port^ whera 
the nec^assary refitment detained her from active 
service^ 

Beaver th^efore followed the flag into the Terr 
rible^ and the Princess Royal ; but in September, 
as Adminal Rowley was to convoy the homeward 
bound trade in the Grafton> it was eonsidered most 
eligiUe to leave him on so active a staticMi. He was 
<>onsequf nUy recommended to thenotice of SirPeter 
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PaHcnr^if^faeldikoJaiiiaieaoodiin^ Owin||-to 
thifi ammgemeiit^ he was oompHYalively m& mVoti 
Royal harbour during a furio» hurrioana wUdi ta« 
vaged ihe West ImUM in the begimiing of Odto* 
ber^ and iirrolved both land and sea in melancholy 
oalannty. Our fleet met with ruinous disaster^ for 
besfdi^ tine line-of-battle ships and fonr frigates 
dtsmesi^d^ two sail of the line, fire frigates^ and 
six sloops of war were totally lost, with an awful 
saorifioe of human lives* At Jamaica it com- 
menced in excessively hard squalls, with thander^ 
lightning, and torrents of heavy rain ; its grmtost 
violence beuig on the west side^ where it was ac« 
cotnpanied by a smart earthquake. At Savanna 
la Mer, a* desolating wave overwhelmed the dis- 
trict^ and in its resurge, not only carried the town 
and every living thing with it, but with horrible 
celerity turned its smiling fields into dreary wastes; 
and 1^ detisistatidn of that neighbourhood eioa^ 
was estimated at nearly a million sterling. 

It now became necessary to repair the Princess 
Royal; and the heaving down of so large a ship 
required all the exertions of the offlcers and Cfierw. 
In the mean time, the Admiral hoisted his 4ag ih 
arrf of tiie various vessels which hbppenMt to come 
ihi Beaver, with a humour which we may suppose 
had then sctne pomt, remarks, on the 31st of Octo- 
ber,-^^^This day Lady l>arker shifted her flag 
from the Lowestoffe to the Ruby." 
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hiibetoilfiame operations; aiidtho«g;)i4keii^eili»9i^ 
datiedc^ a ship afforded hot insuffldent tikne'^fe 
sMyi yet the joarnal&of oupyoirf^ tsMoHhsi^ pt6^ 
gfressiveimproveineiitandobdervatKMi* l^oSsiA'S^ 
more meritorioas^ when it is cankered hoir fifile' 
stinnilils existed in the examples aroan^ faltti.' ^ A^ 
takst-ef war affords no academic retitettieiit, no^ d(y 
oAier honouK or rewards than internal ^sattsfatctiofr' 
await the naral tyro ; — ^he, therefore^ whose fnrid ii^ 
eultivated, must be actuated purdy by a love^ tft 
knowledge. Liable to every call of diAy of dut 
netisy and remote from the light of day,-^ *' 



" In canvass'd birth, profoundly deep in thoughl^ . 
His busy mind with sines and tangents iraught, 
The Mid reclines I — in calculation lost ! 
His efibrts still by some intruder crossM.* 



•»;.l 



Early in the spring of 1781^ the Prineess Rio^al 
sailed^ in order to conduct a large fleet ofmerdmnt' 
ships safe through the windward passage; Wheri 
off' Cape Nicola, the Suffolk, Philip s fermirHi^ 
sftiipy bought in a fine American brig, the Grdoif 
Intent, the diat^e of which was giTon to hinti^ ai^ 
an ^^ent officer. Proud of this first command, 
he paited from the fleet on the 2d of April in bigh^ 
spifitfl^, but i^> same eTening ibond ^ot, by the^ 
inrnkem^m of one oCthe men, ^ vessel was^^on 
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fifO i% tfie^feia^peftfc; and c«tt'liaftd& were htM Ahe 

pAa< oClhb aiKMlmt wbduded> liefqre he lwd<^ 
mmpSff^tim^iofei^ye tbathe was obaaedhy tan 
^iftlf^^fpiHv^iieerst which hang on the, heela of « 
<9fliTPy« '4o{ 4?fitc^ «p straggple»« Havii^ but coki 
i|^dshipfaap»raiid:Sevi^n ha^ds with him^ and marer 
9>t^r)ti)|Uirth^^4 with several French. prisoniBSK Jhfi 
1iir|q^.^,ei74)ps^ble means of escape, but all pXo^Ms 
^|J^^^>b^iWas oUiged to haul doivn his edpiwi 
Iq tJv^.jMfeU^ ^,tw«lve guns^ sad allow boaiSH^Kli^ 
b|^,;cai?ried fin^Q Fort au Piince. As that tfimfy 
less system oCnoft.e^changingpriscmers^ which: b^ 
came the harshest feature of the late war, had not 
then commenced, he was liberated on the 21st of 
June> for a subaltern of the Port aa Prince regi- 
ment» under mutual permission to return tpi their 
respective, services. 

ftvW^ ii6&t find Mr. Beaver serving iti tbe/Soiih- 
ampkoia of: tUrty-two guns^ on a cvuia& with thi» 
l^qmti^ off Gape Tiberoon. On thQ 3d«f l^\^^ 
^l^leHin with a French oonvojr^ retorted b^dKittn 
fi^bdttletshqp* The latter made an in^Bfini^^^^ir 
^pAiibytowiag, to close with ow Jrigafesivlml 
cfMfddiOat prevent tbeimvfro«i b«ii!BMgi» isll^p^ ^f 
tn^fl Mid a/dogger» be^a& 0iptiFl^>ia|^lii|U«( 
hHg> it a ^tk more, tha&a mil^^ imJ^ri3'#f .hilUfe >^ 

D 
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pectedly found themselves near strangers, sonie of 
whom, by the lights appearing through their ports^ 
trere evidently two-deckers. On observing this> 
they hauled tiieir wind till day-break^ when they 
discovered fifteen sail, of which three were of the 
line, and there were others in sight from the mast^ 
head. Without balancing consequences, it was 
instantly resolved to endeavour to cut off a brig 
which had dropped astern : but a fast-sailing cojv 
feted line<-of-battle ship stood after them undw a 
heavy press of canvass ; and by her appearance they 
soon recognised the ship which Hiey had insulted 
twenty days before, off Cape Tiberoon* The pur- 
suit lasted upwards of six hours, and had not the 
enemy yawed, to try the distance of his guns, he 
must have been successful: on firing, he hoisted 
French colours, with a broad pendant; but per- 
ceiving that he had dropped astern by his impru- 
dence, he relinquished the chase*. 

The Southampton lost sight of her enemy soon 
after mid-day, and at four her boats were assisting 
some shipwrecked sailors, at the great Inague 
islsmd ; so that her services were scarcely inter- 
rupted by her retreat* But our youth remarks that 
the ship's company were discontented ; they thought 
that, when the pursuer had separated from his 
companions, the two frigates should have attacked 
him, — "and,*' adds he, ^^ I would have answered 
for the result," 
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■ Pour days afterwards^ having* parted with the 
Poniona^ they perceived a large ship under jury 
top-masts^ making towards Nioolo Mole. Not* 
withstanding her superiority. Captain AflSbok de* 
terrnined on sui attack ; and^ although the weather 
w«s very squally^ ran close under the fort^ where 
they foroed her to action. Mr. Beaver says^ •• We 
began at about a cable-length's distance, striving 
to get nearer; but this the enemy endeavoured to 
prevent by yawing. We soon after got upon his 
starboard quarter^ within half pistol-shot distanoe^ 
and^ by constantly trimming sails, continued there, 
pouring in round and grape as hotly as possible 
for upwards of an hour^ every thing working pro- 
perly^ and the men in high spirits ; but I am igno- 
rant why we did not drop alongside her. In the heat 
of the engagement, our fore-yard fell by the run> 
the Blmgs being shot away. By this unlucky ao« 
cident, we became exposed to a raking fire^ with 
scarcely any guns to bear : we therefore filled our 
main-topsail and shot a-head to get out of the 
scrape, when our fool of a foe^ instead of trying to 
lay us on boards clapped up his helm> sent a few 
straggling shot at us^ and bolted into port. Our 
ship was so much riddled, that we had Ho com- 
nfand over her; and^ on mustering the crew, we 
fbuiid that Mr. Barton, the master, with five men, 
were killed, and twen^*three severely wounded,'' 

D 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8^ ' thfi Lire OF 

^ 'ifevin^ fished the spars, and repaired damageli 
OS *v/i\l as circumstances would permit, they St*od 
ftlr Jattiaica ; but on the 1st of August enc6unt€ii'fed 
'aTi^ous hurridane. ^^ At noon/' says the Joiir- 
litsfl;'* hard gales, with a prodigious sea: employed 
leaking every thing snug, but the wounded men 
4^fefe very much tormented by the quick Ifirchtfs 
knid deep pitching, and also from the crowded 
"Slkie 6f the 'tween decks. At five, taken a-back 
ih a heavy squall from the eastward, and soon after 
fearrJed 'away the mizen-mast. Clewed up, and 
teided' ttie fore-topsail, but the main one split and 
'bifeiv from the yard ; and, ere long, the fore^il, 
th^ only canvas we were carrying, was rent into 
libband^/ Lay-to a hull, but finding the ihlp 
tabdUr very much in the trough of the sea, \ve got 
'the thain sheet aft to steady her; this measurie was 
^nfbrttrhately followed, by the loss of the main* 
mast, which snapped off flush with the quarter- 
tffeck/ and, before we recovered, a tremendous ^^ust 
or wihd oartied away the foremast and bowsprit. 
^An Attempt to describe the roaring of the wind and 
'M'^^hliS moment would fail of giving ^ Ye geli- 
ffeiiieii'df ^England* any idea of its deafening vid- 
'feWfe'; 'but; in ^piie of all, the wreck was cleaired, 
^Hd th6 erfcifnlib^ed best bovver anchor cut awiy. 
'1VWIe''drte'pAny'ctf hands was pumping, anothbr 
'""^yiti'lSi^ stream cable overboard to ease the shi^, 
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by pr^vpntiug her falling round off'; and atiiird 
giOitia fpri^Tstays^U on the stump of the mizen^oMisty 
j^l^icfe^. however, was quickly torn to shreds^.i Jip 
ihi^i precious messj about one in the mornii^g, jwj^ 
iJii^lTwd land on the lee bow — ^to our swrpri^, 
W@.. found that we were in fifteen fathoms^ apd^ 
.whaiwa9 ^till worse, driving right on shoi^e. With 
gQFn9 difficulty, we let go the small bower, .ajnd 
yeered.tojhalfa cable, which brought us i^ ; b^t• 
fron? the heavy gales, and confused sea, we wec^ 
in momentary expectation of parting, or brl^gjfig 
home the. anchor* At daylight the weatheji hffffi 
qood^^ted a good deal, and we found w? w^ 
clp^e to.the beach, near Salt Pond Bluffl l^d^ 
signals of distress to the ships in Port Royal, and 
4;;Qm9)enced rigging j ury masts. Threw oye^bQ^f^ 
the boats which had been rendered useless m the 
lajte action, and committed to the deep two. mefi 
who died during this horrible night." . , 

; Thns terminated, in less than five weeks^t p^ijij- 
hero's first cruize in the Southampton, j ftp4vthP 
damages she had received in that sbQxt,,i^p^Qpf 
time, from winds,. waves, and enewie$^ ociqaeionftd 
her remaining in harbour for nearly seyen mqntli^. 
Inthis dull period, nothing q^ur^edoiit of, t^ 
V^ij^J dock-yard rputine^ ^:i:Qept '9.ur, yp}ii^,hfi\\)g 
jO^ei of a large party sept>Qpi,thie,sqfl^4irqp/)o 
JSiing^on, .on thg^t town ta^ipg^jpf^,!. ^IjySjiq^jy 
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assistance thus afforded saved that beautiful pku^e 
from utter destruction ; for the mix.ture of the oegiro 
liuts and warehouses^ amongst stately buildings* 
was like a train for spreading the combustiou. 
Nothing could exceed the agility with which the 
sailors tore down those houses which were in 
flames^ and removed the people and property from 
the scene of danger. Young Beaver, with his 
messmates^ besides their general exertions, were 
instrumental in saving an aged negro, who mus^t 
otherwise have miserably perished. The inhabi-i 
tants of all colours witnessed their exploits with 
the highest admiration ; and a large present of 
refreshments accompanied the hearty tars back to 
their boats. 

Having been completely refitted^ the Southamp-* 
ton sailed on the 18th of February, 1782, and 
after taking two prizes, fell in with a French fleet 
of eighteen sail. Escaping from them by dint of 
sailing, she ran over to Port Royal, to communi- 
cate th^ intelligence; after which they continued 
their cruize. But^ on the 3d of April, the frigate> 
again disabled by a hurricane which almost threw 
her on her beam ends^ was obliged to bear up 
without topmasts^ the fore and main masts badly 
sprung, and making upwards of four feet water an 
hour. 

While lying at their old berth alongside the 
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Gonceptioa hillk^ Mr. Beaver bad thd high gratifi* 
cation of seeing the victorious fleet of Rodney en* 
ter the port^ with the prizes taken on the 12th of 
April, in the battle with Count de Grasse ; and, 
while he r^retted that he had not been in the en- 
gagementj he was warm in his congratulations to 
the many friends and messmates who participated 
in that glorious day^ Shortly afterwards, having 
now become a well-known officer, he was removed 
from the frigate into the London of ninety gons* 
In this diip, while cruizing oflF Cape Tiberoon, 
during a dreadful storm of thunder and lightning, 
they had a narrow escape, for at two in the morn- 
ing of the 28th of June, the electric fluid struck the 
foremast, and shivered it from the truck to the gun* 
ner s store-room, with a terrible explosion close to 
the fore magazine. 

Desirous of more active duties than were afforded 
in a three-decker* Mr. Beaver obtained his removal 
into the Tqbago, a sloop of war, commanded by 
Captain G. Martin. On the 23d of October, he 
was selected to navigate the Minerva, a prize, into 
port While lying there, he was attacked by so 
dangerous a fever, that the case being conwlered 
hopeless, his death was actually inserted in a Ja** 
maica Gazette, and this article having been copied 
into a London pq)er, was seen by his eldest sisten 
who had the fortitude to conceal her anxiety till con- 
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firixiaficftt of tire sad event should arrive*- Letteris,' 
However^* frbm himself, announcing hfe perfect re*- 
cfovety,' so6n afterwards reeved her affectibnkt^' 
siMJcitude; ^ ^'' 

'Oft' the 2d of June, 1783, Mr, Beaver was prfe^^ 
sented by his friend Admiral Rowley with an adt- 
in^ order to the Nemesis, though he did ncA pas^ 
lii^ examination till the 15th of the folldwing Oc-^^ 
UJbtt: ^he day after that ordeal, his patroii com* 
[iHtbetited him with an appointment to act as first 
Ifeuf^naht of the same ship, which duty he per- 
fijitafed^liD she was paid off. 
v^The' return of peace almost closed the dior of 
prbriidtidn, and this aspiring- young man might 
ftkvfe been overlooked, had not his merits already 
Aiade' him an object of attention, not dnly wi<!h 
4ho(s6 tinder whom he had served, but also with' 
fli6sfe%h6 had isailed in the same fleets. Tlitis, at 
**lifeA)d When he Was rather anxious about ttie 
iSttotiesii oPhis applications, while walking wtth- his 
iiStfeir 'itt^ Kfeiisington Gardens, they accideritkiry 
rt^t^th^'hOh JCiptain De Courcy, who, aft6f pH/- 
fessing great satisfaction in seeing him, • s^id; 
*' Lord Howe has been asking me a great many 
questions Abmit you ;—^you will certainly be made.'* 
This agreeable prediction was scion realized; 
for, on the 25th of May, 1784, our hero obtained 
ikk dy%ftedi^(&t6m&mi^, which^^as 
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B(^H^vf]^6g^ to be well merited^. But, as naoy 
ojQ^rA^.witk ostensibly better interest, failed at 
tb$^;,.tim<?:.in obtaining their rank. Lieutenant 
Beaver became an object of envy, because^ for* 
sopt^j. bearings a high character, from every oflfioer 
w|t];i \y.hof9 be had served, he was justly rewarded. 
Xhjb, i§ lyb^^t many of the most insignificant in the. 
seyyice call ^* luck" — as if a youth of strong natural 
parts, with obedient, diligent habits, was not likdiy 
to make his way, in a service which, however 
clpgged by drones of interest, must always have ai 
demand for efficient officers. It is really marveU 
Ipus .to observe how many embark, who.meifely 
e;!iist in. apathy and uselessness, though surrounded 
by every inducement to exertion; and, instead 
0^ pursuing the zealous, straightforward course.of 
^j/wbidbi insures both honour and happinesan 
V/se^l tiie subtieties and refinements which tbe^ 
cm resort to, for evasion. Yet it may happen, tp 
eighty officers out of an hundred not to. witne^ 
i^pre service during a whole professiont^l life, than 
Mr. Beaver had already encountered in bis novi- 

" How easy *tis, when destiny proves kmd. 
With Aill spread sails to run before the wind! 
But those that Against stiff gales careering go, 
Must be at once resolved, and skilful toa'* 

. Our lieutenant ]*eturned to Europe, with tfae 
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skill of a good seaman* and soon after mounted die 
first step of the ladder of promotion — but that was 
all: endowed^ honrever^ with peculiar enei^ of 
mind, and simplicity of character^ he felt truly in- 
different to riches. After the first happiness of 
seeing her son come home with good healthy and 
a creditaUe reputation^ fl*om the double dangers of 
war and climate, Mrs, Beaver began to consider 
that a London lodging afforded a dangerous scene 
of life to an inexperienced youth of eighteen* He 
also soon sighed for a change ; the absence of a 
decided pursuit began to be felt by himsdf, and he 
was wont to exclaim^ that *^ he was never so happy 
as when sure of meeting an enemy every day/* In 
this anxiety^ unaware of higher studies^ he fell into 
an error arising from the general foible of imita** 
tion, and, instead of being satisfied with gaining a 
colloquial knowledge, thought he would endeavour 
to acquire an idiomatic proficiency in the French 
language. Mrs. Beaver, now obliged to assist her 
son more than when in the West Indies^ where his 
prize-money had almost supported him^ considered 
a cheap country as very desirable^ and they deter* 
mined on going to Boulogne^ — the Lieutenant 
being probably influenced by some of his naval 
associates, who had also made that selection. 

Of this period of his life — ^that which he would^ 
perhapa» have looked back upon with the least 
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satiafiM^tion — but litUe aj^ears. In the ardour of 
youths without ocoupation^ or any restraint except 
the gentle check of an indulgent mother^ it is not 
swpiising if he fell into that dissipation which he 
saw around hiin« But a sound mind saved him 
feom the raervating insignificance into which so 
many young men, in similar ciroumstanoes^ are 
irretrievably betrayed. 

In the year 1787, our hero made a visit to the 
Rev. James Beaver^ at Stoke, nearCovratry; and 
havings as he contended^ no actual duties to pen- 
^m^ be rose late^ lounged away the mornings in 
indolence, and appeared to be losing that enei^ 
for which ha had hitherto been remarkaUe. His 
observant brother soon perceived the danger^ and 
took pare, after suitable comments^ to throw such 
books in his way as were likely to arrest his at-t 
tention, and awaken a sense of his deficiencies. 
The ingenuous mind of Philip was alive to the fra-* 
ternal admonition^ and with the sensibility which 
marks superior understandings declared that for 
Uie first time he felt the shame of conscious igw 
norance. His application now became vigorous 
and constantj, and the fact is worthy of record, as 
illustrative of the axiom, that ^^ he who has lost one 
part of life in idleness^ need not throw away the 
remainder in despair." 

As the Lieutenant was strongly impressed with 
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jiiidgmeiifc, rather ^aa amuse bb' fanqy; ktudyin^ 
Htbit^toacxjuireusefiil knou4ed^e^ thka'to oalti^ 
take; History; ethics^ natural pliilosophy^ iMid 
juHspruddnce engaged hlb«^attentioii/ and tlie^lon^ 
pious extracts in his note-ibooks dis(iiay tfaBiassirJ 
duitj/ depths and variety of his readbg; hBi,ivritk 
the^exceptiion of Milton and Shakjsqpearef he didndt 
profess much regard for poets or writers of fietiodr 
This example may be useful to those self-sufficient 
and precocious youths, who imagine they have 
attained the summit of perfection; for Beaver, 
amongst the many who sip rather than drink of the 
ijtreitti; might have been esteemed clever afrfdfrelU 
intbtined before this period- Of bis early'<ft*sBi<M 
rudiments probably little remained; but good emh^ 
ihon sense^ and the sound principles which' IwwJ 
beeniinMitted^ recalled him from puerile triflirtg'ttr 
stddious habits/ and his acquirements tbendeftjK 
t^ai'd Were commensurate with his industry. '» 
' The 'tieeesslty of application cannot be t6j oft^tf 
r^pfestted to aspirants in the British navy ;— ^t 1s' it 
j<rdud''prt>ffessidri,'fiind there is sufficient leisuhe^fdM 
attaining' donsidefable knowledge. Instead ^^?^^W 
nmMniHg 'satisfied 'witti the indifference they* m^f 
tod cfftdftiwitinfe^s dTOOild th^to^ they should rettt^^ 
berthft!t,'fc«dUoi'th€/ greateist lieroes excelled tb^lr^ 
cMft^tMraiiedJitt Mf^ntal a^di^tnentey they tv^M 
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BeVerMHaiye.gftiii^ sopremaey ; and iiiai AlexaoH 
dstV/fai&e pleditade of saoeeas^ tiiDughi htmadif 
Hionedndebted. to Aristotle for a good eduoation^ 
ihm toPbttip for a pomxful kingdom* That tbe 
maltitiide prefer idleness to industry^ is rather: to be 
lamented tiiao wondered a)t^ and tbe bd has given 
m edge« to satire from the earliest times: — Persiua 
9%ikiiitizes the ignorance of officers with this keen 



' * ' But h^e fiKnne captain of the land or fleet, 

Stoi]tofh»hands,.butof asoUier'8 wi(; . 

Cries, I have sense,,to serve my turn, in stove; 
And he's a rascal who pretends to more.*' 

i I Bfit bttsier scenes were now approaching ; a fle^t 
W^S-siAddenly ordered to be equipped^ and about the 
n^ddje <rf Depember^ 1789, Mr. Beaver was apt 
ppji|i1i(4<F4rst Lieutenant of the Fortunee^, a siparfc 
^lpopi^:si|iteea guns^ commanded by C^pt^iq 
W^tpptitft wbo was afterwards killed iq. thc^ glch 
rious batl^ofthe Nile. The seizure of J^iiiti^t^ 
Y(^iBil9 by the Spaniards at Nooika 8ouud,was J^e 
^vQir^^d cause of this threatening attitude whifl^ 
pfflpving .effectual, the officers and meawpr^^mostlyj 
paid) ofl^ again by the month of Nove^erf.17^^ 
Tb^ Russian armament^,, as k^was.^lMf ifti^ 
firftewing year, induced him to s^qil ^wplfty^aent it 
midl by the express.4ejsire. of: t<»rd H<¥j^, b« fwaai 
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Th^r8) from April till Septanb^r^ he eariied on 
the duties of die ship with a precision which g&in^ 
the friendship of Captain linzee^ And confirmed the 
character which he had already aoqoired^ of fii iS«a- 
lou6 and actiye officer. 

Our Lieutenant seemed now to be on <be hif h 
road to preferment, for the attention of the nation 
being roused to the ambition of the ora% Gathe** 
rine^ appearances predicted strong exertions on 
our part. A statesman^ high in office, repressed 
an intention of forwarding his views, but candidly 
stated to Mrs. Beaver, that *^ though fully satisfied 
of her son's professional merits, he could do 
nothing unless a war was actually declared ; but, 
in that event, his promotion was assured." The 
smiling promises of the year, however, bore no 
fruit ; the nation's energies were embarrassed by 
the cabals of a faction, and the hopes of a deserting 
officer were blighted by England being prevented 
from asserting her proper dignity. 

The conclusion of the sanguinary war between 
the Russian^ and the Turks, with the chance of a 
durable peace, threw Lieutenant Beaver, who was 
strongly tiiKstured with a spirit of adventure, into 
a channel of exertion which gave full develope* 
ment to all his energies. But although this new 
scene required no ordinary intrepidity, patience, 
and presence of mind, it proved unfavourable to 
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advancement in his profedsion^ as it occasioned his 
absence at the oommenoement of hostilities with 
France, and left him far behind in the race of 
promotion. The erents of this important period 
of his life> — a period fraught with sufiferings almost 
insurmountable^ are very unaffectedly described 
in his ^* African Memoranda ;** an interesting book, 
writtra in a plain and unpolished^ but manly style^ 
every page of which bears internal evidence of 
the strictest veracity. The difficulties which op- 
posed his success^ shewed the courage that could 
meet^ and the zeal which strove to conquer them ; 
and while we lament those obstacles, we are in 
some measure consoled by the reflection, that they 
have, at leasts placed his fortitude and intrepidity 
in a light which a more prosperous adventure 
might not have revealed. 

As the scene which here opens to us is of the 
highest interest^ and shews the variety and capa^ 
bilities of a vigorous mind^ I shall endeavour to 
render a faithful picture of the occurrences. For 
this purpose I have not only followed the printed 
accounts, but have also carefully examined the 
Lieutenant's manuscripts^ and various collateral 
records, whence I have made such extracts as 
will considerably illustrate the ^^ Memoranda^* 

^^I had a great wish," says Mr. Beaver, ^^io 
be acquainted with both our Northern and Southern 
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wha)e fidheries^ and tBerefore idtended to gd iiat 
as passenger in some ship employed in flibte 
trades^ in order to make myself master df tfi6 
snliject The season was gone by for the former )' 
I was therefore confined to the latter; and went; 
in consequence, to a house at Paul's Whaif; wMcfcf 
owned a great number of ships in the' Souft^rn' 
whale fishery. Enquiring for the gentlemati tft 
t^e house, to whom I was totally unknown, ^ Sir^* 
ssdd I, ^ I understand that you have several Ves- 
sels employed in the Southern fishery?* ^Yes,* 
Sir,' he replied. * A young friend of mine/ 
I continued, ^ wishes very much to see your mdde 
of killing the fish, cutting them up, and meltiAgf 
them down, as well as the manner of killing seals 
and sea lions, on the Falkland islands ; where;, if 
your vessel should be absent about two seasons, 
he will have no objection to remain one winter ; 
and I am come from him to propose his going out 
as a passenger in. one of them : he will pay yoij 
anything you choose to demand for his possessing 
half the cabin ; and taking with him his books, 
he will have nothing to do with the ship, where 
he will never be in the way, but, being a bit of a 
seaman himself, he may sometimes be of use.! — ' 
^^Sir,* he replied, we never take any such persons ; 
I cannot, therefore, comply with your request ; he 
must be a very odd young man. Sir/ — ^ Yes, Sir,* 
said I, ' he is an odd fish/ " 
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i^lirwpsivoyagespof discovery which he had plannedf; 
ajK|4 l^ia ^hstaoles to each ; but^ whilst he was y^ 
lUf^ft^fK^Mq^d on ^hich to rosolve^ he becama 
apq^il^^ widifMr. H. Dalryiople. This geptle-f 
ipit^;;^p.h9d reoeptly been disjBippointedof the. 
9fffl?^.|pf Groyernor of Sierra Leone, gave so cap^, 
My^#£ ^ ^<^i^ptioii ofBulama^ an island nea^tp 
ib^ settjiemievitj that our hero^ in his ardour^' ex^ 
qlai^ned,— '^ Let ns cdonize it ourselves I"-rMr. 
naljymple answ^ed, " With all my heart ;" aad, 
tbuig^ &rom the sidbsequent association. /^ I jdeter*> 
ww?;t" says Beaver in a note-book, ^^to give up| 
my: .whole time and attention for one year to thp^ 
supcess ol the undertaking ; and, however I may 
1^ laughed at, or discredited in this money-making 
world^ no prospect of amassing lucre has any in-' 
fiuepce in my giving up the comforts I enjoy in 
ipy, own country, to join myself with an unknown 
^rty, to cut down forests and plant sugar-canes iii 
Africa. Wealth, to be sure, has its advantages, 
and if it should accrue, may render me more inde-| 
pendent in moral action ; but I can never hoarcl :, 
why d^dBacon forget his own adage,-7-^that money,, 
like manure, is of no use, unless it be spread' ? '* 

The views of the Society, in this undertaking,;; 
were directed to cultivation; it being imagined 
that the produce of the West; Indies might be 

^ ••:'■•- ^ • '■ •• *« •.*. " ' / *- .-.■ i ''!l 
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readily raised at Bulama, by free natives^ and thus 
forming a contrast to the vicious habits of the 
alave^dealin^ Europeans^ contribute towards the 
civilization of those regions. Though commerce 
was considered only in a subordinate point of 
view, when compared with their grand object, it 
was conceived that a new and extensive channel 
would be opened to trade, which would at the 
same time be the means of introducing letters, 
liberty, and, above all, a knowledge of the Chris- 
tian religion amongst the sable sons of that vast 
continent. By this scheme, happiness was promised 
to thousands, — misery to none: the only fear was, 
that as the paucity of their wants, and the natural 
fertility of thehr soil, render Negroes averse to 
labour, they could not be relied upon ; and it was 
apprehended that white colonists would be very 
unequal to the toil of field-work in that enervating 
climate. ^^ I have nothing to do," says Beaver, 
^^ with the question, whether a state of uncultivated 
nature, or of civilization, be most conducive to 
happiness. The man who prefers being a brute, 
to a rational creature, may piit down the book." 

Having been acquainted by Mr. Pitt, that Go* 
vernment had no objection to the enterprize, the 
number of subscribers increased rapidly ; though 
the infant Colony was not viewed with friendly 
^es, either by the speculators of Sierra Leone, or 
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the West India merchants. As might have been 
expected^ the whole of the adventorera were not 
actuated by the same praiseworthy motives which 
influenced our Cincinnatus^ and many great errors 
took place in the outset ^^ A plausible rasca!*'* 
says the note-book, ^' of the name of Bant, who 
called himself a Quaker^ but was really of no 
religion, and had been successively of all^ pos-* 
sessed an exqubite facility of imposing upon 
almost everybody. This fellow, having gained the 
ear of Mr. Daliymple, was recommended as a man 
so valuable and useful^ that, being too poor to sub« 
scribe^ five hundred acres of land were offered to 
induce him to embark with us. This was not only 
agreed to^ but he was shortly after elected into a 
Committee, and would probably have crept into 
the Council^ had I not proposed that no member 
sitting there should hold any place of profit, — ^tbe 
latter of which^ from his endeavours to procure the 
storekeeper's office, I knew he would prefer to the 
former. Now this vaunted addition to our party 
was so well known to many mercantile bouses in 
the City, that his very name operated like a pes- 
tilence on some of our proceedings; for it wa» 
naturally enough supposed, that no honest people 
could possibly be connected with so notorbus a 
character." Besides this man, many profligate 
and worthless wretches enrolled themselved as 

E 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



52 THE LIFE 0F> 

subscribers ; and one, who died at Bulama^ was 
found to have committed arson^ robbery^ forgery^' 
incest^ and murder ! 

It was not attempted to obtain a Charter^ as its 
progress through Parliament would have required 
much time/ and the season for making a passage 
out, previous to the rains setting in, was fast ex- 
piring. In the mean time^ unaware of the illegality 
of the proceedings the subscribers had drawn up 
and signed a form of government, by which they 
swore to abide, until a formal one should be pro- 
vided by the legislature of the country. In 
consequence of this, an embargo was unexpectedly 
laid on their ships at Gravesend; a measure which 
subjected them to a serious demurrage, and occa- 
sioned considerable alarm. On explanation with 
the Secretary of State, the luckless constitution 
was cancelled ; but by thus losing a legal restraint 
over an incongruous rabble of various professions 
and trades, from the polished gentleman to the 
finished villain, the success of the undertaking 
was rendered very problematical. The hiring of 
two large ships, and the purchase of a cutter, 
with provisions, stores, arms, implements, and 
other heavy expenses, however, had been incurred 
and matters had gone too far to recede; — the 
vessels, therefore, proceeded to Portsmouth. On 
the passage thither, as if an inauspicious destiny 
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governed the adventure, they had the mortification 
to find that the small-pox had been introduced on 
board by a woman, who, to avoid the anguish of 
separation from her husband, had concealed the 
circumstance of her child being infected with that 
contagious distemper. 

While waiting at the Motherbank for permission 
to sail, one person had deserted, four had been 
discharged on request, and four others were turned 
on shore for turbulent conduct. On the 14th of 
April, 1792, they finally left England with two 
hundred and seventy-five colonists, of whom few 
were so fortunate as to return ; for, even of those 
who afterwards abandoned the island, a large 
majority died on their way home, or had contracted 
incurable diseases. 

The established Council consisted of thirteen 
gentlemen. Mr. Dalrymple being elected Gover- 
nor, and Mr. Young the Lieutenant-governor, 
eighty-three men, thirty-three women, and thirty- 
three children, were embarked on board the 
Calypso, of two hundred and ninety-eight tons, 
commanded by Lieutenant Hancome ; — sixty-five 
men, twenty-four women, and thirty-one children^ 
were on board the Hankey, of two hundred and 
sixty-one tons, under the authority of Lieutenant 
Beaver ; and five men and a boy were in the 
.Beggar's Benison, a Gravesend bos^t of thirty- 
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four tons^ in charge of lieutenant Dobbin. Thus, 
with a fair breeze, they stood out of the Channel, 
a heterogeneous assemblage; several of them 
animated with the highest emotions of hope; 
others^ willing to barter life for profit, plunging 
into what they considered a desperate undertaking; 
and many, too prone to idleness to have any de- 
fined object in view, — 

" Hard sons of penury, abroad they roam, 
To seek that competence they want at homer 

After getting to sea, the wind freshened, and 
the motion becoming very disagreeable to those 
unaccustomed to it, most of the landsmen, and all 
the women, were sea-sick. As some of the latter 
had infants at the breast, and were without nou- 
rishment from inability to move, Mr. Beaver hu- 
manely undertook to cook for them. ^^ I had already 
been employed, "says he, *^since our sailing, in func- 
tions equally low, and therefore was in some degree 
prepared for it ; but at times I was compensated 
for the meanness of these employments, by the 
exercise of authority pertaining to more dignified 
posts, for I verily believe that there is not an office 
or gradation of rank in the naval service, from the 
admiral and commander-in-chief down to the Jack 
of the bread-room, which I had not already exercised 
i(i this ship* The fact is, that to govern and main- 
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tain order and regularity amongst a licentious rab- 
ble, without any legal power, was an exceedingly 
difficult task, and only to be accomplished by ex* 
ample. I soon perceived that I must either give 
up the point, which threatened ruin to the under* 
taking, or accomplish it by the constant exercise of 
unremitting exertions: the latter was most con* 
genial to my mind, and therefore there was no 
employment, however humble in the general opi* 
nion of the world, which I hesitated to undertake; 
but having once done this, I ordered whom I pleased 
afterwards to perform the same duty." 

Owing to an unaccountable inattention on board 
the Calypso, the vessels parted company soon after 
clearing the Channel, on which the Hankey, being 
the worst sailer, stood for Santa Cruz, with all the 
speed of which she was capable. On the 3d of 
May they found that an easterly current had set 
them four degrees to the eastward, by which they 
made Fuertaventura instead of Teneriffe. 

The wind continuing westerly, they determined 
to anchor at the Grand Canaria, and there endea* 
vour to procure fresh provisions; for though aware 
of the treatment to be apprehended from the jea- 
lousy of the Spaniards, the necessity of making an 
effort to keep clear of the scurvy induced Mr. 
Beaver to undertake the trial. With some difficulty 
he got through the surf in a small jolly boat, and 
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on gaining the shore, was soon surrounded by & 
crowd : yet he was unable to prevail on any one to 
carry his request to the Governor; and he wife 
aoaoreover warned by a priest against entering :the 
town without leave. Urgency at last obliged bfab 
to neglect this adyice ; but he had no sooner entered 
the gate of Palmas, than he was roughly seized by 
a corporal's guards and with his two men confined 
in a tower on the beach. The disturbance occa- 
sioned by this arrest brought out the Governor^ who, 
after some preliminaries, allowed pilots to go off to 
ibring the ship to an anchor; and promised a supply 
pf .fpesh provisions for the next day. On the fol- 
lowing morning, the wind having become favour- 
able, tthere was no longer any necessity for re- 
maining at Canaria ; Mr. Beaver, therefore, carried 
back the pilots, but was obliged to exert the.mo^ 
pertinacious firmness, during a warm altercation, 
before he could obtain the desired refreshments. 
This was partly owing to the imperfect notions 
which they had of quarantine laws, and partly 
to the little communication they have with Eu- 
rc^ean ships. 

The wind keeping fair, the Hankey anchored 
at Teneriffe on the 7th, where they learned that the 
Calypso had been there four days before them, but 
being refused pratique, on account of the small- 
pox, till the Governor s pleasure should be known. 
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had sailed abruptly, without leaving any intimation 
of a second rendezvous. On the 8th^ the Beggar's 
Benison arrived^ and three days afterwards a Li- 
verpool brig^ the master of which, thinking that 
Bnlama must be the BuUam shore^ near Sierra 
Leone> engaged to be their pilot; nor was the error 
discovered till they arrived at Port Praya in St. 
Jago^ where the brig^ having run upon a rock^ was 
disabled from proceeding. 

^' This place/' says the Lieutenant, ^^ is readily 
known by a wretched fort, on a small cliff, with 
some date-trees in a valley to the west of it. I 
say it may be thus known^ but I should only know 
it to avoid it^ unless I was distressed for water. 
The natives are black and deceitful; the climate is 
hot and unwholesome; and the whole island is 
parched and barreni — beggarly and miserable. 
Yet to those who delight in plantains^ melons^ 
oranges^ and guavas — ^and can play with parrots 
and monkies, Port Praya may offer more charms 
than it can to me." 

After wsuting in vain during several days for the 
Calypso^ they purchased as much live stock as they 
could possibly stow, having hoisted out the long 
boat, and rigged her for sailings to gain room. 
They entered the Bijuga channel on the 3d of 
June^ with two boats constantly a-head sounding; 
and thus^ on the dth^ they anchored within 
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sight of Bulama. Judging it expedient to have a 
better knowledge of the strait before venturing far- 
ther^ Mr. Beaver, with the master of the Hankey, 
went in the long boat to explore it ; and, perceiving 
two vessels at anchor near a square-bastioned fort, 
at Bissao, they rowed thither to procure a pilot. 
There they heard of a ship, answering to the de- 
scription of the Calypso, having passed a few days 
before ; and the appearance of a second strange 
sail in those unfrequented parts, excited a strong 
suspicion in the minds of the Bissaons of their being 
pirates. The Portuguese Governor, actuated by 
this idea, kept the whole party in close confinement 
for the night, determined to make the master pro- 
duce his papers before he would grant a pilot. 
Beaver argued very warmly against condescending 
to this step, but to no avail, his costume of a sailor's 
jacket and trowsers not appearing consistent with 
his high tone ; he was therefore detained as a hos- 
tage, until the required examination had taken 
place on the following day. 

In the mean time the Calypso had joined com- 
pany, after a melancholy event, which struck terror 
into the hearts of the colonists; and what rendered 
matters worse was, that the calamity resulted en- 
tirely from the contempt of method and discipline 
which characterized that ship. Being in want of 
fresh provisions, the Calypso sailed from Teneriffe 
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to Goree^ a place well-known to be incapable of 
supplying any; but having procured a pilots tbey 
ran through the Bijuga channel^ and anchored at 
Bulama on the 25th of May. The colonists were 
allowed to go on shore without any kind of pre- 
caution, strolling about night and day^ wherever 
they chose ; some seeking crabs and muscles, others 
taking oysters from the mangrove branches; while 
many were inland botanizing^ or hunting after 
lizards ; and others chasings '* some butterflies^ and 
some elephants.** On the 30th, a war canoe, contain- 
ing twenty or thirty armed men, reconnoitred the 
ship, but refused every advance towards friendly in- 
tercourse. Even this act did not suffice to instil any 
prudential measure, and consequently next morn- 
ing it was discovered that the natives in the night 
had carried off all the tents which had been pitched 
on shore. Although, as yet, the colonists had no 
right to land, they immediately commenced erect- 
ing what they ridiculously termed a bloclc-house, 
a mere hut, inclosed with inch plank; and in this 
place they deposited fire-arms, ammunition, and 
utensils, without planting a single sentinel. 

On Sunday the 3d of June, instead of being called 
to prayers, and having that opportunity taken for 
pointing out the difficulties of their situation, and 
the necessity of order and industry, they were, as 
usual, permitted to follow their individual fancies. 
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Tkrs many were wandering ovet the island -Wiffi 
the most mcajitious confidence, while a kW wer6 
slciepiiig in the bldck-house, and sotae* of th6^ wb- 
nUefi and children sitting in its shade. In tfaii^ 
criminally unguarded state, with all their guns 
lying still dismounted in the hold of the ship/they 
Were suddenly alarmed by the Bijugas firinga vol- 
ley of musketry into the hut, which rousing the 
sl^ep^rs, ihey rushed out, and were all shot. The 
savages then entered, and seized sixty stand of 
arsos, loaded and primed; and with these very 
me^BS sallied forth and accomplished their object. 
Loaded with booty they retreated to the bushes, 
having killed five men and one woman, desperately 
wounded four men, and carried off four women and' 
three children; whilst not one of their own party 
received the slightest hurt. 

'^^ Among all who suffered on this occasion,^' 
says Beaver, ** the fate of Mr. and Mrs. Gardirier 
was certainly the most cruel, and the most la- 
mented. He had been wounded by a musket- 
ball, and wa& endeavouring to reach the beach, 
when he was intercepted by one of the party of the 
islanders; who had been stationed for that pur- 
pose. To go back was certain death ; to advance 
towards the ship, it was necessary to pass this 
man. Unarmed, and weakened by loss of blood, 
Mr; Gardiner advanced, bowing as he approached ; 
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but the savage^ regardless of his humiliation^ made 
a stroke at him with his well-tempered cutlass^ 
which Mr. Gardiner attempting to parry with his 
hand> it was severed from the arm at the wrist. 
He passed on into the water, and was one of those 
standing up to his chin in it^ when the boats of the 
Calypso arrived to carry them on board. He died 
a few days afterwards. His wife, having witnessed 
the fate of her husband, was a prisoner in the 
hands of the savages; these, having rifled the 
block-house, and stripped the dead^ began their 
retreat^ with their prisoners and booty, across the 
island. Mrs. Gardiner was unfortunately lame; 
and unable to keep pace with their rapid mardi ; 
they therefore shot her." 

The irrational boldness of the colonists was now 
converted into the most groundless fear ; no at* 
tempt was made to recover either the dying or the 
dead; but getting under sail, they were standing 
towards Bissao, where the Hankey and the cutter 
were seen at anchor. The communication between 
the two ships produced the worst consequences, 
for not only did the discontent and irregularity of the 
Calypso spread to her consort^ but also a fever which 
had been contracted by her crew. Bitter reproaches 
against each other were heard in that unfortunate 
ship; and^ finding the comfortable order in which 
the Hankey was kept^ and that she had been*care- 
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fully supplied with fresh provisions, they loudly 
accused their members of the Council of neglect, 
^^ They were tired with the length of the voyage, 
irritated with sickness, the loss of their associates^ 
and the disappointment of their hopes ; and became 
extremely dissatisfied with their situation." In^ 
deed, apprehension and despondency had already 
become pretty general. 

The first object after the junction of the ships 
was the redemption of the captive women and 
children ; which was kindly undertaken by Seiior 
Da Sylva Cordoza, a merchant of Bissao, who sent 
a boat with some of his grumetas, or native ser*- 
vants, to King Bellchore> a savage remarkable for 
his exploits and his treachery, who resided at 
Canabae, with the articles requisite for their ran- 
som. On the 19th, they returned with the pri- 
soners, except a woman and child, who were 
detained in the clutches of King Jalorem, on ano- 
ther part of the island of Canabae. These females 
had been tolerably treated by the natives, for which 
they were indebted to the prejudice that makes 
them regard European women with disgust: 
'^ their devil," says Beaver, ^* is white," 

After having procured a plentiful supply of 
water, provisions, and refreshments, the vessels 
proceeded to Bulama. On the 26th, Lieutenant 
Beaver proceeded, in the Beggar's Benison^ to 
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Canabac, to effect the purchase of the new settle- 
ment; being accompanied by Mr. Moore, master 
of an American slave brig, who, from his influence 
with the natives, was to manage the negotiation. 
The town appeared to be about a mile in circuit, 
and to contain six or seven hundred inhabitants^ 
all of whom crowded around our officer, with 
vociferations of astonishment, — ** as if a white 
man was an animal they had heard of^ but never 
seen." The cutter was anchored before the houses ; 
but not being above half the length of one of the 
negro war-canoes, the crew were obliged to keep 
her swivels constantly loaded and primed, with a 
vigilant watch to guard against surprise. 

Early on the morning of the 27th, Jalorem's two 
sons being sent on board as hostages, the treaty 
was arranged, with the full participation of a nu- 
merous circle of chiefs. King Bellchore, who 
ruled the shores opposite to the island, having 
already experienced the sweets of treating with the 
English, made a long oration on the subject^ which 
met with unanimous applause. The articles that 
were offered consisted of muskets, powder, brandy, 
tobacco, knives, cloth, hats, beads, cutlasses, and 
iron bars, to the value of about 80/. sterling, and 
50/. were given to Moore for his agency. A deed 
of cession had been prepared, to which the two 
kings affixed their marks ; a British union jack was 
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then given them^ without which no canoe ws^ ever 
td" come to fiulama, and the whole affaii^ was coii- 
' duded with mutual satisfaction. 

During this mission^ our Lieutenants first care 

• had been to inquire after the wretched woman and 
'*'child^ who were still unredeemed in the hands of 
'^^e Bijugas^ as the natives 6f all these island^ are 
'^ called; '" The affecting scene which 'follbw6d -is 
^'bfesJt ^iveri in his own words. 

^'-'"^'Vfe entered a house, composed of three 

• t*mdentHc circles, with six doors through orieW 
''i# cfiltmfetfers ; ' in the inner circle Idy thfe jioor 

woman; but it was so dark, that we could not* see, 
'aStfd'^e ktiew not of our arrival. 
I Ji'^^ The natives, however, lighted mdny little par- 
*'i}db df long straws, which they held upright 'In 
*»ffiliSi' hands> and when burnt down nearljl t6 tiieir 
^flig'^i^, ^others stood by, with fresh ones to replace 
liHeiB?;'Soi^htit we had abundance df light. 
— v^On a wicker frame, supported by half a doien 
' jf*ddfe;'abmit a foot from the ground; and covered 
^WHh *teri^ gttisis, lay Mrs. Harley and her Infant 
•fetild:' 'Whcfft Dhe 'light enabled her to disdovfer 
^tftMiher^ w&is a whit^ man in the room, she iiktesd 
Ju|)bti'^be'^th %uch*alook of hope, of d6ubt,ii6f 
ife'a**j 4nd ofihadniessi as I Ishall never forgiet, bttt 

HrfakAi t eUnnert; doBcribe. 

i^'^^sBlrBJHaiteyi^^aid I, '. I am come tajmfc to 
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end to your sufferings, and to carry yoa back to 
your husband, whom I left well the day beibrfe 
jestefday.' 

. *^ * Who are you. Sir? How came you kerc? 
Do I <^ream? Are you a prboner?' — * No, I am 
come here to redeem you and your child* to take 
y9u back to your family ; and to purchase of the 
King" the island of Bulama/ — ' Will they let you 
go .back? They won't let you go back ; they will 
keep you here.' — ^ No danger of that/ I replied; 
J ' we are now on friendly terms, and I trust shall 
hereafter live in peace and friendship*' 

'^ A little more conversation passed ; wliea I 

said, that I had not yet seen the King ; that I 

, liiu^t go to him, and enter on the busjlneaB about 

, wl^ch I had come ; and that I would thea i^tum 

toi her^ and settle at what time I should ta^e hf r 

on board. She instantly seized my hand^ and 

sqtid, ^ Will you go away and leave me, than?' — 

; ^ Np,' said I, * you shall see me again in an hour/ 

,77- J J neyer shall see you again; you willgp /airay 

apd leave me; I won't part froan jQu.'-^jBe 

: c^lm, Mrs. Harley, and compose yourself; dpp^d 

iVp^ji^.my word, that the moment I have.fiqisb^ 

my business with the King, I will return toyou/-^ 

'No, never, never; if you go away^ I never 

isee you again; you will d«seti vefi; I see 

F 
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that you meatf to forsake me, and I shall fee left td 
die amongst these murderous savages.' 

^' ' By the God that made me (I hope the ext 
|)ression may be forgiven) I will not quit the island 
without you.' — ^ Bot suppose they will not give 
me up?' — ^Then T will stay here, and die with 
you.' She believed me, and was appeased; and 
I proceeded to the King." 

When the treaty was transacted, Mr, Beaver has-^ 
tened back to the unfortunate womani who was in 
the last stage of pr^nancy ; but as neither she nor 
her daughter had ever had their clothes off, nor been 
temov^d from the hurdle since their arrival, they 
were in an inconceivable state of filth and disease ; 
while vermin had absolutely eaten holes into their 
flesh. From their debility, and the loathing i>f 
the natives, their removal became a matter of no 
small difficulty ; nor, indeed, did it prove of any 
further avail, than to cheer their last distressing 
moments, for both mother and child died on board 
the cutter, a few hours afterwards, and their bodies 
w^ere committed to the deep. 

Returning to the ships on the 2d of July» Mr. 
Beaver was deeply mortified to find, that not only 
his advice of surveying the channel and coasts, 
durmg his absence, had been neglected, but that 
Dot one .step had been taken towards preparing 
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habitations; for, in their improvident arrange- 
ments^ tlie oouncil had declined taking them ottt 
in frame. " Aconstomed as I had been," he re- 
inat4:s, ^^ lo the weakness, folly, and absurdity of 
the measures hitherto pursued by the directors of 
<his enterprise^ yet I was astonished, I must con- 
fess, at no intention being shown, or even thought 
of, to avail ounselves of the right which we had 
now acquired ; and which bad been so imprudently, 
and so eagerly seized, when we had it not No* a 
word was uttered, nor the least idea discovered 
of landing and commencing our labours ; and th& 
couhoil and colonists separated, as if the wrJttert 
document itsetf was to create them a town. I, 
however, took a party of twelve men from the 
Hankey, landed, and worked till sunset.*' 

This active measure excited a warm contention 
dtt board, as the boat rowed off. Those who 
really had embarked zealously in the undertaking, 
called upon the timid and the lukewarm to follow 
thcf example ; but the majority of the council — ^ 
the very founders of the Association, being pdrtly 
dissatisfied, and partly terrified^ treated the matter 
with a chilling coldness. 

On returning to the Hanfcey, Mr. Beaver pro- 
posed that the rest of the cdonists should be sWit 
an shore to work, under regular insp^ion; but, 
after various excuses for evading active measures, 

F2 
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the Coutacil met to dtsquss y whcire^tius fj^ipa 
i^bould be moored during !ttierams?V This apfi^iirp 
iii|p;biit a prelude lo theabandonmenfcof tbeiCfiterH 
prise> dur officer submitted^ — ^^ It is the» opiofim 
ef tile Oounoil> that the present sataationi.isflihe 
vomi pro^mr place to moor the ships in ;" iajEiiryiOuir 
ffi which judgment there were four; and agHindt 
it>;iiine. It was then resolved^ ^^Stoiog thattha 
i»ilbiy season has already comm^iced^ and it-apr 
pescing, jl-om the information of Qaptaia ^Moorei. 
aari«feUtag.fit>m every information we can fpoUi$at^ 
t^atiwetjoannot land^ because of the raio^ and fogi^^ 
aidetakilcMr four months; and tbat> :witbi ev($i^ 
{^ieoaiflion^ there will probably be a coHOKiid^irable 
mfartalUy among the settlers during that : tim^j 
add^ tonsidering widial^ that a great propoi:tioiiiQf 
theL^dveoturers in each ship is solicitoils itcne^ 
turn to Europe^ it is the opinion of the cpundil 
tlikt iheiwo ships and the sloop should be reti^aved 
taSieri^aiLeone to water^ and then the expediency 
of itpnDceedl^g to England^ or of returning hither 
aftfeiTiiibi r^ins^ «hall be taken into conaiderationj''/ 
t» j^uljsequent to the Junction of the Calypso^. Mff 
B«Yer|»ottifioctng rso . many discontented people If^ 
beirpfaaddlre^yimiD^yed in the cwacil^ ith^ttJ^e 
i*h*r fih©seiirf)OttWiretwrA taiEngland injiert} i?i|fc 
a|fain^ii1i?faij^ r piiitsillfimmoH^r; ;^term^*atji(Hi^) h$ 
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Hifli^atbn «t seeing a project about to be fe\m^ 
quidEifedv ^ittiout an effort at sacoess> he declared 
he > would remain oa the island with his servanti 
w^nif every body else should leave it. This re* 
i^lutiou bi^otoing known^ numbers of the setHets 
V&kruieered to share his fortones; and it nvM 
finally agreed that the Hankey and Beggared 
Betiison ^ould remain at Bulama. Our consider 
rate colonist now endeavoured to persuade &e 
Hiarried volQDfteers to return home, or at least send 
aWay their wives ; but they, animated by the pro* 
spect of an active leader, persisted in remaining 
with their families. Thus, from the mutual difin 
oonient between the feeble directors and the disi 
gUBted colonists, the enterprise was virtually^ de^f 
ilerted; and, if the resolute intrepidity of Mr« 
Bearer had hot intervened, would have beekl 
Abandoned altogether. . .. r 

> *^ What, in the name of cornmon sensev*'' fab 
ijidignantly eKclairas, '^ did we come here» for? 
Did We not know that the rains would conymende 
wb^ they did, before we left England? Thfeit the 
Ifeibourers and servants should ihstatitlyiaeqtiie&ce 
in thfe measure of abandoning the' islahd does nttt 
'Sdf^ri»e me ; for most of them had no other motive 
ih' doming hither th^in to avbid'difiidul1i>ei& in their 
cyWn eount^y, but they found them 'alsb here. • To 
atbid, amd not to encduntei^ diflBfeultieB, is their 
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object; and^ therefore, the same motives which' 
induced them to undertake, will also induce them 
to abandon the enterprise. But what shall we say 
for the council? for those who conducted the 
undertaking, in thus giving it up, without even 
making an attempt for its success! Of all the 
individuals of which the colony was composed, I 
believe that I was the only one who had deter- 
mined to return to Europe, after the first rains ; 
or, at least, who had publicly avowed such an 
intention, before leaving England. But I cannot 
sneak back in this shameful manner." 

Hie island of Bulama is situate at the east end 
of the Bijuga archipelago, and was estimated to be 
about seven leagues in length, by from two to five 
in breadth ; Hespereleusis, as the settlement on it 
was named, lying in latitude 11^ 34' north, and 
longitude 15^ 30' west. It rises gradually from 
the shore towards the centre, where the height is 
nearly a hundred feet ; and it is generally covered 
with wood, though there are some natural savah< 
nahs, and. a few clear spaces, affording ample 
pasturage to innumerable elephants, deer, bufl^- 
loes, arid other wild animals. The soil is rich 
and fertile, producing a vegetation so luxuriant, 
that in their garden various vegetables, sufficient 
for half a dozen such colonies as their own, were 
speedily produced/ From this abundance, and 
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Ub gQQgngii^ical position^ it was inferred that Ba* 
lain 4 was well calculated for the growth of cotton^ 
iaidigo^ tobaccQ, coff^^ and sugar of the finest 
qualities. In his short a^d harassed residence, 
though surrounded by treachery and danger, and 
arpidst severe mental and bodily trials^ Mr. Beaver 
ppi^triyed to clear fifty acres of wood land^ and to 
enclose sixteen of them. This exertioui together 
with the toil of keeping his account-books and 
jounuds^ building a block-house, and all the 
necessary duties of governing his motley group, 
are the most satisfactory criterion of the activity 
which he displayed. Indeed he appears to have 
been obligied to practise a little of everything, 
being alternately carpenter^ engineer^ sexton^ reo* 
tor^ magistrate^ and physician. 

The Calypso sailed on the 19th of July, and bad 
no sooner taken her departure^ than the comnuttee 
met, ar^l unanimously voted Mr. Beaver their 
President, and Lieutenant Hancorne his Deputy* 
Regulations for the health, safety, discipline, and 
religious worship of the Establishment^ which now 
consisted of fifty-three men, thirteen women^ and 
twenty-five children, were proposed and adopted ; 
and a spirit of industry immediately manifested 
i^lfj which formed a striking contrast to their 
Ute inactivity, The cutter was despatched tp 
Brno ^ negotiate ^ regujiaf supply pf fresh pro* 
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vistoos : one pwty was boildbg arodTover-ifa^ 
cAiip' dgaiiM^ the rains, and another was cuttili^ 
dfiwn timber; while these who were not arifeanS' 
endeavoured to explore the eoantrj. Hie ^^ §sSb 
Serjeant^** however, soon oommenced bis hiivo^- 
for in two days after the Calypso bad left tfaeiB>' 
one of the women, and the newly-dected vlce^ 
president expired. * 

^' On the 23rd of July^ a schooner arrived, com- 
manded by Mr. Bootle, an intelligent niiil2ltto»' 
from whom Mr. Beaver fonnd that the Biafials, 
an inofifensive nation on the main land, had a 
better daim to Bolama than the Bijogas, who had 
sold it to him. It was, therefore, immedialely re«- 
solved, as an act of strict justice and prtidence> 
to satisfy any demand which they might msd^e; 
and being also desiroos of purchasing a portion 
of the opposite coast, our President requested 
B^tle's assistance^ offering him a recompense of 
one famidred bars, a species of barter equal to 
about fifteen pounds steiiing. The mulatto hud- 
somely deeKned tiie proffered reward, thoi^ 
raaJdy tb be of all the service in his power ; and 
thiOttgh: Ae whole buaness he displayed sndi 
bmk integriti^, that it eiLcites the deepest sympattiy 
to find he was shortly afterwards cot off by the 
Manjabls; and murdered^ togethar with his crew. 

u<!SfaeihiB^ai4fae Bej^ar^ Beuson vetomed inom 
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Biteaoy Mr. ; Beaver sailed for; Umj Rb> Gnodey 

with itbe requisite assortneot of goods for.effieictw^ 

the. desired purohaae^. In aboutr five hoiW/hft 

UMicfaed Qbinala^ a district of tbe Bia&m CQQBlr|rft» 

situated thirty, miles up a most beautiful rivdr.- 

v?iUb buffioidot depth of water for the largest sbips^? 

Matohore aud Niobana, the two kings, whes^. 

towns were about a quarter of a mile a9UlidQf>j 

reoeived him in a most friendly manser, akid^tben 

went on board the cutter to arri^ge <the birgmiifii 

but irepeiteddranis so overpowered fteirniAjestifiS)! 

that the palaver was adjourned to the- ncCkiidaji^i 

On the 2d of August^ Matchore embarked, to i^ek^lf 

the goods which were to constitute the pdTice etf Ith^ 

land ;> Niobana^ being ill^ sent ^^ his head M^om4» 

with his cane to represent himself." Thisitediouti 

choosing continued eight hours, without comtb^ito^ 

aoondusion^ and might have lasted a^;loB^ tote 

tbeibllowing day, had they not luckily been' DSfit) 

sized in going on board, which occasioned titim) to 

make up their minds a little sooiier^ aKud^wtUe 

dazzlhig temptations^ as they were vetfy /loldjlrom 

what, little clothes they woweij being .live*, vfipfce 

price of Bulama,. a much greater/zeidtfiititQ^.jtte 

opposite shore, and all the;adja€eiit isilisspaliiovMed 

to! twenty •sbc pottnda:<. ^ -'••.";!<' ^r/n ♦.?({ bidl o) 

^SSaturday, 4tk .,» E*4riyrthisj!«ibi«Bi?g>I J.jmM 

op Id Nk>ba4ia'd'to!iftt,dto.gf^hi»liQ)^^ 
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we^moQ of the laud which I bad yesterday pmi!- 
chaaed^ and which Mat(^ore had signed on bo^rd 
ike cutter. He did so ; and immediately afterr 
wards taking hold of both my hmis, and lifting 
them up near to his lips (I supposed with an intenr 
tion of kissing) he spat into thero^ sayings ' thai 
npyf BuJ.apaa and the other lands which I had beea 
treating for were mine ; that his town^ even where 
I stoodj belonged to me ; and that now we yv^re 
{^others*' To be called the brother of Niobana I 
]md np pbjection^ but would willingly have dis- 
pensed with the oeremoriy by which I was made 

60/* 

. Returning to Bulama on the following day^ the 
President found that young Haacorne had ip the 
interim died^ and that the sick Ibt had increased 
to jtwenty-two ; in oonsequeace of whijqh he sent 
the cutter to Sierra Leone for the assistoot surgeon» 
wba had been allowed to go thither in the Calypso^ 
to attend the patients. Fpur of the colonists took 
this opportunity of requesting leave to go home j 
which, from Mr. Beaver's resolution to detain no 
one, was instantly granted. Notwithstanding the 
incessant rains, he proceeded to Bissao m the 
cutter^ whence she was de^atohed to her destipar 
tipn, while he remained to arrange, with Mr. de 
Sylya, for a regular supply pf refreshments. Dur- 
ing this time be fell ei^tremely iU; yet^ aotwith? 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPTAm PUItiP BEAVER. 75 

stauding hiis weakniess^ he returned to ihe settler 
ment the moment he had concluded his business. 
Two of the colonists had expired in his absence^ to 
one of whom, Mr. Marston, the surveyor, he pays 
a high tribute of praise, as a truly good aad 
Valuable man, of noble mind and great acquire- 
ments ; but who had been reduced in circumstances 
by the American Revolution. 

The exposure and fatigue which Mr. Beaver 
underwent could not but retard his recovery. His 
disorder, though he appeared to be convalescent, 
shortly afterwards grew rapidly worse, and aboiit 
the middle of August he was so reduced, that his 
life was despaired of: his feelings, and those of 
the settlers, are thus described in the Journal. — 
^^I am aware that I shall he accused of consum- 
mate vanity for what I am now about to write : 
be it so — for I allow that even to the last moment 
of my recollection, when I absolutely thought that 
I was no longer for this world ; when I was actually 
deprived of my speech, but not of my sienses, I 
felt great consolation in what I heard every orte 
say of me ; for as no one conceived that I was 
sensible, or could possibly live an hour longer^ 
they probably spoke only their real sentiments. 

^^Ttie people had crowded about the cabin-dbor^ 
aH day, inquiring after my health, khd shewied 
great aotxiety for my recovery. ' As the front lif 
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txif^eahl^, from dne side^of theehijp tothe'ottiery 
xiTBik dtodonttiitied 'Window, I could hear everythuig^ 
tibirt' was said, but could not be seen^ oA account 
6{iti canvai^ screen round that part where toy eot 
hung. Reader ! if this should ever be seen by othfer 
ey^ than toy own, call me vain if you please, for 
I'dtf assure you that I was exceedingly so, when 'I 
hl3ard every individual speaking only my praise t 
ifeef breith of slander itself could not accuse me of 
toy 6ne thing which I wished not the wbrld to 
brtd^ : every one said, that I had killed myself 
bjr'my exertions for their good; that labdoring 
and exposing myself, so much as I had done, no 
cdtt^tltntion could stand; that now they must' go 
WCftiie; for, as they had lost me, there was no one^ 
left' hh^ho could take care of them. - 

/^^^^^i8etween seven and eight in the evening I 
ddftli no longer articulate; but was seized wilh 
fit^rtittliiTg in my throat, which I conceived to be 
a^Syrafptom of my no very distant clissotution. ' t 
^ftd^filiirsiiisible; and, indeed, for an hour aftetl 
^W6''l^dttliflg^^hfad fik^ seized me. It was now Mt 
I^^H6!it-(i f^vefry one Say that it was all over, arid 
fli^'CaptiiuCbx, sitting by the sky-light almost 
fiifittieldlafely dVer be, said ttiat to-morrow he 
sWiM iikve^brtli^rs tb- get i-eady to sail for England: 
TBffisj'ho^ flfef i'atii 1)etter; Mr: Munden and MrV 
AlSfe¥d(^fa,^cl oHlf two- members of the comrtittetei 
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b4^yer confirmed j as they had made up tbein tmnfbi 
tp; giye ^uch ordei^ the moment I waa dead :» ii>i> 
HQitiber o| them-wau]d.take <^barge of the 4¥)}oiiy(;r 
md ifkiwA ifthey wouidi nobody would have, staid) 
M^benl^ftsgone, : mil 

uf^ I /QajBr with^ truth aver^ that if in these mo^-i 
itiQnil4/ 1 bad the least wish to live^ it was to {xrei 
i^ecvQ, t^is colony. Death, if thou never com^sjt iiN 
greater terrors, I shall never be afraid tci.ipe^ 
thee; for the ;h$ippie$t moments of my exipftecK^; 
iwere those; ;wlien I- expected to cease to be> : M^jjfl 
my faturei life be suoh, as ix> enable me al^wys jtq 
iJieet thee thus!'' ./-. j,^^ 

; TheJife of our oflScer was, however,. proyid9i;ir) 
^Uyt^ared for greater exertions; and 4n:a.^(<^ 
days he was again at work, tracing out. thfsf Jjiifj^ 
i|)r.aa intended block-house, on the supamit..^ the 
bill./ Finding that the maxini, of individipal -^^^f^^ 
b^ng necessarily dependant on the. gi^nexalj \y9^ 
i|ot understood, Mr. Beaver determined ofv^r^^T^ 
ploying.- ail the labourers in erect^ngiraj^rflflgo^ip^ 
bpiifduiigs within a square i^clqsuse^.,i^<;|)ij^}}9i^ 
^n§w^ the doulje purpose pf 4^eijqe^;^(jij4?¥fi^ll 
ipg,;. thereby checking. th^^vpiter^li^idjjf^ 
wjjicbsome of thew evjflped^/oi;,^^c^pg;.j3^ft9gg 
afiwirding ta. th^ir o^ Wea^jPfrOQ^jft^^ \^^. 
tiqv.: The bouses, jjrerp.i^rjj^^^^^^ ^i^fSM? 
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industrietis should have tfadrs covered the ftPfiAi 
Several of the subscribers were dissatisfied that he 
would not give them a little spot for a> gferden ? but 
as he donceived that their whole labour would be 
devoted to it, he thought the int^esti^ of the dom* 
muiiity rather required a public o^ie. 

These disagreeable contentions occasioiied him 
great uneasinessy as some of the membens? becftmef 
extremely unruly 5 and hd felt it necessary, for 
fte safety of the whole, to act with firmness lind 
vigour. He was determined, with so weak a 
party^ to work entirely on the pdblio accoHiTt> 
although he felt, could circumstances have per* 
mitted, that esidi iaboHret would have rendered 
infinitely mote on bis own allotted ground, than 
when cultivating in C6mmon. One of the settlersj 
irritated at being obliged to dig at the bloeh-house> 
said> ^* that he would live in a hut by himself, i(Mr 
be was not afraid/'—^' Yes," said Beaver^ ^* yott 
a^ afraid ;— ^I order you instantly inside, and I 
daae you to disobey/* 

On the 26th of August, Bellchore, with a large 
party^ came to viat the settlement. Although such 
a compliment was not at all desirable at that early 
periody Mr. Beaver politically welcomed him wiflh 
a* salute, and most indulgently entertained faimj 
whiek kindiUfess w»9 returned with a present of live 
st^eh, and in the eowde of two da^s he took his 
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leare. On this occasion the old king put on a 
eefremonial dress oyer his goat skin^ and changed 
a red woollen cap for a three-cornered hat, deco- 
rated with buttons. When the hoar of sleep ar- 
rivedy his sable majesty^ who had been ansparing 
in his attentions to the spirits, would not go to bed 
until a bottle and glass were placed by his piUow; 
*^ for," said he, ^^ suppose I must wake in the 
»ight, that time I can drink rum too." 
• Towards the end of August, the number of meit 
who were capable of working being reduced to 
twenty-four, the watches were contracted from four 
to three, and sev^ul were excused that they might 
tommence other labour at day-light. 

Mr. Hood, who went on shore with these early 
parties^ had, on the morning of the 1st of Septem- 
ber, gone into the woods io visit a guinea hen's 
nest, but being missing towards evening, appre- 
httisions were entertained for his safety, especially 
as he had a dysentery, and a bad ulcerated 1^. At 
night all was silent '* except frogs and mosqnitos,*' 
a gun was fired, and a light kept burning, thot^h 
they never expected to see him again. At length 
on the tf^Ucming morning he made bis appearance, 
having wandered all the preceding day until nigfat, 
when, alarmed by die growling of a wild beast, he 
dimbed a tree, although his right of oocopa&m 
WW dispnled by a fiunily of mcmkies. He anited 
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very much fatigued at the block-hous^, havingf 
eaten nothing, except a small yellow plum which 
grew spontaneously ; but^ what is the most extra- 
ordinary, entirely cured of his dysentery, apparently 
by this fruit, and his leg a great deal better. 

Mortality, fever, and heavy rains retarded the 
progress of the works on shore so much, that Mn 
Beaver determined on making the few who were 
able, continue their labour on the Sunday aftei*^ 
noons, though not without meeting some objection. 
As the very existence of the colony depended upo^ 
having a place of security, before the departure of 
tlie Hankey, his arguments were very short ; and 
an order, that he who did not work should not eat 
on a Sunday, quickly overcame all their scruples. 

By the end of September, the establishment was 
reduced to fifty-eight, of whom thirty were ill I 
The President was therefore brought to ^' the me- 
lancholy necessity*' of reducing the intended block- 
hbuse from a hundred and eighty by a hundred 
and fifteen, to a hundred and fifteen feet square. 
A boat, which had been brought out in frame, was 
l^nnche^, and called the Perseverance ; and t\\e 
rains being nearly over, the covering which had 
been constructed to shelter the ship, was taken off. 
and sent on shore. Notice was now given that 
tbe Hankey would sail for England about the mid- 
dle of Mbretttber ; and as the people were much 
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depressed in spirits^ Mr. Beaver demanded the 
names of those who intended to abandon the 
colony^. that he might not build more houses than 
M^ere requisite. 

A determined spirit like his was now vitally ne* 
CQSsary^ as an example to those who wavered^ re-* 
spiting this last chance of returning to their native 
shores. Several, who did not openly give their 
opinion, were not the less earnest in trying to shake 
his resolution, in order that all might retreat with 
credit ; and the doors of the new store-house were 
ifound chalked with—*' It is death to stay:* '' Yet/' 
he remarks, in a letter, *' the mortality must, cerr 
tainly be attributed to the laborious fatigue attend- 
ing a first attempt to settle a colony ; and the ne- 
cessity we were reduced to, of working in the rains. 
In order to have a fort to defend, and a house t^ 
cover us. At the beginning of the dry seasoff^ 
when we expected the ship was to leave us, had we 
been strong enough to have worked but little, and 
ihat during the intervals of the rains, I really thipk 
but few would have died. But with little strengA 
we. found it necessary t9 work from mom to ni^t| 
^xcppt when the rains ppured like torrents, and by 
ihese we were often caught, w|i?n goin^ ia thi^ 
boat, either on board or on shore." , r . 

There is little doubt but tbatseyer^l of tha^jap] 
l*ss settlere also accelerated their, own fat^s \)y ^ 
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injudicious use of minerals and drugs ; Tor alarg* 
quantity of Tartar emetic^ James's powdens, and 
other powerful medicines^ were found in the chest 
of Mr. Banfield. It was also proved-that this igttto^ 
rant man had been in the habit of administering 
strong' doses to his companions, even while they 
were in sound health I 

** He physic*s use doth quite mistake, 
• That physic takes, for physic's sake." 

The Beggar's Benison returned from Sierra 
iieone on the 6th of October^ but the assistant-sur* 
geon had declined to rejoin thenci. She, however, 
brought back Qaptaiii Paiba, one of the foliT who 
left them on the 7th of Augqst^ with his wife^ efaild; 
and servant ; and what was of infinitely more im** 
portance> two Papel grumetas, or hired native 
labourers from Bissao — it being now evident tbat> 
without such assistance^ fliey could neither com» 
plete their works^ nor afterwards retain them. 

^^ October 18th. — Mr. Banfield^ who has been 
some time in a state of lunacy, attempted to de^ 
stroy the ship's steward^ by laying his skull open 
with a three-cornered soraper ; and we have very 
strong grounds to believe that the ship's oook^ who 
was drowned on the 2d instant, was rolled dver^^ 
boards in his sleep, by this same Mr: Banfield, at 
that time insane/' Beaver was obliged to ieonfini 
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ibis upfortanate geDtleniaii in irons, which* with 
4b« trouble occasioued about the same time^ by 
Mr* Rowe^ the surgeon^ harassed him greatly in 
jtibe exeout^on of his duties. The latter had long 
b^en diasatisfiedf but his turbulent temper now 
sought every opportunity of sowing dissension in 
the minds of others^ besides entirely neglecting his 
medical services under pretence of illness^ by which 
culpable remissness several persons died without 
his having even seen them. He appears to have 
been harsh and profligate, and his murmurs .might 
have occasioned mischief^ had they not provoked 
geaefal contempt. He was so pertinacious in endear 
vouring to excite cabals^ that nothing would silenae 
him, exiOept Beaver's threatening ^^ to put him ia 
iroos^ and chain him like a bear to a tree." 

To the varied duties of our indefatigable leadei^ 
^v^re now added the gloomy ones, not only of read- 
ing the &neral service over the dead^ but of digging 
graves for their reception, owing to the disgust 
which the grumetas expressed at the sight . of a 
white corpse. At length the time for the Hankey 's 
d^tarture drawing near^ the colonisto landed on 
the 8th of November with their baggage; but 
through their incorrigible indolence, and in spite 
of all admonition^ there w£& still little or no shdtar 
for. them. A four pounder was placed at each of 
tibeigates, and an evening gun fired to announce 

G2 
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vigilMoe ehd watchijig* i but ihe people were^gneaitly. 
<Jispjrited/ and ou the 10th, the. diary iiDtes>-Htr 
^liThofttgh ill wUh a fetei-> turned oat three, tiriies 
ialtlie nighty from alarms given, through the fear> 
aiid madness of Robinson* Made him at kist:go 
tb.deep under my cot." • 

These agitations irritated the dis(»:der of Mx, 
Be^Ver^ insomuch that he. was unaUe to rise for a 
fertoight '' 23d. From the lOth instant I have 
bfeen tfoo ill to keep a journal, and am now scarcely 
ail^ to: scribble a few lines to the trustees, before 
t})^rHal|key sails, her charter having expired the 
daij^i^tfter I was confined to my bed." It assuredly 
r/9|g»^md.the nerves of a hero to preserve the settle- 
Tff^i a,i$sailed as it was by treachery, disease, and 
d^^ih ; and to endeavour in such confusion a^d 
distress, to establish order and prosperity, wib^s 
i^^prthy of the vigorous mind, which could under^ 
tf^V^, to oplonise and govern, without any assistance. 
W autl^arity from the government of his country.. 
, , Aft?jr ♦hp sailing of the Hankey, the general de^, 
pre^fi^rinQreased, and strenuous exertions beoame 
n^i|;§^i;y^jbo decide the fate of the colonists, for the 
original number of two hundred and seventy^ve 
PgR^j9i^,;w$^Sj.j>Qw r^uced to twenty-eight I {Of 
t]^^/(^W,i%..QiilyspiEM3aJMii^ and therefore.the.only 
^ p(f fispij jtq ppmipftrjdtbe -gutter, was ascertained to. 
%^jfit(?fipHSjp^;i[ajte,;: .^'i However," says B«aV^ii> 
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wboKiimde the best'of dver^^ thing*^ -^ tlie kudmng a 
Hiaiitobe aviBainy is getting dver every dilficiilty/' 
The whole of the establishment now fell ill ; but 
onHieSthc^ December^ four meii had fortanaitely' 
sofar redoTOred as to be logging the block-house 
with the grumetas^ when they were sorprised emd' 
anUo^ed to see Bellchore coming round the pdnt 
with a strong party of well-ajppointed men. Bea^l 
vei^ kiimediately beat to anhs, saluted him, and' 
loaded the great guns with grape shot; by which' 
time the aged savage had landed^ and marched lip^ 
in battle array to within forty yards of thef leasts 
gate^ where he halted. Having placed two tendi^ 
nels at each gate, with orders to kill the first mart' 
who should attempt to pass by force, the Presidewt' 
went forth to meet Bellchore, who knew and em- 
braced him very cordially. The Bijugas begged 
hard to be admitted, for the sight of the cannons 
terrified them from open attempts, and at length^ 
permission was given to Bellchore alone io' 
enter the block-house ; but as his Majesty had been 
overheard to intimate his intention of'atfettkirtg* 
them, he was received with the most' rigid c^adtlonfj^ 
tetwpered with politeness. : i i i; . » 

* The four colonists and seven gruriletasyiiiWhdilU 
tb^defehce consisted/ w^re warned^ tha'f th^ii^isstfetj^ 
depended upon firmness arid unibh ;• atfd'asa^^VdcJf 
oPhis own resolution, Mri Beavei^foxil^thfe^i^uas'but^ 
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of two barrels of gunpowder, which Werfe> kmong^t 
many others, close to the cot In whifch he Inade 
the old king sleep, and placed Ughted matches by 
them ; there being no alternative between preserv- 
ing the place, or blowing the whole to atoins. 
The small garrison was divided into two wateh€8> 
one commanded by the lieutenant, and the other 
by Johnson, a grumeta, for not one of the colo- 
nists was well enough to undertake the charge/ 
Only one of the cutter's crew then remained, knd 
he was on board, with orders to fire into the hut 
amongst Bellchore's people, if he shonld hear the 
report of two muskets. 

These hints were sufficient for the Bijuga chief> 
whose hostility or friendship were balanced by cir- 
cumstances, and the night passed away quietly. But 
two of the colonfets were mudh worse in Hke tMtn- 
iflg, from the cold dews, and the fatigtie of watch- 
ing ; and two of the grumetas, stOI less able fhaa 
the whites to bear such hardships, were taketi Hi. 

Mr. Beaver, seeing his force thus diminish, inlti- 
mated to Bellchdre, that ^' there was much work 
to do; that the people would not attend to it wbile 
his men were on the island ; that he would be happy 
if he would stay, but that he must send his Bljugas 
away/^ The wary savage, after a pauses finding 
his design was frustrated, replied; ^* My soft has 
reason ; Isee you have niu6h to d()-— ^we will^* 
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pftrtf'' .Some handsome presents being given him^ 
he quitted the settlement about an hour before 
sunset, under a salute from the block-house. 

The feverish anxiety and extraordinary exer- 
tion of this memorable night, so affeeted the Lieu- 
tenant's own health also^ that on the 13th^ having 
recoverqd from a deUrious fit, he sent for Messrs. 
Fielder and Hood, the only subscribers who were 
able to move, before whom he made his will, and 
gave them advice how to act after his death* 
The following morning, " died, and were buried, 
both M(r. and Mrs. Freeman : this couple I married 
on the 4th of last month. They were both taken 
ill about tm minutes after the ceremony was per- 
fbrmysd, and have been so ever i^hice. They both 
dvbd this morning within ten minutes of each other, 
and were both buried m the same grave." 

The grumetas now became dissatisfied^ and, 
. with the exception of two, went away on the 15th. 
^^ Hanrin, one of the only three men who are well, 
tcAd me this evening that he wished to leave the 
eolony^ and go to Bissao^ which I readily acceded 
id, having never asked a man to remain, who 
«^wed the least inclination to leave the i^aml» 
Such dastardly wretches were never seen. IH^d 
and was buried this evening, Mr, Fielder. . T^is 
is Ihe man, who two days ago.n^de my will, 
and whom I thought likely to be, my s^cp^s^pr. 
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L^iifh^.^o Tgmaiping grurae^ wiera se«t,Qft;|^tf 
16th to Bissao^ when Harwin and bis Bon Irftj,tJlB 
9(piiQny!, leaving Watson, the LbuteaianlfB serV^^t, 
tb0'Only cdonist well, on shore, ewt iPcfle^ HlQ^ 
IP , the outter. ^ - Watson and rayself sjept an the 
e^t; gateway^ every other being, barficado^d.; aiHl 
1} cplleoted ihe colonists^ being mvm sidk jt\ms 
Ultoi tl;^ adjoining berthy that we might be jn.^ 
ij»t}dy4ii G^m of anattack." ; :t ^l 

Two days after^ a cool N. E, wind sprung npy. in 
which the thermometer never ros6 higher than 77°, 
whence the patients revived surprisingly^ ^1 Its 
bracing coolness/' says Mr. Beaver^ *^has almost 
ifecovered me^ who have been from daylight till 
dark exposed to it^ while our indolent sick have' 
been p^nf up all day in their stinking eating-house^' 
wtiichj!ias scarcely been cleaned since they came 
dh s1i6i*e^ rather than exert themselves so much as 
t6' go into this renovating air. In the evening^ 
wKen We leave off work, Peter goes on board the' 
ciittei^^ ahd my man and myself remain to defend' 
the block-house f *Tis well we are not attacked/ 
Siiidfe the departure of the Hankey, I have had no 
oiie to fepeat' {o^ ho conversation. ' I do not thini:/ 
it Me to' sh6W* %ht^^ atid therefore cannot read jri 
the'e^e'ning's';' indeed!, my head at present could" 
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li«rt>^ear ii; do Hbs^i after vk leavd dff work^ I sit 
about two hours alone in the dark^ in sullen deli^ 
yj-adion on what we are to do ot\ the mon^w^ and 
thfen^^tc^feed'.'* • ' • 

^)>l%($8eii»tleito moments were the t^ause of many 
prntriil reflections; for it was then that imagination 
foHciblf exciited unavailing vexation^ at the want 
fef- conduct which disgraced all the preliminary ^ro-* 
GCedingd. At those times, also^ the pensive reooU 
lection of relations and friendis would anxioasly 
intrude^ and often for the moment disturb ereU hi^ 
stoical firmness. 

*' Thoughts succeed thoughts like restless troubled waves 
" ' ' Dashkig* oat on^ atiother/' 

I.' t 

^e deaths of Mr, Aberdeen, the last member 
of the council, and Mr» Sparks, the last subscriber 
but one;i on the 21st of December, occasioned the, 
following remark : — ^^ Since the first of this montjj^^ 
of nineteen men, four women, and five children, 
we have buried nine men, three women, and one 
chi|djf which is, except one, half the whole colony, 
It is melancholy, no doubt, but many have ab^p- 
lutely died through fear," . . 

A reinforcement of twenty grumetas, *^ a cargo 
raorq valuable, than gold," roused th? survivors 
from despondency,, thq^gh Mc.|Bpayei? receive^ 
intimatipns from his i friend, do. ^ylva^jjtl^at.^th^. 
Canabacs would attack him. 
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Every preoaution wm accordingly takeo^whwi 
on the 29th, some canoeB filled with armed meiii 
led by Jalorem's two sons, arrived on a pretended 
friendly visits bearing and receiving presents m 
tokens of perfect amity. But it was afterwards 
discovered that they meditated a treaoherous 
attack, and were diverted from' it only by ^ 
accidental firing of a gun^ which was regarded by 
those savages as a bad omen« It was plotted^ 
that the two brothers were to stab the Premdeni, 
and, on a signal from them to their companion, 
outside^ the east gate was to have been stdrmedf 
and the whole of the English put to death. 

The negroes having reported a large ship at the 
back of the island^ with ^^too much white people 
on board/' Mr. Beaver went off to pilot her to the 
anchorage. She proved to be th^ Scorpion sloop of 
war, under orders to render every possible assj^t* 
ance to the colony ; but, owing to the badness of the 
charts, she was on the point of returning to Cape 
Roxo, when the President got on board. Glided 
by him, she was soon anchored iu safety before 
the block*house, and the garrison of Hespereleusis 
bad tiie proud satisfaction of having their lialute re- 
turned by a British man of war ! This unexpeoted 
arrival was a source of great happiness, and a 
plea for the first holiday since their disembarkation. 

'' January ISth, 1793.— This evening, the Scor- 
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pionBailecL From OoptfiiaFemSi I reoeived every 
cffvflity ; and^ from his saying he had orders to rear 
derus any aaststanoe in his power, I requested pei^ 
mission of him to ask^ among his crew, for six volua- 
t^rs to straigthen the colony, as I had heard there 
wisre men in his ship who would accept the offer ; 
bat he told me, that was a point in which he could 
not assist me, as he had no authority to discharge 
any of his men. However, one of his midshipmen 
of the name of Soott, who was very anxious to re- 
flMun, he at length discharged, and I gave him the 
doinmdnd of the cutter." But, although he could 
not obtain the number of seamen he wished, ike 
visit of the Soorpion proved a most providential 
occmrencef as it saved the colony from imminent 
danger. For it was afterwards found, that Bell- 
chore, mOb one hundred and fifty warriors^ had 
landed, and was actually within fifty yards of the 
gateway, when two muskets were fired from the 
l^kx)rpion's boat, the officer of which was doubtful 
where he was; These being answered by the cut^ 
ter tod block-house sentinel, the old savage de- 
oam^d, in the foil assurance that he had been ^1$" 
covered, and that the colonists had been rem- 
iiirced fixmi the ship with '' too much white people 
•on board." 

As die edifice was coocbived to be. perlectly 
*^eeiire from sadden attacks by the IQth of Fe- 
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bruary, 'they* thenceforward ^ceased to wodc/ott th^t 
Sabbath^ ^- which;" says Beaver^ /M:tlioughti iitr 
unjustifiable to do^ before our people could ^oitQ* 
pnoiyers an safety." . •'■ /f'-;i; 

f! Mtertbe celebration of divme woi^hip <m(ith6> 
folldmiig Sunday, a disgraceful soene took ^phioeu > 
^^Some of the colonists and Johnson^ ;tlie gni4r 
meta, were very riotous, particularly « flie- latter $) 
so much so, that it became necessary to beat [to. 
ams. James Watson I was oblig-ed^toiatfike 
with (the birtt end of my fusils and was then going.' 
tdis^ze Jdinson and put him in irons,! when he. 
preaented a cocked pistol in each hand, and said 
tbatt he "would rather be killed at once than put in 
irons, as he knew that I should flog him sererely. 
Ai this moment, Peter Hayies, who was dose by 
rile,* lEUsked if he should fire at him, saying that if 
I Tf^ould give the orders, he would shoot him dead 
ott *he spot. This sanguinary fellow I called a 
scoandrel, and, ordering his musket to be taken 
from him, gave my own to Mr. Hood, and thenr 
weist up to Johnson and seized him by the collar:' 
h&i iminediatdy burst into tears, and dropped both 
hii^ pistoby saying, that he could not fire upon an 
undvmed mam'' : ^ .... 

.'Hespeireteusis was vi^ted on the 28th by' 
Matbbc^e^' Kingof^Ghinala^^ with bis wife and « 
threeiattendantsv The col(>iMsts had already found ^ 
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tfa^t Btafliraff to bo a peaceable' race^ and someiof 
theit' hun<ierfe/ who cairie over ^* to make iradd/*^ 
bad^ befeh veryusefoi/ from the game wbidb Aey 
daily shot and brought in. In nine days^ ooei 
of fthese : killed twenty-five guinea bens, £6ur 
deery land a mountain goat, besides wxDundirig 
three ele^bsnts : *^ in short/' exclaims the presi- 
dent, ^* to live here, a man has nothing to do but 
to plant yaihs, and be a good marksman." 

With Matefaore came a Mandingo priest^ or gria-. 
gria merchant, as the venders of magkal ciiarins/ 
are called. ^^ To this, priest I had made\6Dine! 
handsome presents, and he ibis day^ iii fretiOTi^j 
gave me twelve gris-gris, and assured me^tfaat- 
they w€Mild inevitably secure me from all danger;! 
at tbe same time be gave me directions bo^ iof. 
difipo^e ^of itljbera. . Some were to be carried ^bonti 
my peison; one; secretly placed ovei^eacb gatp-l 
way; another kept under my pillow; a^nd am)!l4if«r> 
undtothe roof of the house which! was buiymgv 
&04 ' I f ecdved theih with as much gratitude^ :asi 
if Ihad implicit belief in their viirtw^r^rtd^prc^oaiaed/ 
td ifoUow bis directions in their tdispbaali > i Inwasi 
the more astonished at thb prdse^^.beeaniseiiii'itbe! 
morning, when he boasted of the strengld[idrjTttirtu6f 
of(bisigfis-gris^ I.had. ridiculed/ th^>(alQd)4eshfed 
him. io; put all tibat heiihottght prppiet tp^prbtecttl 
fiomj dejaith by; a,i»|isl^thtaaU,iQlft tbe-.iiecfciof jon©^^ 
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my fowls^ and that if I did not'imiilediatdf shMt 
it dead^ 1 would give him ten bais/' 

^^ March ISth.-^Disoharged thid day^^ at -their 
own request^ to go home in the Naacy^ Thonlafi 
Box and Thomas Griffiths^ two worthless and in- 
dolent vagabonds, who have never done any work, 
who have never been of the least use to us ; also 
Mrs« Riches, the only surviving woman, widow of 
one of the labourers, and Maiy Box^ the only «ur<- 
viving girL ' ' This separation left the men of the 
colony^ hot five in number^ of whom two were 
fokoks, and two boys; there were also three men 
in the cutter^ neither of whom, however, had 
come ifom England with the settlers* 

In this weak state they received toother vii^ 
fronr the ferocious Bellchore, on which all the gru* 
metas were collected within the block-house^ and 
only two attendants at a time admitted with the 
king. It was thought politic to make no mention of 
the late treacherous plot, ^^ though I had intended^'' 
says Mr^ Beaver, ^^to reproach him with his perfidy^ 
and to have assured him^ that nothing that he had 
done was pnknown to me ; then to have flogged 
him, and turned him unarmed from the island." 
But several displays of power were made to con« 
firm them in their high idea of ^^ all white man 
witch," such as firing shot so as to make them 
ris^ several times out of the water — bidding tbo 
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magnetic paedhr always to point one way^— bnnging 
the sun down on a man's head by means of the 
quadrant-^^^nd^ above all, sitting on a cannon 
while it was fired ! . 

** So lookers oti fed most delight 
Who least perceive the ]uggler*s flight ; 
;Aiid Mill the less thi|^ understand. 
The more they admire the slight of hand/' 

Notwithstanding the smallness of their numbers^ 
the advanced state of the block-house gave Mr; 
Beaver such security from attacks, that on the 
night' following Bellchore*s departure, he writes 
ihuk :— ^^ Undressed myself this night for the first 
time, except when I was ill, for eight months and 
nine days ; for, though I trust that I have no im- 
proper fears, I have hitherto always thought it 
prudent to havo arms within my reach, and to be 
ready to act in a moment, without losing the time 
necessary for dressing." The progress of the 
houses, also, now allowed of a portf<Mi of time 
being devoted to the enclosing of fields and gar- 
deris ; but, strange to relate, a wonderful sort of 
stupidity seized all the colonists, except Mr. Scott, 
the midshipman, and a boy,— some so completely 
losing their memory as to become nearly idiots. 

May the 12th, while ^^ playing tlie conjuror- ' to 
a party of friendly Biafaras, Mr. Beaver shewed 
them various prints. Of these they did not seem 
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si^^ SiU.tM W4S exhibited. Tq tfee,.ij|fijH^i«fc 
Lavater they paid. the strozigesi tiilHiub^ Mti:mi^ 
d^ul; screaming; an4 quitting the ^poi^ ,tbe .jnop^t 
\m portrait o£ ^^the angry v^hk^ mm*' iW» 
placed before them* .• ? ib; 

, Sliprtly after the departctre* of ihem f^^^Gi^j^ 
tbe^^^win^ morning, thirteen; elep)iianil!&.((.i!i^Qift 
<Msc9iKPered about two miles^ off^fmitimkilgikutk 
i^ .Qfgposite shore. Mr. Scott^ ia the, hoat,^ fiiP^ 
ta.^n^v:e^ their landings by whic^ all but J^|4«^ 
ni^ driven into a muddy bay^ wb^^ iim.laa!tt#; 
w^;i];v|u|Mjrat to enable them tp gain the bea^iv 
while the constant firing of the midshipmwxpi%j. 
vf jc^tpfl tlyeir return to the. riven , la thifi.giiui^^^ 
mp;^!^ jeither to advance or retreat, the ti(|»i]^: 
thfviK when the whole garrison^ asioimi^g itQ! 
fifteen , men, were ordered to the attac)$^;and?()p9c^ 
^Rf^; i^. fp^' ^^^^ hours^ at the distance of 6m»\ 
fqa^^tp <?H^y/B y*rds. The fire was chiefly. s^^pw^ 
tf^,^,her.ypmg oncj the latter of whic);^:hRimgi 
faaf^^i^' pr^^Qscip ^u^ tail cut ofi^ iittefled.Jbe»r|ii( 
^A4iflff;^^; < >Xii^; .^h^r received o^ Jhm«toQ4l 
a«4.|fi^J{ifi!v>i,^bopt l^er ihea4>, and sev^rsJitifieji* 
^yWS*i'W?H^^-Wbes.;fl^nk,,be^ sh? «Kpki4it 
44i>^?*i»(>»»s*l§i'«^ thf .a9#rcei, pf,tth^,si|ilir3t,l 
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HMtt "ste past abemt her proboscis, tbss6d up the 
Mad; and moaned lamentably every tkne a musket 
wte presented at her. In short, Beiver ddter-s 
min^d never more to approach any of those noble 
aaifiiah, unless provided with iron slugis. 

: Oft ttie 14th^ when going' down to their victims^ 
several hippopotami were seen in the water; but 
all pursuit of them was rendered useless^ by their 
dexterity in diving. ^^ The dead elephant grounded^ 
itt' dbont three feet water, on its side, and white 
P^fei^ Hayle^ was cutting out its tusks with a broad* 
axe, I sat on its upper side with a long pike to 
prick the sharks which surrounded it^ on the nose^ 
and keep them from him^ during which timetl(ere 
were never less than seven or eight trying to nib-i 
WeatH." 

The rains setting in shortly afterwards, occa-i 
sbil^ considerable inconvenience, from the ro6&' 
b^ng ill thatched ; for, from the weakness of the 
people, such imperfections were not easily re- 
itiedied. By a Portuguese deserter from Bissao, * 
the president was informed that he might easffly" 
rwfttit his numbers from that garrison, provided' 
hd wotild receive those who fled to. him u *'bui,*** 
lie'^icolaims, ^'much as I wantmen> said Valuable 
as tiieir acquii^ition would be, I had rtrtbefr lose; 
tlfosc^ which I now have, than ieteeive otherti who; ^ 
by. coming, must commit a crime.*' * Holding siicli 

II 
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nmiimen% he sent the deserter basdc to stlie Ibi'-i 
ixe^By having first made the best terms he eoiild 
for him with the governor. i 

' Another visit from Bellohorei on the 16dfe of 
Jnly^ occasions the following remark :— *MIe wejs 
exceedingly importunate to make me promise to 
eome and see him at Canabac ; be was labouring 
"diat point Uie whole of yesterday; ^ his women do 
nothing but cry to see me ; I must come and see 
them^ or they will die.' The cunning old rascal t 
he forgets that ^ all white man witch/ He plainly 
sees that he can do nothing by force^ and now he 
wants to get my person into his power/' 
' The 19th of July was the anniversary of the 
Calypso's departure, and every body was now ill^ 
except Messrs. Beaver and Scott. "At nine 
o'dock last iiight/' says the former, ^^ I had written 
my jouriisd, and was sitting down to a broiled fowl 
ht my supper^ when the mate of the cutter knocked 
Itt the block^house gate, and was let in. My door 
was opened, and two Europeans, two Englishmen, 
appeared before me. It is impossible to express 
tny astonishment, my joy, my feelings, at the sight. 
Their florid complexions, their appearance of health 
ttftd vigour, were such a contrast to the yellow 
idkins, and shrivelled carcasses, which I had for a 
lotig time been accustomed only to see, that I 
igafised upon them the whole evening, I thought 
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tliem the liandsomeBt mortals I had ever beheW/* 
They belonged to the Felicity schooner, from Lon- 
don, in the service of the Sierra Leone Compafiy^ 
with orders to touch at Bulama. She' brought 
proviftons for the colony, and despatches from the 
trustees^ exhorting Mr* Beaver not to quit the 
colony^ and promising to send out more settlers 
in about two months. These letters also gavd him 
notice of the war with France, but represented it 
as not likely to last beyond the current year. 

This intelligence was a tource of great inquie^ 
tude; by the conditions of his leave of absencci 
he was bound to join his profession within six 
months after being so required by the Gazette: 
which time had already elapsed. Then came 
the embarrassment whether to go, or to stay; 
on the one hand, he had everything to expect — 
promotion, wealth, and honour; on the other, 
neither pay nor support, nothing but the satis&c* 
tion of having faithfully fulfilled his engagement. 
Actuated by this generous feeling, he addressed a 
letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty, regretting 
his inability to comply with the order for all naval 
oflBcers to return to England, ^'having," he adds, 
* ^ the direction of a small colony, whose very existence 
depends upon my presence. If I disobey their 
Lordships' orders in the Gazette^ I know that I atn 
liable to lose my commission ; and if I obey them, 

H 2 
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Lnevor dteserved on^* LhiopQ thm Lordships iwiUi 
okMsirvti the peculiar hardship of my ditiiaiioili:0iidi 
gievt^itie oredkt^ whml aver^ that the King has bot 
^lO^ber UKure attached to him^ his country, aiadi 
fQnstitatlon^ than myself; that it is withf Ah0 
greatest ^regret I find myself obliged to Ite absent 
from the fleet in the time of war ; and that I ishaH 
^tobra^e the first opportunity of joining my pro- 



^^^Iii|ia(Mrea$ing the trustees^ Mr. Beaver^ in.)ht9 
pM^f^ndt (that all the misfortunes at BuUma ori-' 
llMiattdim want of attention and industry^ exeldims> 
^AfWhe gQod people of England need not be afraid 
fiSnttomi&g out. They will find a fort ready to 
jwirfa^t.them. They need not be much afraid of 
*t&e. elimlate : I think it a tolerably healthy oae. 
Ilieyrtpeed not run the risk of clearing a ^ot. of 
(gtound to build on : I have already as much cleared 
-as'ja'ilaiige town would cover. They need not 
i)irbrkt>a8<we were obliged to do, for a covering or 
ildtleiice/ either when it rains, or in the beat of the 
<-aftni;)|fGbfcIiwiH ishelter them. They need tiot fee 
nfri^kteftedjjir'foT' I will insure their safety. In 
Jjslio0tj(tiiey}iMed. not be exposed to any of /the ia- 
odi^nyentknaes .whi<^ ' we have -experienoed^ and 
/AftJtefQirt l>llijnk J it' feir to supt)(Qse^ that few of 
f ithftii isM /diQ< . } - W^ iwant a reinforcememt of med ; 
'jtlicgffjshoulid Jbe.toaiip€9iter^^i blaoksDoithsj and bitick- 
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%6tsj : •' accdstAmedi ' to ; « kbour 5 not ' Buch- aS' - m4 
timiight^Mtj habituatejci to drimkennqssj icSenes^^' 
s(nd ^U' the Tice^ of the capital Be carefiil tbats 
^ assistant sufveyor knows his business wdHianci 
thii/t h^ be capable of acting as prii)cipal> in c&m 
dfi th*' death' of the surveyor. In this country dt is 
well' t(i have duplicates of useful men . ** n . • 1 1 

• Theluckless colonists now b^an more heaVfly 
to feel the effects of the rainy season, aadi-l^ 
grumetas took every advantage of their' Mjdiss- 
ness. liiese men were principally froth ihel^i^] 
of'-Mawjack nations: the former, igitiot^V^m§, 
bigoted; the latter; deceitful, lying, aniii Jfiho- 
nest Much coercion was requisite to niak(^ th^ 
feel that they were hired servants, not imastfersg 
^^y from the baneful influence which their > gd^- 
■grisbad in dispiriting the labourers^ severe ^punitTi- 
qmeni was permitted to be inflicted on two: 1)1%) 
pretended to magic ; one of whom staixiQy per- 
sisted that he had frequently changed'Mmsell 'into 
an alligator ! A Manjack, who attempted^ to'iMtt) 
the President, was turned off the' irfafadifom iris 
'excessive folly^ in trying to hurthiniv u^^rd^Jibhi 
twefoty of them could not wound, ^' imUaimpe^skd 
block were attached to alargeitree^ toi hangiKthe 
! <flrst that should . thenceforward > > di^vl^ Ust linlfe. 
To one he was obliged to administer' ^wtSve ^im4n 
fedh*9> 'for endeaivouring to 'f<!>roe>A i^ate'^nUg 
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BefUchore's last visit ; and to another still mora^ 
ibr breaking into the storehouses. Such necessary 
severities kept their evil propensities in check; 
htA now^ when all the English were afflicted with 
fevers, Beaver himself dangerously ill^ and poor 
Scott, the midshipman^ on his death-bed; these 
worthless fellows pilfered with impunity* Besides 
taking away the cow^ and most of the fowls, 
the store-rooms were robbed to a serious extent, 
and all the Lieutenant's shirts and silk handker- 
chiefs stolen. Many of th^se goods were reco- 
vered at Bissao, and politely returned by the Go- 
vernor with a kind message, ** begging me not to 
punish any of my grumetas, but send them away> 
if they behaved ill ; and to have regard for my life, 
which would be in much danger from their thirst 
of revenge. A Manjack^ he says, never forgives 
wi injury while the man lives who inflicted it. I 
have never injured one of them, 1 have only given 
them what they deserved." 

The president illustrates the surly disposition of 
a Manjack by a forcible anecdote. The mast of a 
sloop, which anchored at Bulama, was shivered 
by lightning during a violent tornado; by which 
'aiccident obc man was killed and another wounded. 
^^I saw the man on shore/' he observes, ^' who 
had been burnt by the lightning, and who, 
tlH my approach^ was bemoaning his fate. His 
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left side, from a little above the hip, all the wAy 
down the oatside of his thigh and leg, was shock- 
ingly burnt, and perfectly raw. I ran for a bottle 
of sweet oil and a feather, with which I instantly 
returned, and anointed, with the gentlest hand 
and greatest care, the burnt parts ; all which time 
he appeared perfectly indiflFerent to my attention. 
When I had finished I gave him the bottle and 
the feather, and, by means of our interpreter^ I 
told him to do the same three times a day ; that 
}t would ease the pain, and soon heal the wound. 
He took them with the greatest coolness, without 
altering a muscle of his countenance, witibout shew- 
ing the least symptom of being pleased, or of 
gratitude, and without uttering a word in r^ly. 
He did not even look at me when I went away !'* 
With returning health Mr. Beaver renewed his 
exertions, though under the most discouraging 
circumstances imaginable, being neglected in Eng- 
land, and therefore destitute of resources. The 
ideotic lapse of memory had returned to all except 
himself, and he fortunately escaped, though he 
had had more mental and bodily fatigue than the 
whole of the others put together. The employ- 
hient now was grubbing up stumps, paling, and 
(linking a well in the centre of the block-bobse 
cxmrt-yard ; a measure of the highest importance 
to Its preservation in case of attack. While woirk- 
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^^Suppo^ I w<tt 3faeiuU .BflTd I gdUj Sik*3'.' ^ii^ Wit^^ 
lip^. li^X/hadi rather find wUer,f^.shi(i'lV'^Ife> 

h.TJt^e, toft, however, was too:grea4;forIthftir.iJ«i9fi-' 
i^^Q4i Qui^beei ; &d, towaikls th^ sifd ^FjOdbteitj < 
lyjjMiej nfeak and desponding^ the; werdfsculttrniedt 
aftjtJ^e^pp^ect of a.hostile viatt from the Bijipgas]^ 
£^jM>< h^pome extremely iQiportiina)ii& totabfrnAcMi^ 
thfie^^U^ment Hayles and BenDetfaadtdlready! 
d^^e^iji^pn. hearing frooi a friendlrjri Pilp^ ofian^ 
i|^f^^4 < attack ; others were detected ^pidniiin^/ 
aj^ogfti^Pjej; wd Mr. Hood declared he >could'iif6b> 
sl^pif from, the fear of havmg Ins throkt Ciit;i'j h^- 
d^jhQoonfesi^ed that^ in dressings histsbipk ^t' 
ofi^gJi^ over his head so that hei could ^not seej > 
ai^he remained motionless for nearly a; q^aiter of > 
aiidhour.irom the dread of a Bijugahavingisoizeidii 
him^»thatigh he endeavoured to reason hmnselfiouti' 
ofitteiabsttr4ity» - ; /» ^^i 

iJa ,bfip(9p pfi.th^ piroiQised reinforcement ifomi 
hgH^^^AtruBeavenUiade every pos^leddoyjabdi 
fri^ei^ly |^n4eavQuited toeonvince'hiscompaiiioiisi- 
that their fears were groundless. Little ididijbe^- 
in|#glP^i^^^H<titetfatohes<bad heen fttanduleikfly. 
wltf^^^M^^jni^n^ithat.ttbe toostess were> bonse^r 
q^9n0yu>ip :ign9iWI@^ p£iitii6>.8tat6..ofi afiatrdtjqt^ 
Bulama ! 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPTAIN tPEiniP .mwER. 109 

V4( JMiMwtf me tJie! i alanais iiDoieased^' tafad'iftef ^robLj 

atileiigtMitthel 14kai€>f iNdveMeh ther cobuiyii^W' 
o$asisting bfeMf/HiX)d^ <he^^^ WSaI 

liams, .a man who had deseHed fnmi iMbdl^^i^^ 
v^gf^^fifidtlj iateQOuneed their deterb^allid^^ of 
i(qiKtedktely I quittih^ die island. AwdiT^f thk&4iii9' 
i1)i:ii)iiQiilg»alone' eoilld answer no good'ptirp(^i 
thefir^ideilit reldctantiy yielded to neo«9stt)r» ^iiA- 
im4l0(q[iteparati]Qa» departiire,^-^-*^'m^a^i^ 

hfa>je«Jl(I»iu>t'<x!wfenipkte without the mdsfe |Krigt^» 
nftfitl re^ii?t,MafteF' so ranch anxions exerfe)*V'iW^ 
w)iic^ihb?hkl)aetii^ly proved that the iiAi^'^bj^^ 
oCtb^^tandefftbktii^j the raising of c61omal|«^UceV^ 
w«$ praoticahlei : -The clearing of gw)undy»thttw4'' 
fOre^ wiari- now dpatoontinued ; and, by some ^]hAi^ 
ciona r aorrbhgemehts^ having sold or emfearfcM^ 
eVerytfiingthat was moveable, he quitted' {t>t4^tit^ 
tlkisssoeii^ of ciLlamity, and sailed for Sietta iiedln(^< 
ionthd Sugar's fiemson, on the 29th cifcNdteffiij' 
ber, 1793. Nor was even this trip witbout^dang'^i ]' 
foi\nthe cutter had now sGarcelyHaiiy ^^t^k lifer 
atM^or/iMad;> a loaaket^hift, her eoUe wfts^llottMy aiMl'^ 
sIm)' whes; qttke unprovided i\t]^hiist(»'ebiof ^ioyli^i^^ 
seri|)tidn.^ -I'-.t - •i^n'-nu -/{•>// --.niii ii'jili .iji^i 

Sioera' Leone, but tren^ unfa(bte>tJb p^d^r^i^l^^flMibt'' 
suppUfsiilci mnd0rtiie>(ttitter $(^MH^^b)^ ; ^tioi^ltidt^'!' 
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^thstanding t&e reputed forests, conid thdy gdna 
stick of a proper size to replace tb^ir sprang 
main-boom. Indeed^ the general capability of thtb 
4)olony struck our experienced leader in a mu6k 
less sanguine point of view than it had dolie^ its 
projectors ; *^ when^" says he^ ^* they make a liogs- 
head of sugar there^ I will engage to do the same 
at Charing Ooss " These circumstances induced 
him to abandon his intention of tid.vigatmg Hie 
cutter to England^ especially as he was abto't6 
sell her and her cargo for upwards of a thousand 
pounds sterling. 

The two blacks and Williams having expressed 
<a wish to remain at Free-town^ Beaveir embai*ked 
on board the Harpy with Mr. Hood, and arrived at 
Plymouth on the 17th of May, 1794. Prom Exeter, 
with his accustomed promptness, he wrote the fcA^ 
lowing characteristic note to M. le Mesurier. — •^'l 
this day arrived in Plymouth Sound, on board the 
Harpy, from Sierra Leone, and am thus far on my 
way to London, where I hope to have the pleasure 
of seeing you and the other trustees on Tuesday 
morning. I have already applied to the Admi- 
ralty for employment, therefore know not whether 
ray stay in town will be an hour or a month ;— ^ 
would it not be advisable to call a general meeting 
of the association immediatdy V 
. Lieutenant Beaver, having been requested by 
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ihe Bulaina Association to state his opinion of tba 
<3ause of the late Mure, and of the probability of 
ibture success^ sent in a statement^ dated the 24th 
of June^ 1794^ giving his ideas concisely and 
dbearly^ concluding with the frank avowal that suc*- 
oess might be commanded; ^'but when I say it 
might be commanded^ I presuppose a greater firm- 
oaess in those who go out^ and more zeal and 
activity in those who remain at home, than haa 
hitherto been evinced by either." This letter was 
read on the following day to the convened memr 
hers^ at the Mansion-house, on which occasion they 
voted their unanimous thanks to him for the ability^ 
•steals activity^ and perseverance with which he had 
oonducted the affairs of the settlement ; and ajssured 
him they should ever hold his services in gratefid 
remembrance. They also resolved that a gold 
medal be presented to him^ expressive of the sense 
entertained by the subscribers of his veiy merito^ 
rious services. 

The vote of thanks and promise of a gold medal^ 
for the resolution went no further than a promise^ 
were the only rewards Mr. Beaver reaped for two 
years of unparalleled exertion and suffering: he, 
moreover, not only lost employment and probable 
preferment^ but also his half-pay during that pe- 
riod^ and 4he six months pregeding. 

Neither domestic afiliction, occasioned by the 
death of his eldest sister, that judicious sister who 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



haki sd'prttdefctlf oowicealedfroni ^n affedlioimteipii^ 
rent th0 report'df Ms deatli* j itor a oonfetitufioiilivi- 
dietitly itijwed by fatigue and dimate^ could •c&dok 
bi» eager desire fo^ active employnlent} -acoftrd^ 
ittgty we fnnki him l^W Lieutebant of the 8tettelyi 
of mty-four guns^ within two roonltii^ affter bid 
lau^g from Afrfca. In the inteiim^ Ik ihadi vo^ 
Idnteered a cruize with Sir Sidney Smlthij^bUt^fae 
Difetnidnd not being destined for any particidtt 
sei*vice^ that distinguished officer recommended' a 
hiove' permanent employment^ rerimrking, ^' thdt 
he could not but admire the i^eal jind courage 
blinded in the offer/' < :.;>!/ 

• ' f While the Stately was detained in port; Mr; iBean 
Veti< was present^ on the 2dth of September, 1^94^ 
kt ihe matriage of his only surviving. sist^^' Ok* 
tbertne^lo John Gillies^ LL.D.> his ^Ms^estiy^ 
historiographer for Scotland ; an author well kn^Wn 
by^'liis learned History of Greecei,: 'his 'elegvnt 
^translation of Aristotle, and other writings of iit^ 
trinsic and acknowledged merit. In this genttei 
mant oiir * Ijiieutenant found a friend, wbo> duly 
estimated < his merits, and a companion whose w^I^ 
I9tdred):and comprehensive mind was a constant 
sooi<^fiof'iilRiipro(veteieiit^j -Rie letter wnttetiilby 
Beaxisery oi^this occa»oo, proves that neither fab* 
sbnoeylnopTaift d)mddt'SaV%e life, bad in the least 

Mil, .ill. -/(.I-, j; !•>" i -/ i: .».: ; i • . . ,..'1 tni\ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPTAI1«. miUF> BiEAVER. IQ ^ 

dicpmiafaetql > tbe; ge^tl^ : affections, of ) il^a , n^VJCQi 
MvM|r*^»r K^te>" says he^ " I ami asham?di of 
sloiliatibg £^a3i¥etred your laeit letter hutpap^sth^ 
ctH»ti99ts of iwhich gave me so much: real pleaaoroi 
|yt¥^MJ4 'VV(]rite)£^p to Dr. Gillies oa the ooeaMoo^ 
hut yoiur kstihaviiig: determined me to come to 
towii>i if W^doesday next will be; time enough^ I 
obwtthinki it useless. Yes, Kate, I will come to 
giili/ia yoaaway; and then> though I should alwa^yi 
leitaafaii pboTy I shall have it in my power tQ;S9<y5 
ihdt IJ^ave. given away the greatest treasui3e< of 
aoyiniaii ini£ilr£fie.'' . ,.f 

Mr. Beaver now began to keep a more detailed 
aoodunt^of ooQurrences than heretofore; an act/the 
more com^nd^ble, as the journals of comipissioaed 
offibecs being no kn^er called for^ except as official 
|]fa|ier^/ they t are i mostly copied from log]board*> 
withodt ^any benefit of the writer's prolessionalieKf- 
peri^noe. He explains his design tifcus:rr- 1^ As/it 
isfgenerally thought our destination is eitheragiWi^t 
Bitavia or the Cape of Good Hope^. thougjbdi^ 
oMi tbd commodore and general esicepted^KkaoHis 
itfoWh^the following remarksnawjtWfittentwttb^-a 
ifieWi to future similar voyagissi^; ;MomMattf9nti0R 
rrill nth^idlbre be paid toi < b]^rogif^id( ^ noi^b^ 
ahd ihi^- registering of winds^ eurreiits^ijmiign^t; 
lFarifetti(»i)Si aad geileusirl . jiealthj > thamr toi )Qbi;c»)ii4# 
the hoistiYig or hauling down of a staysail, the 
op^iiig of a cask of poVk;tU drdWifl^^ot^ktit^ting 
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of yarns^ or odier equally pitiiy recordni of which 
a man-^of'iyar's log ift generally the depository; 
and from the aniioation of whieh it probably de-^ 
rived itd name/' 

. On the 1st of Maroh, 1795^ the Stately, having 
einbarked a party of doldiers, left Portsmodth with 
k small squadron under Commodore Bknkett^ 
Throughout the passage^ Lieutenant Beaver paid 
fltriot attention to the stowage and economy of the 
water« He proved that the average quantity yielded 
by Irvine's machine for distilling from salt water^ 
was nearly five gallons per houn As the tube 
was £q)plied only during the hours of cooking, in 
order to save fuel, this produce was a mere trifle 
to divide amongst the crew; and the flour and oat** 
meal necessary for lutings, brought the expense to 
a penny per gallon. The water, however, was 
tasteless, and quite pure; and it was thought if the 
contrivance were fitted to cover the surface of both 
coppers, the produce would be septupled. He also 
made a rigorous trial of White's extractor of fool 
air, a machine at first intended for minesi but sub* 
iiequently applied to ships, of war. During this 
voyage it was found eflScacious on the second day 
of its being used, in removing a fetid odour, which 
exhaled from the bread-room scuttle^ in the gun«> 
room, notwithstanding wind-sails had been con* 
stantly kept down. 
Two days after the ships made the coast of 
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lAftica, &ey feU in whh Sir 6. K. ElpUiHtDiie's 
Squadron^ and the whole anchored in Smoa s Bay 
tm tibe 13tk of Jilne. The sntgogation of Holland 
by the republicans of France was now made known^ 
and A correspondence opened with the CSovemor 
^'the Gape of Good Hope, for the sorrender of his 
charge to &itish protection. This being pontiTely 
refused^ five Dotch Indiamen at andior were taken 
possession of» and the troops nnder General Craig 
disembarked^ with a body of nearly five hundred 
seamen and marines to act in conjunction* 

On the third of Angest^ a little bnsh fighting 
took place with the Hottentots on the hflls; but it 
v^as not till the 7th that any movement of conse- 
quence occurred; and then^ by a jodidoos can^^ 
nonade^ the Stately, America, Edio, and Rattle- 
snake^ drove the enemy from their entrendied 
camp of Muyzenbei^, while the army^ flanked by 
gunboats and launches^ marched roond to occupy 
it After several attempts to retake this poration^ 
the Dutch, about the beginmng of September, 
appeared resolutely bent on attacking with their 
whole force ; their advance and artillery were al- 
ready in motion, when suddenly afleet of large ships 
was perceived entering the bay, on which they re- 
treated* The strangers proved to be English Bast 
India Company's ships, with timely reinforcements 
on board, which afforded the means of immediately 
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u&doqbbing' ^fensive operodonsi Fom ^^llAfA> 
wemofdered rcmiid to make a dtveiwim in >T«Ue 
Bay, while our army moved upon the strong povt 
d[ Wyaburg^; and m this advance lieatononi 
Bwvw y99» singularly active, with a |^rty of die 
Statdy's seamen, in transporting ammunitim and 
stotm« On the 13tib, the enemy made a shew of 
refflstance, but being threatened on both &uihs> 
tibijr retired on our approach. The Goveitier, 
alMDoied by the broadsides of the ships off Caipe 
Town, and seeing that resistance waSvfruideiss^pvD^' 
poaed a cessation of arms. The consequent arti^ 
des of capitulation were soon signed, and on tb£^ 
dnwn of the 16th, the Dutch hobted their ook)iira> 
S«ed a solitary shot towards Commodore Bbakett, 
and lowered them again ; our soldiers then eaieeed> 
m^ thus gained one of the fairest colonies bdbng- 
ing. to the enemy. 

Shortly after this successful event, the StSfta^r^ 
and Victorious were despatched to India, where 
tliey joined the forces destined to act agawHt 
Golumbo, the only possession then und^ the 
Duteb in Ceylon* The service being conqple^ 
by the reduction of that place, the Stately was 
dnfeted off the Iste of France on a cruize* 

Afr. Beav^, fi>r some months past, had n$d 
fioNiad hiawdf quite so comfortable as he co«|d 
hm^ desired i for seal in a junior offieer is aot 
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K^qportpnilsu £Ui]l iiio astasia riqptamt broke' forlfe- 
batanMnhfan.aadjiis eooiiinmderv Billy ^ Dramas'; 
tibttigii .>H)<fl|)peaiB 4hait somc&tiig: abo«t t^ 
gweiiMikHiuitbmgB^ » he notes»--^^' lilie -ca^tBinr 
liisfaMitotimikierfais^soa fifst UenteiiabU-^stnaig^ 
lilMitJae sfcwild,oiot-kiiow me better.'* ^ 
. .Hwi»g^ msLde tke iskad of RodiigQex^ 0Mr 
49Aeelr %as ^nt cm shore for intelMgpeiiGe^ and iiamft^ 
a^vN^eiMs^^S'i^ who had beea eitti 

awfay ktra^fsiehomier^' which had captured tiie^^EMl8i( 
East l»dMmsia»« From this man they prteuieft' 
sadi* k&miation^ that^ on the 25th of Mayy 1/7M^' 
they mteroepted one of the frigates which %aii 
bawflmt by tihPB National Assembly in seofdK ctf 
thi» nrfbrtiHM^ Perocise^ bat now under DtlMlF 
colours^ and richly laden with the spiees df ftlow 
kiMft.*- Foinr days afterwards> the Carolina; cmusbrt 
e£^il0 fiaiiKi^r^ and also from Surabaya^ fe^ ib/t» 
tiieir hands; but a third ship, of whiefa tihey t^ 
been apprized/ they never met with ; and^diK^wai^ 
^iKppoi^^ to have been wrdcked' on- tbe- Vdkxi 
B«fltei», Mid totally lost, ' ; . n -;* .f^! 

While ^cariaifig in tiss Vieiiii#f | on ite 1^i«lmif 
Jkwe; the .1^ was MddBnify Mbg^'^iii ia Mvd 

fMfM. - f'Fromtfae^e/'saydHh^jckiniaV '^"^^ 
£1^ kw black cte»is began 4o*Ti9eba ^^ M» howj^ 
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till we were taken a^baok^ waa only eight muiqtes. 
It had beeit the opinion of the oaptain> aiid the 
oflSoer of the watch, that the gust would pass to 
leeward a-head without nearing u$ ; and the mo* 
ment it seemed to be dying away the mala dxat 
garnets were manned^ but we were all a-baok 
be&re a tack was started. Fortunately for us> 
the principal fury waa two or three cables' 
length distant, where the sea, with the most con* 
fused motion imaginable, breaking in all directions> 
seemed to ascend to the heavens^ and displayi^dj 
without the least exaggeration, one of the most 
tremendous^ sublime^ and awful scenes ever be* 
held. If I could compare the motion and agitation 
of the waters to anything which I have seen in 
nature, I should say that it resembled the collec- 
tion of a thousand water-spouts into the space of 
a mile square. And I firmly believe that if any 
single-decked ship, or probably if a line-of-battle 
ship had found herself in its vortex^ without her 
hatches well battened^ she would have been dis- 
masted^ swamped^ and sunk." 

By the be^nning of July the scurvy had made 
its appearance^ on which the ships repaired to 
Madagascar for wood^ water, and refreshments. 
The sick, as is usual with this complaint^ recovered 
with surprising rapidity, and, by the 21st, were 
all ready for sea again. 
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' The log-book contains the following remarks on 
the natives of St. Augustine's. *^ A man came on 
boards called Prince William. He lives a little 
way up the river of this hay, and is the head man ; 
his authority being derived from the King of Baba, 
It is necessary^ before procuring any cattle^ to 
have an interview with his highness, and to pay 
him the customary duty. We gave him two 
muskete^ a barrel of powder, one hundred flints^ 
and one hundred bullets ; besides which he was 
saluted with seven guns on his leaving the ship : in 
return^ he sends a bullock or two^ and then the 
natives are at liberty to barter their fruits and 
cattle for European commodities. Two or three 
days after our arrival, a fellow, named Tom Bush^^ 
who is called purser to the King of Baba^ came on 
board and demanded similar presents for his mas^* 
ter : with him came half a dozen princes and 
dukes, whose several demands were to be satisfied 
only by a present of a musket to each. The next 
business of Tom Bush, in conjunction with Prince 
William, was to fix the size of the standard mea* 
sure for trade, and three measures of gunpowder, 
whatever be the size agreed upon, are always 
allotted to the purchase of a bullock : sheep, poul* 
try, fruit, and all other procurable luxuries, are 
subservient to the same scale. These preliminaries 
being arranged, there was no further difficulty; 

I 2 
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but as we received either a bullock^ a cow, or a 
calf, from every person who had been compli* 
tnented with a present, we were enabled to supply 
the chip's company till the day of otir sailing, whert 
\ve bought four head of cattle with poWder. 

*' At the Tent Rock, a man called Tom Planter 
seems to have the most consequience ; he was t6 
us the most useful fellow. in the bay. He is sihi 
gularly ugly, arid has only one eye, with whichj 
however, he can see farther, in a worldly'point of 
view, than any of his countrymen can with two. Most 
6f the natives speak English, and msiny of them 
TVench ; arid in their language they have incor- 
jibrated many Portuguese words. They arereifeark- 
*ably attached to the English, and singularly averse 
tbthe Portuguese; their well-grounded aversion 
having arisen from the nefarious practice of car- 
rying off such of the simple and credulous people 
as, trusting to Liisitaniari faith, have put themselves 
into their power, by venturing on board their shij)s. 
Though geneiuUy armed with a musket, or spear, 
or both, they seem indolent and inoffensive, if we 
'except their addiction to theft. The men are 
stout, well limbed, and manly in their features ; 
but the women appear rather undersized, though 
well proportioned and tolerably handsome. Of 
modesty, however, these people can have no idea^ 
when wfe consider the singularly brutal and abo- 
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Aikiable prps^titutiba of their wives ; and of tepcfer** 
neas as little, when we reflect that every, chijcj^ 
the offspring of this promiscuous intercourse,, npt 
born perfectly black, is put to death the momeflf; 
after its. birth." , 

Having recruited the health of their crews, the 
Stately, Rattlesnakey and Echo, sailed for the Qape 
of Good Hope; and on the 1 0th of August perr 
ceived the squadron of Sir G. K. Elphinstq^e, 
beating off Agulhas, in a hard gale, of wind, with 
a, high sea. Two hours after having joined, th^ 
Stately being on the starboard tack, under clog^ 
reefed topsails and foresail, was so suddenly.. ?ip|i 
furiously assailed by a violent squall, as.,tQ,^|?P 
thrown nearly on her beam ends, with rapid s^n 
way, and all her sails flying in ribands. In this 
dilemma, the admirable conduct of Mr. Beaver, 
^ho, from the indisposition of the captain, w^s^s 
carrying on the deck duty, excited the applause of 
all the squadron. While many of the spectators 
considered her as lost, she was righted, wore, ai)d 
rounded to on the other tack, with seaman-like pre- 
cision ; and was soon after near her station, under 
a new foresail and balanced mizen. This smart 
evolution attracted the particular attention of the 
Admiral, who had already noticed our officer's 
exertions at Muyzenburg; and thus, honourably 
to both, commenced an acquaintance which ripened 
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into esteem and friendship, and was terminated 
only by death. 

" Congenial passions souls together bind, 
And ev*iy calling mingles with its kind ; 
Soldier unites with soldier, swain with swain, 
The mitfiner with him that roVes the main.** 

It appeared that the Batavian gfovemment had 
fitted out an armament to recover the Cape ; and it 
had already been Seen from the shore : heavy gales 
had however retarded the pursuit, and the anxious 
Admiral, unable to discover their probable route, 
now returned to the anchorage off Simon's Town. 
Here, being apprized that the enemy had entered 
Saldanha Bay, he weighed again, though the gale 
was still raging with such force, that the Crescent 
ran on shore, and the Tremendous, after parting 
from two cables, was driven under the north bat- 
tery, where she fortunately brought up. By dint 
of unceasing exertion, the British fleet was enabled 
to anchor, with springs on their cables, within gun- 
shot of the inferior one of the enemy, on the 16th, 
just as General Craig and his soldiers were seen 
descending from the heights to occupy the shore. 
In this position Sir George despatched a flag of 
truce to the Dutch Admiral, demanding his imme- 
diaite surrender, in order to avoid an unnecessary 
effusion of blood. The latter, seeing no chance of 
success by resistance, called a council of war, and; 
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after a little deliberation, delivered up his ships on 
the following day. The prizes consisted of three 
sail of the line, four frigates, a sloop of war, and a 
storeship, all well fitted, stored, and completely 
coppered; and the only opposition which had 
been made, was an ineffectual fire from the BeU 
lona on our troops, as they were advancing. 
. Though this gratifying event was accomplished 
without other exertion than judicious demonstra* 
tions of force, the spirit of Mr. Beaver had been 
displayed in constructing a very usefiil plan of the 
position which was occupied by the two squadrons^ 
with the exact distances of the several ships fit)m 
each other. Sir G. K. Elphinstone, gratified by 
such repeated proofs of merit, now treated him 
with marked attention, and removed him into his 
flag-ship, the Monarch, the same in which our 
officer commenced his maritime career. It was 
consequently highly pleasing to him to command 
on that quarter-deck which he had so often walked 
as the youngster of the watch. 

All fears for the safety of the Cape having now 
subsided. Sir George quitted the station, and re- 
turning homewards, was driven by severe weather 
into Crookhaven, on the coast of Ireland, on the 
23d of December, with a single vessel, the Daphne» 
in company. They had scarcely anchored, before 
several gentlemen came on board with intelligence. 
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tl^yt k Tiotti^irdtrs Pi^eiiteh 'fleet 'hid bdeft-seeiii^he 
4iy before oflF; Bairtry Btty;'amJ tliat»^bttebni<tf 
(Aiet weaibermost ships had already brou^ht^ 119 
feetWe^ Bbebp^s Head and Bear Islaind. ^'Stronj^ 
eteterly >vinds rendered every effort^ get to'^a 
linataiiing^ and the Daphne was neariy losiinfitfa^ 
attempt; they were^ therefore, ob^g&i'io ren}ain 
isoiiie days at anchor^ near the inv^dg^ emstdifl 
On^the 27th the gale increased, and biciw furioeisly 
from the E. S. E.;. many guns were fired &f Ate 
'¥Veii^; and in the morning it was perceived 'ftat 
Aiey had driven into the offings where sevw^l ^of 
Ihe 'ships appeared to be in <fistress. A iai^e 
frigate was wrecked in Barley Cove^ about 'three 
imiles'from the Monarchy and seven mra^ veseued 
by? Mr. Beaver, were the only survivors; Sh^ left 
Fmnde for the invasion of Ireland, with thpree 
bn^^red $eamen, and two hundred and sixty '^- 
^diers^ on board; on her striking the rocks, die 
fonkier hoisted out the boats, and, with trnie 
f '^ iFrench fraternity," barbarously beat out thte 
^r^nkof all the latter who attempted to enter 
tivettiv' Neithel^ would tliey admit any ctf their offl- 
CBi^Wthrough whose folly they exdaimed the ship 
.was'lostt while thus deliberately guilty, of- siieh 
-utrodiottB murder, these wretches were compcjled 
4Qi surrender theirown livesi a dreadful instance of 
^ihe* s^gei' depravity engeudehed by a total want 
of order, discipUne, and religious obligation. 
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;,fi3RM»*nii»g^ tohEnglft«d,:ift ^he^^itnatwufof firtt 

JterD&tumvof the^sarvio^a in which b^; hud be^ 
69^9ged« . Hbe9g6i^ hopes, however/- werpt fcu^r 
irfttfd>'ini pon^equence, it was hinted, of his Wd^ 
ishipr'ai ' bnving some qodness with the Adnjimtty. 
.Thi^p4iaaf>|>QU[)tmeiit was the greater^ as he we4 
i(^.aay> that; ^* he would not give a piu to be,ni«i^ 
jrtiraAmimlailter fifty.'/ j i? a*.? 

h, iOrt the, I5th of April, 1797, the first ay wptowt 
)pf'4bat disgr^Qeful event were disoloseds ;Whic^ 
-eyery officer off high feelings and strict n9tfona(0f 
nai^al iibsdipline must ever. deplore^ a mutiny-ria 
jnuiiny in the British navy!!! .Any: periodioiil 
ipublioation^ will tell the proceedings of that I most 
jrefifebensible oeciirrehce. . But I. decline it^jiand 
hostea to record an instance of respect ofiiUaiose 
ja0iisguided men towards their superiors^ as a proof 
thot the flagitious principles of insubordination* 
tbougfc widely disseminated, were not dedply 
mooted* By an order of the delegates, m letters 
Wi^re to go out of any ship without, being first ii(L>^ 
(^pected by them; and on Mr. Beaver's iasking, 
dwhether they intended to read his, he was answered, 
• ^^iNo^Sir, by no qneans ; we well know that offiodrs 
'will not msdce things worse than they are*" 5 ^- Ivh 
ideed/' continues Beaver, ^^axcept intone ship ijnly, 
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liU hands Chroughout this astounding trahsgtes^on 
have conducted themselves with a di^ree of de^ 
oenoy and moderation^ which oould scmreely JiaV0 
been expected in so daring an assnmptioii of Ulegid 
power. I had always a hearty regard for British 
tars^ but I shall now like the oharaeter better than 
even Their delegates have adopted a most des^ 
perate measure to obtain^ what they call» ' a redress 
of grievances,' and one which I apprehend wiUfoif 
some time affect our naval discipline; but tiiey 
profess neither liberty nor equality^ nor do they 
joiu in the sentimental hue and cry, that men am 
to be ruled without reins. What a contrast to the 
recent revolutionary excesses of France 1" 

Mr. Beaver remained with the grand fleet, and 
displayed great professional skill in naval evolu- 
ticms^ of which a proof exists in some proposed 
alterations for forming the Une^ under differmt 
exigencies, which he drew up at the request of 
Captain Elphinstone. 

In June, 1 798, a circumstance occurred, while he 
was serving as first lieutenant of the Formidable^ 
which gave him much uneasiness at the moment^ 
but which is only mentioned here, to preserve that 
impartiality which is so essential in biography ; and 
to dispel any surmise, if it be possible that any 
can exist, of his mind's having ever deviated from 
the paths of rectitude^ He was accused by the 
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Secretary of the Geaeral Post office^ ^^ of halving 
written his name on the superscription of his own 
letter^ with a view that it might pass at a reduced 
rate of postage, as a seaman's letter." An exa* 
mination was consequently taken before Admiral Sir 
C. Thompson^ and he was instantly acquitted; and 
well he mighty for^ independently of his own stern re* 
gard to the strictest principles of truth and honesty » 
it appeared that neither the initials nor the name 
corresponded with his own, his name being PhiHp 
Beaver^ and that of the person who actually wrote the 
letter in question was Robert Bloye; the initials 
at the bottom being R. B., and not P. B* Such 
is the caution necessary in a public accusation^ and 
such the possibility of error^ even in a department 
which is justly praised for its general correctness. 

It may^ however^ be proper to record his own 
manly sentiments upon this occasion. Being rallied 
by a relation, upon the warmth with which he every 
where repelled this unmerited allegation^ and that 
so serious a defence, upon so slight a charge^ might 
be thought, by illiberal persons^ to partake of the 
mock heroic^ he properly answered^ -^No man 
oan be too careful of character; such an accusation 
might have been whispered at. a future time, but 
its utter falsehood is now placed on record." 

Lord Keith being appointed to command on the 
Mediterranean station^ applied for Mr. Beaver to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



124 r THRIilOTiOT. 



W") 



recHwf^ Ills dd situation oa board tlie Fohdr5^»irt/ 
for be had. now becoine noted as tbe best Ask 
Heuten£int in the service. From some eaiisid q#. 
otlier^ not explained^ but resulting perhaps from 
therlate mutiny^ he found that ship in such' a stajba 
0f insubordination, that three days after joiaiojgi 
her^' he writes — '^ What confusion every wliereJ 
pne would suppose that we were manned from th6 
Glory; last night we had all but lost the ship-«*t]htti 
will never do." Soon afterwards he exolaiiBB^ 
^^ Are the officers going to copy the men? We 
have here so many for promotion^ that few atte left 
jbr jdi^ip djuty ; we had just now nearly nm overa 
Jjrig^ but where from^ or whither bound; the Loud 
lipijW^— a pretty look out for a smart ship/* . i 
It should be here premised^ that this captipfls 
tone might rise, in sonae measure, from the yie*f 
which the writer, as a first lieutenant selected i^r 
pre^ly to carry on all the detail duties, took of.ik^ 
sii^te of the ship. Indeed, it must be candidly ad-^ 
f^ittedj that with a zeal sometimes bordering qpod 
Ji)e»t, his rigidly exact notions did npt alw^ays 
quadrate with those of bis messmates. He tpolf 
pmbrage at an apparent levity, not unusual ir^. 4 
flag,. ship, where youths of powerful interest afif 
brought together rather to accept thi^n to ^^jff. 
copopiis^Qps; ^d hs^ving determined to act up i(o 
,:«vh?ii b^ ^jpn^jdered.tbe punctilio of seryiqs^Jie 
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]t)t%tt]ghi L(*d Cochrane^ despite* of bi» infloeace 
wifli the Gottimander*in-chief> to a court martial> 
fcff fiftilii^ in personal req[)ect towards him. • Th6 
fn^dky of excessive nieety about sorabbing dedc£(^ 
»^ring yards^ . buraishing arnas^ polishing stdd-^ 
<^6a8> flying kites, and reefing to a second of 
time, he despised, and perhaps jusdy; but he 
deemed every breach of official decorum too dan- 
g^^us an inroad upon our truly Spartan system of 
discipline, to be overlooked. '.: • ; * 

. On their arrival off Cadiz the flag was removed 
into the Baifleur, a change greatly to the satisfac^ 
tion of our officer, as he found her in a higher 
stiate of regulation than he could hope to have got 
the Foudroyant into for some time. While watclr- 
iiig tiie Spanish fleet, the Brest division, uwder 
Bruix, were seen steering in for the land oil the 
4th of May^ 1799. The weather was very squially 
and hazy. :*^ There we were," it is Beaver who 
speaks>' ^^ with the Spaniards on one side and the 
French on the other ; but we had a compact and 
well-disciplined force, with which, though less 
tiiati* a third in niimber of the enemies* 6h either 
hand, the admiral instantly offered battle.*^' 'A 
liiMous' gale scattered both fleets in the iiig^ht, do 
tfiat at day-break on the 5th, oiily foUr' sail oi 
the French were to be seen : chase was ihime- 
^tely given, but thie wind and deaibeihg dead bii 
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the shore^ the pursuit was ineffeetilaK Indeed the 
preservation of his ships became an object of pe-^ 
culiar solicitude to the conimander-in-chief;^^with 
an enemy*s lee shore on one hand, and the forcer 
of the Atlantic ocean on the other : •-*- 

" Some monstrous billow now the vessel heaves, 
Which seems a moment to surmount the waves ; 
When the wild prospect, ftur as sight may roam. 
Is raging mountains interspersed with foam." 

Lord Keith joined the Queen Charlotte on the 
I3th of June, and on the 1 9th the squadron captured 
three French frigates and two corvettes under the 
command of Rear*admiral Perr6, as they were re- 
turning from a cruize on the coast of Syria. Beaver 
was now selected to carry these ships into Port 
Mahon ; on the accomplishment of which he was 
advanced to command the Dolphin, of forty-four 
guns. Those only who have toiled through the 
service, can estimate the feeling with which thia 
important step of promotion is received ; nor was 
it the less acceptable to our officer from the hand 
of his friendly patron. 

Captain Beaver commanded the Dolphin about 
two months, and then left her to join the Aurora, 
a frigate armed ^^en flute." In this ship he 
remained from the 13th of September until the 6th 
of March, 1800, when, being pressed by the 
admiral to return to him for a specified service,^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPTAIU PHILIP BEAVER. 127 

hei wifearked on board the Phoenix for that pur- 
po$e4 On the passage to Leghorn^ the Mutinq 
met them with the distressing tidings of the de« 
struotion of the noble Queen Charlotte by fire; in 
which dreadful calamity^ he with anguish heard 
that six hundred and seventy-three of his late 
shipmates had perished! Some of his friends 
considered his absence at this moment to have 
been a fortunate escape ; but others, well acquainted 
with the circumstances^ thought that, had he been 
present^ the accident would not have occurred, 
because he never permitted hay to be pressed on 
board : a practice to which. her loss was generally 
attributed. 

About a week after this melancholy disaster we 
find our hero complimented by Lord Keith in thq 
following general order: — " Having judged it neces- 
sary to call upon Philip Beaver, Esq., Commander 
of his Majesty's prison-ship Aurora, to assist me 
in the detailed duties of the command, the respec- 
tive captains and commanders are hereby required 
to pay the same attention to ihe orders, directions, 
and memorandums, issued in my name, as if they 
proceeded immediately fiom myself" This un- 
precedented appointment of a junior officer, as 
assistant-captain to the Mediterranean fleet, a 
situation equal to that of a rear-admiral, excited a 
little jealousy ; but few were equal to the weari-. 
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s^MQOi^. miputw . of Us oemplieatejd arraogenaaty. 
and aeno objeciioxi could be made to tfae skilfipl 
and eeakn^ .exjecation of it^ sijich prejudices 30011 
4i^2»way. v 

. At this moment Captain Beaver addressed an 
energetic letter to one of his old and fevorite 
niessmates, abounding with such valuable strictures 
CMi peisonal conduct> that it is to be regretted 
motives of delicacy forbid, the full insertion of it 
Hea{]prizes him of its being generally wl^uspered^ 
^bai he drank and slept during his watch> and addi? 
pappit friendly hints of the danger and ruin attendant 
9ppn such misconduct. ^^ Say not^" he ^Lclaims^ 
"/you don't care/ for one of the strongest proofs 
pf the inward monitor being off duty» is a disr 
regard to the opinion of your companions. Yoyu 
have been well educated, and pride yourself on 
yoiur acquirements ; — but remember, if you permit 
such vices to sap them, your boasted talents only 
become as gay colours upon a reptile. If you 
think my comments free, pray, on the score of 
friendship, forgive them ; if they prove disagree- 
able, commit them to the flames ; but the motives 
with which I act, must be accepted as sufficient 
justifici|tion for the intru^on." / 

}n April/ Captain Beaver was intrusted with a^ 
arduojus and honourable service — no less than the 
IxHnbardiaeiit of; the magnificent city of Genoni 
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tt'Kich wis occupied by Massena with twenty-lbtnr 
fliousand French troops, the residue of the fkmoiis 
ariny with which Buonaparte had overrun Italy. 
A powerful Austrian force, under Melas; having 
advanced simultaneously along* the shores; partly 
protected by British broadsides, the enemy was 
how^ besieged by sea: and land. The judicious 
measures of our officer, with the fury of his fire, 
excited the greatest consternation in the city, and 
gave our allies, on the hills, the most atiintiatin^ 
courage, in the continual skirmishes which took 
place. Indeed, the scene has been described as 
beautifully terrific ; for the palaces rising gradually 
froni the sea beach, were rendered awfully visible 
by the explosions of the shells, and the flames of 
the* vessels burnt in the harbour : — 

'** Hi^ piles of smoke in curiing volumes rise, . « { 

Ojiscure the seas, and darken all the skies ; , : ^ . 

gave Tvhere the flash illumes the severing cloud. 
Gleams round the mast, or quivers through the shroud. 
^ Now through the gloom some stately vessel rears, 

. Now hatf disclosed her painted form appeaj(s; ,'\ 

There crash the stayless masts, and strew the deck. 
And leave the shattered hull a helpless wreck." 

A very brilliant exploit, performed by Captain 
BteaVer on the night of the 21st of 'May, is thus 
deilcWbed by his commander-in-chief: — •*'Byp?ii'- 
Vatfe fattelligence from Genoa, I understobd the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



130 THB UPB OP 

French had resolved on boarding our flotiHa ia 
any futare attempt to bombard the town; and 
yesterday^ about twelve o'clock, a very lai^ge galley, 
a catter, three armed settoess and sevenk gnnv 
boats, appeared in array off the Mole^headt and in 
the course of the afternoon exchanged distant 
flhot with some of the &hips as they passed them. 
At sunHset they took a position under the guns of 
the moles and the city bastions, which were 
covered with men manifesting a detennined resist- 
ance. I nevertheless arranged every thing for a 
fourth bombardment, as formerly, under the direo- 
tion of Captain Philip Beaver, of the Aurora, 
who left the Minotaur at nine p*m., attended by the 
gun and mortar vessels and the armed boats of 
the ships. About one o'clock^ bang arrived at a 
proper distance for commencing bis fire, a brisk 
cannonade was opened upon the town, whi(^ was 
returned from various parts ; and Captain Beaver 
having discovered, by the flashes of some guns, 
that they were directed from something nearly 
level with the water, judiciously concluded that 
they proceeded from some of the enemy's armed 
vessels. Calling a detachment of the ships' boats 
to his assdstance, he made directly to the spot, 
and, in a most gallant and spirited manner, under 
a smart fire of cannon and musketry from the 
moles and enemy's armed vessels> attacked. 
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boarded^ carried^ and broo^ht off their largest gd* 
ley^ La Prima^ of fifty oars and tiivo hundred and 
fifty-seven men^ armed^ besides muskets^ ptstolnii 
cntlasaes^ &o., with two braaa guns of tbirtynsiji. 
pounds^ having about thirty brass swivek in het 
iiold^ and oommanded by Captain PatrLdo Gal* 
kano. The bombardment suffered no material 
interruption^ but was continued tiU day-light this 
morning, when the Prima was safely brought off t 
her extreme length is one hundred and fifty^nbe 
feet^ and her breadth twenty-three feet six inches. 
On our part four seamen only have been wounded $ 
one belonging to this ship^ in the boat with Cap* 
tain Beaver ; one belonging to the Pallas ) and 
the other two to the Haerlem. The enemy's loss is 
not exactly known ; bat one man was found dead 
on board, and fifteen wounded* The satisfaction 
which I derive firom considering the zeal, activity, 
and gallantry with which this service has been 
performed, is greatly augmented by the flattering 
testimony borne by Captain Beaver to the good 
conduct of the officers and seamen who acted with 
him on this occaidon." 

The detachment with which Captain Beaver 
attacked La Prima» consisted often boats, contain-* 
ing, between them, about one hundred offiqers 
and men. While these were proceedingi with all 
possible silence, hoping to approach undiscovered 

k2 
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in the prevailio^ darkness, a Genoese guh-vessel;i 
stationed between the two mole-heads^ opened 
her fire upon them. , Every moment's delay now 
adding to the danger, the boats dashed on towards 
fteir object. On arriving alongside^ a new obstacle 
presented itself: the gangway or gunwale of the 
galley projected three feet and upwards from the 
side of the hull, and was strengthened by a strong 
barricade^ along the summit of which the brass 
swivels mentioned by Lord Keith were occa- 
siopally mounted. As an additional obstruction 
t0 the British, her oars were fixed in their places 
ready for use ; with the looms secured to the 
benches^ or thwarts. Thus^ with a crew of two 
hiAttdred . and fifly-seven men, exclusive of t6e 
galley-slaves on board. La Prima, even had sfee 
not been guarded by numerous batteries, would 
have been a formidable object of attack. All this, 
however, was of no avail! The first entrance was 
inade amid*ships on the starboard side, in the most 
courageous manner, by a boat of the Haerlem, 
under the command of Mr. John Caldwell, mid-^ 
shipman, who was promptly seconded by three 
other ipinnaces. In the mean time the crews of 
tbeMinatour's cutler, and Vestals launch, gallantly 
lad by Beaver, and supported by the remaining 
boa(ts>.had cUmbered up the images on the quarter 
t9 . cj^irry, tie p^op^ where a ponsiderablp number of 
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F*rench troops had assembled. After a desperate 
struggle, hand to hand, our captain and his brarm 
tars succeeded in their attempt ; the greater part 
of their opponents jumping overboard on one side 
as they secured a footing on the other. Almoi^ 
immediately forwards a burgee, or broad triaBP 
gular pendant, the only flag flying on hoird La 
Prima, was hauled down by Lieutenant GSbsoDj 
and all further resistance ceased. The boats werd 
immediately ordered a-head to tow ; aad the slaves, 
with seeming cheerfulness, manned their sweeps; 
crying out, in broken English, '^ Got bless def 
KingofGibbelterra!'* . ^ 

La Prima was quickly cleared from the chalni^ 
by which she had been moored to the mole, aiMt 
began moving towards the entrance of the harboui*, 
under a tremendous fire of shot, shell, and tnt^ 
ketry ; the latter from a numerous body of troops^- 
which were drawn up on the mole-head, rotcaA 
which she passed within ten yards, sustaining nO 
greater loss than what has been mentioned already. 
Captain Beaver quitted her soon after, in order ta 
acquaint Lord Keith with his success, and the 
command devolved on Lieutenant Gibson. Befoi^ 
she had got quite out of gun-^shot, an alarni was 
raised of fire below : Mr. Gibsott instantly ru&hed 
down, and found a half-drunken Getioese, with a' 
light and a crow-bar, in the Act of bfeakinjg open* 
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the door of the powder magazme. for the pdrposd, 
as he unhesitatingly declared, of blowing up the 
vessel 1 Had the wretch succeeded in his diabolical 
attempt, between four and five hundred perisons 
might have perished. Not being a vessel adapted 
for the British navy^ the prize was sold to the 
Sardinians, for the comparatively small sum of 
fifteen thousand dollars. 

Botta, the Italian historian^ draws a frightful 
picture of the calamities which befel Genoa during 
this siege. Even before the last extremities ar- 
rived^ a pound of rice sold for five shillings^ and a 
pound of flour for eight. Afterwards beans were 
sold for a penny each^ and a biscuit of three ounces 
weighty when procurable^ for ten shillings. A 
little cheese^ and a few vegetables, were the only 
nourishment given to the sick and wounded in the 
hospitals. Men and women> in the last agonies of 
despair^ filled the air with their groans and shrieks. 
Sometimes, while uttering these dreadful Oriesi 
they strove with furious hands to tear out their 
ravening entrails^ and fell dead in the streets. 
Children^ left by the death of their parents in utter 
destitution* with mournful gestures, and tears> and 
heart-broken accents^ implored the passing stran- 
ger ; but none either pitied thero> or aided them ; 
the excess of his own anguish extinguishing in 
eadk man s breast compassion for tl^ misery of 



.GooqIc 



CAPTAIN PHILIP B£AVER« 135 

others. But cruel and horrible beyond all descrip- 
tion was the spectacle presented by the Austrian 
prisoners of yiqx, confined in certain old vessels^ 
anchored in the port ; for such was the dire neces« 
sity at last^ that for some days they were left with- 
out nubiment of any description 1 They ate their 
shoes, they devoured the leather of their pouches^ 
and, scowling darkly at each other, their sinister 
glances betrayed the horrid fear of being at last 
reduced to a revolting resource. In the end their 
French guards were removed, under the appre- 
hension that they might be made the sacrifice of 
ravening hunger : so great, at last, was their des- 
peration, that they endeavoured to scuttle their 
floating prisons, in order to sink them | preferring 
to perish thus, rather than any longer endure the 
tortures of famine. As commonly happens, a 
mortal pestilence was added to the ravages of 
dearth ; malignant fevers carried off crowds from 
the public hospitals, the lowly hovels of the poor, 
and the superb palaces of the rich. ^^ Such," 
adds Botta, ^' was the state of the once potent and 
joyous Genoa; and the bitterest thought of all 
was, that her present sufferings could conduce 
nothing to her future good, either as to her liberty 
or her independence/' 
The French army> being thus in absolute starva^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tim^ }^^^ tbek . dii^^sflf: heigjhfened :to .^rmr* Jb)1 
i^Mv^mt^hlp . cli(|t)Qum of. ibe faimsbiBg! ir^lisibk 
tants, and the teprrors of bombardments :lhey'V«QF& 
ql)]ig^d, in the beginmag of June> to QiQaeptiOi^ a 
qfip^tulatJiOD. Captain Beaver was s^IoQ^d to tdeati 
01^ tbe.part of the English, under another' flatt^piBg^ 
proof of Lord Keith's unlimited confidenoe, * ^ Lefttt 
my difficulty^" says his lordship, '^sbopld b0$tartpd 
i9t>ypur ponfQjrences with the French Qf&ceES> itehQi 
^y b^ appointed by Marshal IM^ssefia, respectiiigt 
y^^^i^-'Want of authority, I hereby empower you. to- 
cpnol^de ihe negotii^tion in my name, knowiug 
tl^f^it you are in full possession of my sentiments 
a^ad .intentions, and fully confiding in your fidelity 
ai^d integrity. And I shall ratify, witiiout delay, 
a^ the articles to which, in conjunction with bis 
iJ^U^ellency LieutenantrGeneral Baron d'Ott> you 
mi^iy accede." 

. . Little has transpired as to the discussions of this 
nejgotiatlon ; but it appears that the arrogant style 
of the republicans was well met by the manly decir 
siQia of; Braver. A French account remarks, thut 
*^d;hejpnglish Captain, Bivera^ answered, nonJ imii 
to eyeiy thing ; the Austrian general was more 
l>p]^te.". Miisisena.was most urgent to netain some 
sijn^]!. graft, for ^^ haying taken all our ships," 
sai^ ^> V,V^ few boats are beneath youi notice." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPTAW PittUF BUAVEB. 1?^ 

It'ikeetns tktliord Keith ieditenvatlds ^oftbiiddCtip^^ 
tain Beawr^s ^^ nb/' md that Mttssenji tised tkesii* 
V49ryb(mte to smuggle away biBplaiideh-^ ^^ "^'^ 
- Ourofilcei's anxious services \¥ere now rewk^dfed- 
by being inade the bearer of the dispatches ; and 
w^itoay reasonably imagine thatji afterthe fe\ic6ess- 
fhl^iifesue of such a series of important events^ so- 
itafilieitly confided to his direction, the prospectirf 
he drew of futurity were tinted with the bri^htfesl- 
hoes; bot^ alas^ how short-sighted is man; aA4' 
hdw eyanesoent is the glow of public Kfe? 'EVett^ 
his mission to England, which was intended as fttt^ 
honour, unluckily proved of little use to h?m.^ 
Captain Beaver landed at Leghoni, and, althoi^lif 
he eJcertied all possible expedition across the con- 
tinenft^ the necessary detour to avoid the Fi^ehcfc 
armies^ in his route to Cuxhaven, gave time, no<; 
only for the fatal battle of Marengo to be fought,' 
but also for the account of it to reach England lie- 
fof e him. Arriving at the Admiralty, exhausted with 
fatigue^ he found his dispatches were of no impor- 
tance, as government could not even announce ttie 
capture of a place, known to be agaiil in th^ liatiids 
of the enemy. This was not the worst^ foi^ he re- 
turned to Lord Keift, without either Ms expectetl 
post commission, or the gift usual 6n such occa- 
sions. Hi^y the countiy, aiad noWb the p^fes- 
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81011^ poasessing men^ whom such chilling coldoess 
does not alienate jfrom either ! 

" Heav'n gave thee courage, not with impious rage 
T* oppress thy friends, and civil combats wage ; 
But that thy soul with noble warmth might glow, 
In fields of fight against the common foe.** 

The disappointed officer remained only a few 
days in town^ and by the 5th of July^ being exactly 
one month from his leaving Genoa, was on board 
the Endymion, for his passage out. Confidence 
in his own exertions, and reliance on the Admirars 
patronage, fiilly persuaded him of future success ; 
and he, therefore, on his arrival at Gibraltar, was 
immediately united to a young lady, to whom he 
had previously pledged his love. This happy event 
he thus announced to his mother, from Minorca : 
^' I arrived here two days ago, and occupy my 
former situation of assistant Captain of the Squa- 
dron. In my way up, I was detained a fortnight at 
Gibraltar, and took one of the most important 
steps of my life. I was engaged to be married 
there, before I joined Lord Keith the last time ; 
and you will, perhaps, be displeased at my not 
having made you acquainted with my intention 
before I left England. But I had made up my 
mind on the subject, and knew your anxiety for 
my happiness would*, oa your part, produce diffl* 
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eulties, wfaicU I could not give way to. 1 fulfilled 
my engagement^ in doing which I sought happi« 
ness^ and trust I shall not be disappointed. Her 
name was Elliott, the daughter of an officer in the 
navy, and sister of another." 

We next find Captain Beaver before Cadiz^ 
whence he writes on the 7th of October, — *^ we an- 
chored off this place with a numerous fleets and a 
very formidable army, under Sir Ralph Aber# 
crombie; and the appearance of upwards of one 
hundred and fifty sail of shij^s struck the dons with 
alarm. I have been over head and ears in plan* 
ning operaticNSSy biit we have^ however^ this day 
given up every idea of landings after having had 
the first divisi<»i of the troops actually in the boats. 
Independent of the objection which a dreadful ma« 
lady^ called by some the plague^ and by others the 
yellow fever, opposed to our disembarkings the 
late season of the year^ the danger of the coasts 
and the difficulty of communication between the 
soldiers and sailors^ were deemed sufficient by the 
two oommanders in chief, to relinquish the attempt 
Aft;er Ferrol and Yigo^ X suppose this will not be 
relished at home. We are about running back to 
Tetuan bay, Where^ I trusty future operations will 
be planned^ more conducive to the honour and be^ 
n^t of our country/' 

It may be hoped that there was one more reason 
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far abandoftii^ tins enteipri^e^ dnd^thaft the" ^t^ 
and interesting appeal of de Mork;, tte Gkyv^Wo^i' 
excited' a gemerous sympathy in the breasts of the 
Bpitishi *^ The affliction/^ says he; '' which dsxt^ 
fiesoff, in this city and its environs, thousand*' bf 
victims, and which threatens not to sti^pend ift' 
ravages till it has cut off all who haVe hilJierto 
escaped, being calculated to excite compassiotf, it 
is with surprise that I see the squadron under' the 
command of your Excellency come to augment th(3 
consternation of the inhabitants. I have too exalted^ 
an opinion of the humanity of the English people, 
and of yours in particular, to think that you ytmIA 
widi to render our condition more deplorable. 
However, if in consequence of the orders you have 
received, you are inclined to draw down upon' 
yourself the execration of all nations, to cover 
yourself with disgrace in the eyes of the whole uni- 
verse, by oppressing the unfortunate, and attat;k- 
ing those who are supposed to be incapable of de- 
£snoe> I declare to you, that the garrison under my^ 
orders, accustomed to behold death with a serene 
countenance, and to brave dangers much greater' 
titan all die perib of war, know how to make re-, 
sistance, which shall not terminate but with ibeir' 
entire destrotttioH. I hope that the answer of your 
Excellency wiil ihfbrm me, whether I am to speak^ 
the4mgiiage>t>f cmsdailion to the unfortumte in- 
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l}^itoAt$^ or whether I aia to rouse t)iem to iddig-^ 
i^Hifia aad revenge.** 

., Friesh ardour was added to Captein Beaver's 
ze^l^ by being appomted to cdimnand the flag^^^ 
wUh post rank; and the patriotic widi expressed 
w^ h{8r lett^ from Cadiz^ was now gratified^ b^ an 
e;H(p^4ltk)n to expel the French from Egypt. 
. The armament left Malta on the 21st of October, 
intending to tarry at Rhodes, or Makri, for the gan- 
boats, horses, and forces, promised on the psurt of 
tiie* Porte ; but the tempestuous weather rendered 
both those places unfit for so large a fleet. For- 
tunately, in this dilemma, a note from Sir Sidbey 
Smith informed them of Marmoritsa, a superb har<«> 
hour between those two, capable of receiving edl 
tjbie navies of Europe. To this place, till then uih 
known to modern navigation, they steered; but 
SQ. yarrow was the entrance, that it could scarcely 
be; distingujushed till the ships were actually running 
in,. This was a moment of awful suspense— the 
spene was magnificent from its mountainous nature, 
and grandeur of scale; whilst a hundred vessels 
un^r sail, amidst heavy squalls, and deafening 
peals of thunder, imparted an indescribable degree 
ofiBtei?est 

. ^^ This port really proved a God^send," says : the 
Captain in a letter of the 22d of February, 1801 ; 
** and.tJb^ speedy transition (from a heavy «r^dg 
sea, to water as smooth as a mill-pond, gave a 
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gladness to the harassed troops, whidi it iH' diffil« 
cult to conoeive. We have since had abnndasoe 
of leisure to rehearse our intended landuig> for it 
was not till the middle of January that the promised 
Turkish supplies arrived ; and you will imsgitte our 
vexation on finding absolutely nothing to hope froa 
their co-operation. Their ships are disorderly; their 
gun*boats are in want of repairs and stcnres ; and 
worse than all^ the horses which we have been so. 
long waiting for, are particularly unfit for use: our 
poor dragoons groaned dbmally^ when they saw 
such pitiful Rosinantes provided for them* We 
bave^ in consequence^ lost much valuable time» and 
I suppose the enemy gets intelligence of our mo- 
tions, for we are at no great distance from Egypt. 
In the interim, I have bad an opportunity of brush- 
ing up the old Foudroyant^ and I trust it is ac^ 
knowledged she is no longer a privateer. 

•^ On the 10th of this month we were visited by 
a tremendous gale from the S.E*, the violent gusii 
of which gave us full reason to be thankful that we 
were in such a place as Marmaris; for during two 
days it was almost one continued hail-stonn, and 
fragments, the size of buUets^ k^pt up a spray over 
the whole harbour. The fleet now amounted to 
upwards of a hundred and eighty sail, and yet^ 
with the exception of the Victorieuse losing her 
fore*mast and bowsprit^ the Vestal her mizen-mast^ 
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akid tiie Cradle her bowsprit^ none of tkenneii-of 
war have sustained any damage. Several^ indeed^ 
|>aTted> and a few drove^ while some transports and 
small cnA ran on the beach ; but the event afforded 
an admirable proof of the unrivalled excellence of 
the aadiorage* The heroic Sir Sidney Smithy who, 
ftotn his local knowledge of the Levant^ is a valu* 
aiUe addition to our armament^ having joined us 
in the TSgre, we are all now under wdgh^ and in 
antidpation of immediate success." 

A tempestuous passage of a week brought the 
fleet within sight of Alexandria ; and by noon of the 
2d of March^ they were all at anchor in Abookeer 
Bay^ Ndson's late scene of incomparable glory. 
The weather continued so squally^ tbat^ for some 
days^ nothing could be attempted, and the enemy 
was thereby afibrded sufficient time to fortify the 
coast. Meanwhile Captain Beaver^ in whom full 
oonfidoice was reposed by both the commanders, 
was incessantly employed in shifting the soldiers 
from the men-of-war, into polacres, and other crafty 
inoghore ; and in arranging the preparations for the 
intended disembarkation. 

At length, on the 8th of March, the wind having 
subsided, the decisive movement was made. *' At 
two o'dock in the morn^'* says our gallant officer^ 
^^ the signal was made for the troops to prepare to 
land^ and^ at three^ for them to put off, and go to th^ 
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qipoioted rendezvous. At daylight but km boats 
had arrived; they were, however^ mo^y ofimimg 
up; 1 did my utmost to second the wishes d 
Sir Ralph, but it was not till after eight that 
they were arranged in tolerable order. A sigmd 
was now thrown out for the whole to advaaoe^ 
while the Tartarus and Fury bombs^ with all the ' 
covering vessels^ began throwing shells and sbet^ 
to discompose the enemy^ and draw their fire from 
the troops in the boats. This^ however^ vvm in 
vain^ for the French, who occupied the whole front 
shore with field-pieces^ flanked by a castle on the 
rights and a very heavy gun on the left, kept up a 
furious fire. Our lads moved admirably in a com* 
pact^ awful, and formidable line^ direct to the ob- 
ject; but a worse place for the attempt could 
scarcely have been chosen — instead of the margin 
of a flat plain^ as expected^ the beach was under a 
steep hill^ bristled with artillery. The opposing 
cavalry, which did not appear to be numerous^ were 
in constant motion ; and from the time that the 
boats were within half a mile of the shore^ till the 
landiug was efiected, at about five minutes after 
nine o'clock^ the enemy's fire was so animated and 
galling^ that the sea was literally covered witii 
spray, from the shot of their incessant discharges. 
Many a fine fellow breathed his last while cheering 
for his country's glory ! 
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^H)iir centre and right leaped oh shore, and 
bmimgy witii great rapidity, marched briskly up 
ikie satid-liiUs with apparently but little opposition. 
TSie kft, ho^ev^r, was vigorously attacked while 
glutting iaut (rf the boats, and never did form of 
ahowf front to the enemy; but they sustained a 
dO{$e» action- for a quarter of an hour \nth cool 
gdHbfitry; and cut off the cavalry to a man* Still 
tfaey^dtmt^have given way, had it not been for a 
ddiumft from our centre, which wheeled to their 
sUf^6rt« Thd French, from that moment, began 
to retire along the border of the lake, and never 
aft^ kept their ground, except for a few minutes, 
behind a bash, or a sand hill, till they were eom^ ^ 
ptetely but of sight. Meantime we rowed from 
pcHttt to point, endeavouring to render succour; 
afld. at eleven o'clock, having sent most of the 
wounded to the hospital ships, I returned with the 
Admiral to the Foudroyant. 

^* A considerable degree of firmness and spirit,'* 
continues the captain, ^'was displayed on botb 
sides in this contest; we, however, landed at a 
very injudieioas spot ; and the French genemd, I 
thisk, wanted judgments His artillery was planted^ 
skflfiilly, and wdl served; but, when the boate 
were within sixty yards of the shore, he shoiikl 
have marched down his whole force, and, from^ 
high* water mark, opposed the disembarking. VkA 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



146 tHB LIFB Ofr 

this been done with the requisite nerye> he would^ 
in my opinion, have defeated us ; and it certainly 
was the only chance he had of rendering our 
attempt abortive, for when did Britons care for 
grape shot 7" 

Without entering minutely into the well'^known 
details of this expedition, it may suflBce to notice> 
that Captain Beaver had so diligently arranged 
the naval communications, as to draw from Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie the remark, that ^^all his 
wants were anticipated as if by magic,'* But 
some departments of supply were not under his 
control, and the consequences nearly proved fatal* 
^^On the 21st of March," he writes, ''a little 
before daylight, the French made an attack on 
our lines with their whole force. The principal 
effort was directed against a flSche thrown up in 
front of our right wing, where they even pene* 
trated into the rear ; but the steady and deter* 
mined valour of our excellent soldiers frustrated 
every attempt, and they were finally driven back 
with immense loss. The proud Invincibles marched 
to the charge nine hundred strong, but of this 
boasted legion not one returned, nearly seven 
hundred being bayonetted in a ruin, and the rest 
taken prisoners. This battle was fought under 
two very extraordinary circumstances : the British 
were for a long time without ammunition, even so 
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much SO as to be redooed to throw stones; and 
the French^ incredible as it msty seem, were all 
drank ! Now^ had the latter been cx>dl and sober^ 
they mast have defeated us, for they had the 
advantage of choosing the point of attack with 
Aeir whole strength ; and^ on the other hand, if 
the English had been properly supplied^ they must 
have out the enemy to pieces/* 

In the afternoon^ General Aberorombie was con^ 
veyed on board the Foudroyant^ mortally wounded. 
The deepest solicitude was manifested^ by all 
ranks^ on this distressing event ; and in the even- 
ing Beaver received a note from Greneral Moore, 
earnestly requesting his opinion : — " Independ- 
ently of my own anxiety," says he, *^ to know how 
Sir Ralph is, I am led to trouble you, at thei 
desire of Oolond Abercrombie. General Oakes, 
and myself, have just arrived on board the Diadem ; 
our wounds, both in the leg, are not very bad^ 
but such as to disable us for some days from our 
duty, smd we thought it gave us a better chance 
of speedy recovery to come here, than to remain 
where we were, useless on shore. The business 
of this day has fairly proved the superiority of our 
troops over the French ; and their loss is very 
great. The contest was so severe, that little o^ 
the humanity, which mitigates the usual horrors of 
war&re, was shewn. Besides those wounded, three 

L2 
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of their generals were killed outright. Lettera 
foand in the field, from Menou, to one of them,^ 
prove that their whole force is now concentrated ; 
and ffaey contain other curious matter, amongst 
which we see an order to * beat us, and bundle us 
into the sea/ General Hutchinson is preparing- 
ibr another attack, and each brigade is employed 
in fortifying its own front. Guns and ammunition, 
of which we were so wofuUy in want this morning, 
are forwarding ; and if the foes venture again, it 
Ts to be hoped they, will suffer at least as much as 
they did to-day. Have the goodness to remember 
me kindly to Sir Ralph, to whom some of these 
particulars may be interesting/' 

Two days after this battle, Beaver was despatched 
to examine the approaches to Rosetta, by the lakes, 
and establish a garrison in the karavansera : his 
orders on the occasion being accompanied by a 
considerate hint from the admiral — ^* Be cautious:* 
This intimation of danger was corroborated, on 
the 26th of March, by the following communica- 
tion from Sir Sidney Smith : — ^[ I heard yesterday, 
from Lord Keith, that you were windbound at the 
Maison quarree, and that you had been recon- 
noitred ; if so, I conceive it probable you may be 
attacked and obliged to retire ; I therefore settd 
Hillyar with five flat-bottomed boats, to get as 
nciar as possible to your rear, and either supply 
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3Uiq[)art^ oi* bring you oflf. I also despatch a party 
of two hundred Turks, with a piece of cannon^ io 
proteet the village of Edko^ which has been qie* 
naoed by the French for having had intercourse 
with you. The Ottoman fleet is here^ and I mmst 
procure lemons from somewhere, to afford the 
usual refreshment to the numerous visitors I shall 
have to receive. This is the more essential^ as 
sherbet is the finale of a Turkish visit, and its in- 
troduction is the polite way of saying one has had 
enough of their company. Nothing at the camp 
but stagnation. The first act of the Holland 
campaign was well commenced ; and all the world 
knows, that if Sir Ralph could have acted as he 
wished^ the end might have been as glorious as 
the beginning. PoUtical causes paralyzed hid 
eiforts there^ as^ alas ! physical ones do now. If 
any thing lay in my power, I would proceed to 
take the fertile tracts of the Delta, which would 
make the capital dependant upon us for food. I 
doubt much whether Menou could prevail on bis 
army to attempt re-conquering such districts from 
Turks, natives, and English combined ; and they 
would be the first, as at Malta, to cry out when 
they were hungry. Taking Egypt gives iis Alex* 
andria; but the taking of Alexandria does not 
yield us Egypt : — this is my opinion, long ago dis- 
tinctly expressed, and still the same* I hope wh^ 
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the Turkish fleet has sailed you will contrive to walk 
over this ground with me, and see the advantage 
we should derive by making a second lake^ af 
good as this^ for all the purposes of barrier to the 
enemy^ and navigation to us. I should rather say 
a third lake^ for I mean the Mareotis^ at the back 
of Alexandria, now dry^ but which I find to be nine 
fidet eight inches below the level of these waters/' 
From a letter of the 7th of Aprils the cap- 
tain's impatience and dissatisfaction may be 
traced; though^ perhaps^ his own indefatigable 
activity led him to expect the same from others^ 
^^ We are now off Alexandria^ looking out for 
Gantbeaume^ who, it is rumoured, sailed on the 
19th of last month to relieve this place. You will 
learn, by the despatches which the Flora carries 
home^ that our troops have done everything that 
could be effected by bravery; but ♦ ♦ * * ♦ 
It is to be lamented, that the intelligence of Sir 
Sidney Smith is not brought into full play, though 
he is idolized by the soldiers and sailors ; but, in 
the jealous race for renown^ what should excite 
only honourable emulation, is oflen displaced by a 
degree of callous feelings very closely allied to 
envy. Since the battle of the Slst, instead of 
advancing on the tide of success^ while the enemy 
were dispirited, our army has remained strongly 
encamped about four miles from Alexandria. 
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The French are outside the Rosetta gate, and a 
genfly-declining valley intervenes between the two 
positions. In this valley the outposts frequently 
converse^ whence we find the French generals are 
at variance ; and that Abdalla Menou, who, with 
the profligate ease of a revolutionist^ changed his 
religion as readily as a coat, or a king, displays 
the same imbecility which may be found not far 
from lum. The vizier is smoking his pipe some-* 
where^ I believe, on the confines of Palestine ; 
and the expected army^ from India^ is adrift in the 
Red Sea ; in short, all our operations drag along 
with a more than Turkish languor. * ♦ • » • 
There is one general with us^ who seems to 
unite talent with intrepidity, but he is one of the 
youngest^ and, unfortunately for his country, 
wounded : his name is Moore/' 

Weary of the monotony of his station^ Beaver 
obtained permission to exchange ships with Cap- 
tain J. C. Searle, and three days afterwards, made 
himself very conspicuous in rescuing the crew of 
the Iphigenia, a frigate which had accidentally 
caught fire: all efforts, however, to save her 
were vain, for she burnt with such awful rapidity, 
as to blow up with a tremendous explosion, in 
less than an hour. 

An interesting letter of the 16th of June, to his 
sister, who has obligingly allowed me to make 
the following extracts, gives a lively picture of 
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Bgjfptifah^ affaire: ^' Lord KeitK's kinfaie^ 46 
me has been unceasing. ■ My ndw littlq^yeaseji 
is' (tailed the ^ Determinee^ . and to s^ ^ peiton 
-mt ooaversant with our service^ it i^tikilap 
pe<ur- strange for a msm to wish to give^ npitthe 
eoiMaand of a ship of eighty gtins>:forj<Diitt of 
only twenty-four. Bat in the formfer, pl&yin^ 
only second or third fiddle^ I could ha^6 little 
prosped: of distinction ; which is not the casaiq 
the latter, and before the war concludes^ as^ she 
sails wdl^ I may perchance fill an old leathern 
bag; Though my new quarter-deck is diminu^ 
tirvtei it is just as broad a highway to hpnoarj 
as 4hat of a three-decker. ***** Things have 
ndt gone on here so well as they Ought; kideed,! 
nothing could have been worse^ for though 4;he 
fV^ch lines before Rosetta gate are evid<^ntly 
too cixtensive to defend^ and an attack thereficA^ at 
all' times practicable, nothing has been attkmiptedw 
Even the French officers ridicule our tardiness, and 
affect to despise our measures. Some inquiry 
Willi I suppose^ hereafter take place. * * ^ * 
Hie British army has languished^ though a finer 
oae.ii^ver was assembled ; and^ in spite of the di^ 
satisfaction^ of our great men with Sir Sidnky 
Sinitii^taiid;the treatyof El Arish, appaaranc^sin*^ 
ditete^^ that we siiaUbe gktd of similar terms, alter 
sdLihisilQikoirnMius labour^ espeose, and bloodshed J 
♦ * * * Twice have we been on the eve of 
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Iifyiiigfkawk on Gantibeaume^ in bb thief-like j>ro*» 
^ressup the Mediterranean/* < 

The Determinee being sent to Constantinc^Ie> 
with ittleUig^ice from the armies^ Lord Elgin an^ 
ndon^ed^ in a very friendly note, an intended 
pecuniary gift from the Porte, of 2000 piastres 
for the, captain, and specified sums for the officers 
and ship's company; but, knowing Beaver's re* 
png&ance to accepting money from a foreign power, 
his lordship added^ '^ I am well aware of the 
awkwardness of this, but attempts which I have 
made, on former occasions, to alter the practice, 
have proved unsui^cessfiil, this being the esta^ 
Uished etiquette. The matter^ therefore, stands 
thus : the Porte intend a politeness^ and this is the 
known mode adopted by them." Notwithstand- 
ing this liberal explanation, the captain refused to 
countenance what he disapproved of^ and he there** 
fore declined the proflFered favour for himself and 
officers^ but accepted the portion which was in- 
tended for his crew. 

That this delicacy of feeling was neither misun- 
derstood^ nor disregarded^ even by Turks, was 
soon proved in a second letter from Lord Elgia^ 
whot, by unreserved communications on various 
matters> appeal's to have placed the highest confix 
dence in the discretion of our officer. " As the 
Porte^" says the ambassador^ '^ are particularly 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



154 tHB Lira 09 

anxious to pay a compliment to you^ both as Lord 
Keith's former captain^ and as the bearer of good 
n^ws from Grand Cairo^ a diamond-box is pre- 
pared for your acceptance^ and a gold one for each 
of your lieutenants." Besides this mark of iaTour> 
Captain Beaver's services in Egypt were rewarded 
with the medal of the Crescent ; for^ by a curious 
solecism^ the Qrand Signior had been induced to 
institute an order of knighthood^ as a mode of re- 
warding his allies. 

Between August, 1801^ and the following May^ 
several cruizes were made in various parts of the 
Mediterranean sea ; but the only result was, the 
capture of a few insignificant vessels. The intel- 
ligent mind of the captain, however, led him to 
improve our acquaintance with the coasts and 
ports which he visited ; for he was as scientific as 
brave : 

" Him science taught by mystic lore to trace 
The planets wheeling in eternal race ; 
To mark the ship in floating balance held. 
By eajfth attracted, and by seas repdl^d ; 
Or point her devious track, through climes unknown. 
That leads to every shore, and every zone.'* 

The then state of the charts may be estimated 
by such remarks as these : ^^ We are now working 
up between the Sporades and Asia^ but can put no 
faith in the ^ sea cards/ as none of the islands are 
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aocurately placed^ and many are entirely omitted/' 
«--^^Tbe passage between Samos and the For* 
miche is disgracefully laid down/* — ^*The land 
we marked last evening for Cape Qallo^ must have 
been Matapan^ but the charts are all so infamous^ 
that it is impossible to ascertain where one is^ 
without running close in/' — ^^ We are now off 
Toro» which is placed at least thirteen miles south 
of its proper latitude/* 

One of his remarks might be advantageously 
adopted in most ships: ^^What>" he observes, 
^^ has hitherto been called current^ will hereafter 
be termed error, whether it arise from current 
only^ (which is generally and ignorantly blamed 
for all disa*epancies of reckonings) or from bad 
steerage, neglect of the officer of the watch* humid 
time-glasses> ill marking of the log-board, or from 
all of these combined." 

In a letter from Malta^ he thus sums up the ac- 
count of his proceedings : ^^ My last cruize during 
the war, fi'om which I had every roason to expect 
something handsome^ terminated in nothing. It 
commenced the very day that the preliminary arti- 
cles of peace wero signed, and an embargo which 
immediately followed on the enemies* vessels^ till 
the cessation of hostilities^ precluded all chance of 
my taking any thing. On arriving at Minorca, I 
learned that I had lost eleven hundred pounds. 
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freig^ht money, by a new goyemme^order^iTy^J^^f:^ 
stops all payments on public monies; the^simi 
having been left unpaid, in consequenqci.ofi tlie 
de^th of poor Motz^ the Commi$saj7yTjgen^r^«. 
Then^ on coming to Malta, I found th|it,.$^U^,xi^y 
plaie, with every thing else necessary for hojusi^* 
keeping, had been sent from England Ia the 
.Utile ; and that vessel has never been h^ard ,^ 
smce her departure. TheSie accumulated la^sp? 
have left me ^ poor indeed.' " , . . [ 

The Determinee was now ordered to Ports- 
mouth, and paid oflF on the 19th of May, 18P^. 
After passing a few weeks in town, the ciiptaiQ 
purchased a house at Watford, in Hertfordshire 
where he proved that the busy scenes of fpri^ep 
years had not disqualified him for domestic quje|i; 
and though '^ bounded in a nutshell," he fomidhis 
time fully occupied with his family, his books, 1^ 
cottage, and his half an acre of garden* }i\^ 
mind, however, still veered towards Bulamap, Jii# 
^^ little paradise;*' and, from an official commur 
nication with the Under Secretary of State, ^the 
command of two or three vessels, for Africa 
colonization^ appeared to be within his , r^ap^^ 
when the renewal of war closed the scheme, i:,..:,, 

This event caused him to regret having d^Uqpfi 
a frigatq, which was offered to him, after his.ne^fja 
ix> .Epglaxi4.; but his reason was judicioM^T-;^ 
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iliyoliitfe iriabHity, in time of pedce, to maihtatn a 
^Mfiily al home, and also* support the expenses of a 
t^bler afloat: As a private individual, his hfeibifs 
#erfe ferfrom expensive, and he Hved happy and 
tiotatetitediinder vei^ moderate circumstances; but 
a§** 6^plta[in iii the Royal Navy, which he esteemed 
Woti6 of the first ranks in society, he felt it due to 
thd ^rvice, that his establishment should be on a 
proportionate scale of expense. Indeed there was, 
in the contrast between his public and private cha* 
ffitcteK a marked antithesis — for though totally de* 
void of allpersonal, he had a good deal of profei- 
lilbtial pride ; and to acquit himself well in his du- 
ties, seen or unseen, was the predominant princi- 
ple of his conduct. Perhaps this is a national 
chai*acteristic: — no people love the glory of theit 
ciiuhtry more than the French; it is a public stock, 
of whidh each individual boasts his proportion;—* 
in England, it is also a public fund, but we unhesi- 
tiatingfly contribute to it our fortune, our talents, 
6ur labour, and our lives. 

' 'Though he failed in obtaining a ship, the Ad- 
teiralty did not overlook Captain Beaver's ofkf of 
iService, and in July 1803, appointed him to com- 
mand the Sea Fericibles on the coast of Esse^. 
'Hili^ distrid; was considered a very important dne ; 
attd fie 'officially proved that, if he wfels' allbwed to 
bifgafilife a flotilla, th6 block ships at Ms' toMh of 
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the Thames would be utterly useless. ** I certainly 
protest^" he says, ^^ those ten frigates at the Lovror 
Hope ai^ thrown away; for no invader would, of 
course, land amongst the marshes above theasn, aad 
moreover, the tide would be too strong for them 
to keep their broadsides to bear, with springis«" 
One of the answers on this sul^ect announoed to 
him the duties of the various officers of the esta* 
blishment, and added, — *^ It is conceived you are 
to act as volunteers, subject to the command of 
juniors, but freely offerings advice tp those not so: 
well informed as yourselves." Beaver's reply waa 
noble,-^*^ Prom what you say of our rank while serv^ 
ing here, we shall hold no very enviable situation : 
however, on the present occasion, as the tocsin is 
sounded, I would even serve before the mast» rather 
than be out of the way, in a time of public danger; 
but qn affairs of less moment, I would refuse a 
command, sooner than resign my right, I shall 
therefore, since it is deemed necessary, act under 
any junior officer, with all the good will, zeal, and 
energy I am capable of." 

Such deference was paid to his professional 
knowledge, that he was confidentially consulted by 
Admiral Markham^ General Beckwitb, and Sir 
James Craig, on the threatened invasion; and his 
strictures are so clearly decisive, on certain points 
of national impolicy, and from disdaining to ten^ 
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pdrise^ expreiteed ao strongly^ {hat it is not advis^ 
able to publish them« 

One of this observant officer^s remarks, on arming 
an nndiaoipUned multitade* however, deserves in- 
sertioni because, to our oost> we found the effect 
of flags on the Polish lances. ^^ People unaocus* 
tomed to have shot flying about them, may feel 
rather awkward when first going into battle, and 
this awkward sensation is felt in proportion, not to 
the danger, but to the exposure of person; a goose 
will put its head under its wing, or an ostrich hide 
bis in a bush, thinking they cannot be seen ; and 
many rational bipeds, I am persuaded, breathe 
more confidently, if there be only a canvass screen 
between them and their antagonists. The Sea 
Fenciblesi many of whom have never sedn an enemy, 
armed only with pikes, may, I am apprehensive, 
if there was a necessity for charging, feel rather 
backward in advancing against musketry, totally 
unsheltered, and without having fire arms to reta* 
Uate. Now, it seems that something like a shield, 
made of scupper leather, and carried near the end 
pf the front rank pikes, would resist shot at the 
distance of sixty yards, after which, if we charged 
the foes quickly, they could not reload. This 
shield should be of such a size, as effectually to 
cover the vital parts of the body ; and it would not 
only inspire boldness in our unfleshed youths, but 
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be likely, I think, from its novelty, to frighteft tiie 
cavalry, and intimidate the infantry of the enemy/* 

Meanwhile the men were trained, and such 
arrangements made, as to draw from Lord Keith a 
testimony highly creditable to the Sea Feucibles 
of the Essex district, which, he declared, ^^ now 
formed a respectable accession to the country's 
means of defence." Indeed the Captain had very 
earnestly applied himself to rouse and encourage 
the spirit of the people in his command ; and had 
handbills printed and circulated, prompting them 
to hope that Buonaparte would realize his threat of 
invasion, in order that he might find it was matter 
of equal indiflference to us, whether we fought 
afloat or on shore. 

It would be difficult to recall the impressions of 
anxiety and alarm which prevailed in 1804, respect- 
ing the flotilla at Boulogne. As Captain Beaver, 
from his former residence there, was thoroughly acr 
quainted with the localities, he submitted a well* 
concerted plan for the destruction of the French 
craft, by carcasses, and offered to carry it into effect^ 
in person. Although this proposal was not then 
deemed eligible, the Admiralty granted leave of abr 
sence, to afford him an opportunity of reconnpitring ; 
and he sailed to the station in the Prospero bomb, 
bearing various instructions from Lord Keith, toge- 
ther with some valuable hints from Mr. N, Browo^ 
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his Lordship's secretary. He appears to have exa- 
mined the mouth of the harbour in a fisherman's 
boat^ but the report of his examination is lodged in 
the official archives of the Admiralty. 

A whole nation arming, in defence of their 
homes, was an irisurmoiintable obstacle to the in- 
tentions of Buonaparte, so that the pompous bra- 
vado of invasion gradually subsided. Beaver, 
therefore, now found time to arrange the ^*^ African 
Memoranda," or, as he called it, his ^* thing of 
shrckis and patches." Nor were his literary effi)rls 
confined to the Bulama papers, for the state of po- 
litics drew forth his opinions, and he was every- 
where a firm opposer of the fallacious doctrines 
then so widely diffused. ^* No man of principle," 
he exclaims, " should ever submit his feelings and 
conclusions to the theories of an enthusiast; and 
the present mock-respectful tone assumed by some 
of our leading men, as to the invincibility of our 
enemy, his talent, and his perfection, should be most 
contemptuously spurned ; for whatever he may be. 
Old England can readily furnish men to match him. 
Their declamation may gratify disaffection and igno- 
rance; but it will require something more like rea- 
son to persuade the better classes/* 

A letter which he published in the Courier of the 
16th of February, 1804, under the signature of 
Nearohus^ tended so generally to allay the appre- 
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bensions of the timid^ that much curiosity was 
excited as to the author. It is a fair specimen 
df argumentative reasoning: he considers the 
subject of a descent on our coasts^ under three 
heads^— the enemy's quitting their ports-— their 
crossing the channel — and their landing* Under 
the firsts he proves, from substantial data^ the 
utter impracticability of more than a fourth of the 
required number effecting it in one tide; under the 
second, if they come in detached portions, with 
British ships '^ which know no winter," we '^ de- 
vour them like shrimps ;" and in the event of their 
even overcoming both those obstacles^ and ^^ vomit* 
ing their unhallowed crews upon our blessed shores^ 
they will be received there by the British army— 
an army with which I have served in each quarter 
of the globe ; I know its merits^ I know its foibles^ 
I know it well; and am as fully convinced as I am 
that I now write, that this army as far surpasses all 
others in bravery, as British seamen surpass all 
others in skill : to it I most willingly consign^ with* 
out the least fear of the consequence, all who may 
land." 

A period of more active service now approached, 
for, after frequent and fruitless applications, he was 
at length appointed to the Acasta, a forty-gun 
frigate ; and having sold his cottage at Watford, 
and settled his wife and children at Swansea^ in 
Wales, he speedily got himself ready for sea. 
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Previously to sailing for the West Indies^ he 
thus expressed himself to his sister: — ^^ Your hint 
about my getting rich hurts me much^ for I hate 
money from the bottom of my soul^ with the ex«- 
qeption only of its enabling me to do good. Glory 
and renown I love, but God knows whether it be not 
too late for me to acquire them. However^ what* 
ever be my fate, and which, except as it concerns 
my family^ I neither wish to accelerate nor retard, 1 
trust I shall leave behind me a reputation, pure and 
unsullied. Though my services have not been 
brilliant, I feel conscious that they have been useful 
to my country. May it, I pray, never stand in need 
of them; may I be the worst of her children, and 
then, I say it with confidence, she will always be 
great. But enough, — I shall never be disgrsk^ed 
by being too anxious to get wealth." 

He could little have anticipated how soon these 
sentiments would be put to the proof; and that of 
upwards of three thousand pounds prize-money, 
which his vigilance procured on his new station* 
he was to be defrauded of every shilling, through 
Maxwell, the agent at Barbadoes, dying insol-* 
vent. 

Our officer's customary foresight was displayed 
on the voyage out, in the disposition and manage* 
ment of the convoy under his charge; for he at* 
tended to the benefit of the commercial interests of 

M2 
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his country as eagerly as he did to that of her martial 
glory. Arriving at Barbadoes, it was disfcovered 
that the stern frame of the Acasta was so loose, that 
she wag obliged to be sent to Halifax for the neces- 
sary repairs. ^' We were eight days," says he, 
^' on this coast, without ever seeing it, as a thick fog 
prevented our making the land ; however, when it 
did clear up, we entered one of the finest harbours 
I ever saw. 1 know of none more safe, or more 
beautiful than this. The town of Halifax is welt 
built, the society is very good, and there cannot 
Ipe a more hospitable place in the world." 

In an afiectionate letter to Mrs. Beaver, of the 
2d pf September, 1807, he rejoices on returning 
from an excursion just in time to catch the nioment 
of a schooner's sailing to England. ^^ The dinner 
is over, the card tables made up, and the dancifig 
begun ; I therefore seize the opportunity of retiring, 
to vvrite to all that I hold dear ; for 1 assure you, 
itiy mind is oftener with you and the dear chilcken, 
than on the spot which 1 accidentally occupy. But 
let me describe my journey. Sir A. Cochrane 
arrived here a week ago with his squadron, tp avoid 
the hurricane months in the West Indies, and 
having some estates thirty or forty miles off, he^ 
took this opportunity of visiting them, wheq I be- 
came one of the party. Pleasure, however, is top- 
capricious a nymph to attend a particular invitation, 
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aiid is t6o often scared by 'the note of prepara- 
fidn ;' at the very setting off, I found ray steed \9M 
possessed of more discretion than velocity, and we 
laboured along the road with philosophical resig- 
nation. That portion of the province being almost 
uninhabited, it was necessary to carry our comforts 
^ith us ; but the freighted cart which bore, them, 
having been sent in advance, we were only tanta- 
lized by the wish to arrive. The country may b^ 
said to be almost in a state of nature, for scarcely 
ten acres in a million are cultivated ; only one hou^e 
to be seen, generally speaking, in the course 6^ 
nine or ten miles, and that affording but Tioitifely 
fkfe arid miserable lodging; we had three ^miiit 
bfeds for six of us, and my portmanteau, with fe Very 
t^fn|g levanted, was left behind. * * * Give 'me 
a letter of half a quire, and make me one of my 
own femily again." 

The gloomy aspect of the political atmosphere/ 
at' ^is moment, seems to have imparted a de^ 
S^^Aident asperity to his tone on public affairs. ^"^ A^ 
pdckeV* he writes, /^ has just arrived from Eng- 
land, bringing the heavy news of an armistice 
beiweeh France arid Russia ! So that there is no- 
thing left for us now, but our own native valour, 
and, r trust, invincible fortitude. As to the 
change of ministry you. mention, and dissolution of 
parliament, it seems of little importance at present 
who is in, or who is out; for the late special plead- 
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ing, speech-twisting debates, savour rather of the 
loaves and fishes than of patriotism; and^ indeed^ 
plaoe and emolument, the apples of the aristocrat 
tical struggle of whigs and tories^ are more often 
the motive than the reward of such contentions. 
Yet in times of public danger, party spirit ought 
to give way to virtue. But notwithstanding a full 
knowledge of how many states have been ruined by 
an indiscriminate love of popularity in their public 
leaders, there are some of our most valuable cha« 
racters foolishly sacrificing at the same shrine, 
regardless of our national importance. As to 
those mob-courting demagogues^ who clog their 
country's eflForts^ and thereby add to its burthens^ 
merely to exhibit themselves^ they deserve trans- 
portation. 

*^ Matters are very unsatisfactory on this side of 
the herring-pond: the embargo may have been 
considered necessary by many well-meaning mem- 
bers of theCongress, though it not only straightened 
their commerce, but was partial; it was aiding 
Napoleon in his projects^ and practically po'^opco 
rating against the existence of the last refuge of 
European freedom. If either dignity or policy 
guided our councils, we should have been at war 
with these people, for our conciliatory system is 
viewed only as want of energy. . Instead of strictly 
enforcing our orders in council^ we enact ordinances 
one day^ and the next issue licenses in the teeth of 
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them; tberoby decidedly sacrificing our oaUooal to 
our commercial interest. 

^^ The affair of the Leopard and Chesapeake^ 
arose from the hostile practice of seducing our sea-* 
men ; yet the brave officer who did his duty, is 
execrated as ^ the murderer Whitby-^a savage 
who escaped hanging by a sham trial/ Indeed, 
the vulgarity^ mendacity^ and malignity of the 
American democratic press exceeds belief. With 
you^ in Europe, where a war of weighty import is 
waging, the public mind is too ardently occupied, 
to pay that attention to trans- Atlantic politics which 
perhaps tiiey merit. But the heads of departments 
here should detect and expose the misrepresenta^ 
tions and falsehoods^ which flow so profusely: what 
remains uncontradicted^ will generally be credited ; 
for many read^ while few think. If the editor of the 
Hali&x Gazette oannot stem the effect of the poi- 
son which is disseminated in this province, and is 
withholden by disaffection^ indolence^ or fear, the 
^u)oner he sells his types and press^ and kicks his 
4evil into hell^ the better. 

^' To oppose the insidious subtlety of detraction^ 
Great Britain requires nothing but naked truth ; 
Jet that go forth without comment^ and her mode- 
ration^ her justice^ her forbearance^ and her magv- 
nanimity^ will offer such a contrast to the tortuous 
policy of France^ — ^that America will hereaffer 
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]i]taiotK , Ibesdns of freedom arraying themsdvm 
against Ibeir brethren of common abcestry^ lawis^ 
and kmguage^ in the hour of distress! Amema 
kagdering against liberty, and raising her hand 
against that parent^ to. whom she is indebted for 
tbe: priiicii^ and knowledge which should hu« 
nanbe and eiinobleher ! But the truth is> Jonathan 
(^c»4/4rf6^ that we are at our last gasp^ and longs 
tib^ia-at the. death; be is eager for strife^ be^ 
Qauseihe is as yet unacquainted with the consequent 
Uedsiogs of loans and war taxes ; and be willy in 
tHifrjevent of Napoleon's ultimate success^ spit bi0 
WQORi> to gain our ebnmierce and the Canadas. ' 
trf^ I make these assertions from a comparison of 
faf^ rather than from a discussion of motiiyes; 
Vl^t my opinions, however inefficient to carry ooni- 
vittiQiii itre strictly impartial. I do nottinipiite to^ 
ti^ftVibole peculations or even to the major port of 
lib 4 the low .sourrility which marks and i^tigmktiaes 
i^ |>riBglent proceedings. But nnder what plea^do 
Ijb^y join the French ? It cannot be ^ fellow reivoH 
k|tioiii$tes {qt > if hd independence of America ^ wasr 
broqghii about iby worthy leadersy and a- people 
^)it^:hafiriwholesome English habits; En^b Itvwsy 
^^d" En^^fi^h morality ; men diffieririg as ' widdy 
front, a^ ferocious: visionaries of France^ as ele*^ 
pl^ntp do £rom uwaquitos.'' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPTAIN PHIUF BEAVER. KO 

, vHie' Aoasta havings raoeived snoh repaim da 
Qoald be afforded^' retained to Barbadoes ; shortly 
after whidi/ Mr. R. T. Ellis^ a fine yoaag mid^ 
srhipQaaA^ died of a fever, and the event was brokea 
by' Captain Beaver, to the father of the yonth^ in 
the IbUowing appropriate and feeling letter: ''it 
is the lot of but few to arrive at that period of 
]tfe> to which you and I have attained^ without 
having experienced many and severe afflictions; 
and o&d great drawback upon the happiness which 
is produced by a numerous and virtuous family^ is^ 
that we are thereby exposed in more points than 
tiie isolated beings to the i^afts cf misfortune. 
However, experience teaches us always to' expect 
i^m ; * reason^ to be prepared for them ;' and 
rdig^^ to be consoled under them^ whenever 
tisey do arrive; The ways of Providence are to 
as inscratable^ and to its decrees we are boond to 
sufami<$ with Christian resignation. These reflee^ 
tiofis have forced themselves upon me, ere I could 
cdmunenoe the melancholy duty which I have td 
perform* Alas! Sir^ to the lively interest and 
keen 'seasibflity of an anxious fidher^ I have al- 
rdi|dy :said enough; his foreboding mind mudt 
have> eonviaded him of his great, his irreparable 
lekB. I shall not add to the weight and pressure 
of 'so severe an affliction any vain condolence from 
myself/ which might only increase^ withoiit at aH^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i*^ THs Lira or 

alleviatiiig^ the pangs already felt; religion^ reason^ 
and iime^ are the best oomfortars on suoh oooa« 
aions. Until our arrival at Barbadoes^ the 30th 
of October last^ the Acasta had been uncommonly 
healthy^ since which we have been obliged to re^ 
main. idle at anchor^ in order to be ready to em* 
bark troops against the Danish islands. In this 
situation^ a fever made its appearance on board of 
us, some ten days ago ; about twenty of our num* 
ber had been attacked, and already three had fal« 
lea victims^ when your son was taken ill on the 
25th of November. As he did not mend the next 
day, I determined to get under weigh on the 27th, 
ag the best means of restoring him, and the rest of 
my people, to their health. But, alas ! notwith- 
standing the benefit of sea air, and all the care 
and attention of the surgeons and nurses, he was 
cut off in the bloom of youth, and the freshness of 
hope, at five o'clock on the evening of the 28th. 
The only observatipn I will presume to make on 
this distressing visitation is, that our dear de^ 
parted friend was universally beloved; I myself 
loved him almost as one of my own children, and 
have the consolation to hope, that as his life was 
good and innocent, so he is at present hap{^." 

An active, though unprofitable series of cruizes 
was successively undertaken; but in the various 
ports which were visited. by the Acasta, the mpst 
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carefiil attention was manifested by Captain Beaver 
for the improvement of hydrography. Indeed^ his 
exertions in this branch of public duty, proved his 
regard for a science which ennobles and stimulates 
the minds of officers, renders tliem equal to the 
highest stations in the service, and, by making 
them excellent navigators and seamen, inspires a 
confidence unknown to those who must trust to 
other, and often ill-qualified heads. 

Advising a young naval friend, who had just 
attained the command of a sloop of war, the 
Captain says, '^ as all who wear blue jackets are 
not sailors, he careful to discriminate between the 
true bred seamen, and the profligate vagabonds, 
who are too often intermixed with them. Re- 
collect» also, that numbers of your people have 
been impressed, and are the unwilling victims of 
our temporal, though urgent interests. Such consi- 
derations» added to the tantalizing breaches of the 
ties of home, which the very nature of the service 
renders necessary, should make every good officer 
desirous of establishing the comfort of his crew. 
Temper discipline with kindness. Endeavour to 
grant some respite in port, if the tenour of your in- 
structions will admit it. The refitting, stowing 
stores, squaring yards, working boats, and drying 
safls, with .all the minor minutiae, leave but little 
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MMrre.' And yet I know many smart geiitiemfetf 
#ho tertiient themselves to find constant labbiii'^feF 
Ibeir^ i^hips^ companies; and who vrooid'be'a^tb-^ 
imhdd to disoorer that it was not conlsidetied^W' 
proof of knowledge. Jack knows well enoii^li 
what is necessary, and therefore does not relish^ 
a too frequeiit mustering of hammocks and bag^," 
l^olisfaing of iron work, and other artificial mod^* 
oif teasihg the time." ; f » 

' WWbt beating before Martinique, the Acasta^ 
dhased a tetter of marque brig into St. Anne's^B^jr^ 
beiweeik the fortified points of Borgnesse and' 13bi^ 
j4rdiH> tm the 18th of March, 1808. Iii tacUiii^^ 
(jffshbrey the batteries opened their fire, which wak* 
pitlAlJfly returned from the ship, while working 
in, and ai^ soon as the shot from the two headlands'^ 
crossed over her, she was anchored with springs 
so' as to have a broadside to biear upoii each. Aii 
animated cannonade was now continued for aboui' 
fiiSy minutes, when our frigate driving into sixty* 
firfhoms water, she was obliged to make sail. Winds' 
acmi ctfttfehts prevented a return till the 29tbVwhen" 
bSdri^ joined by tlie Ulysses, Hippomenes, aii^' 
Mprpe^j^oiittgiae^rtbay stood again into the bap for 
tbepttrpo^eofdestroyingthebrig. ByawelUdiredt-' 
ed attack, the enemy were soon driven outof th^"^ 
Borgnesse battery^ and Captajin BeaVieFdispatehed^ 
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^jj(9^4*ble, party, under tije Hwpur^We li^er! 
qapt.Qore*, to ^pike the guDS» aodroll tbeny ad4 
thi^ir caniagi^ over the cliffs. The fort o|v Poiif| 
du Jardioivasthen so judiciously as^iled bythe 
shipSji as to enable the boats to approach, wheikMr.. 
Gojre gallantly stormed it^ struck the colours^ and 
spikefl the guus^ in the face of a nunoerous, thoggh. 
irregular force. He then dashed a couple pf aniles. 
up a narrow creek, to see what could be done w^tjbt 
thecppette^ but was so exposed to a heavy fire 
which she opened^ that finding it impossible tp 
cajrry her^ he very prudently retreated. » Besides; 
her own force, there were at least a thou^^ndsol't. 
diers on shore, to protect her with Beld-pieo^, aqdj 
two vessels moored on either quarter full of :tit)opi|,« 
so that it would have been madness to proceeds , .^ 
p}\r officer had scarcely returned into, port, Jb^, 
for/B he was hurried off ag^ain by the ^dmii!al^;tft. 
communicate to the gqvemment of the Car£|CQ^;thft^ 
events which had taken place at Cadiz^tia cpn^- 
(^i|encp,of the machinations of Napoleon, . Jifriyj^i 
at 1^ feSpira on the. 16th;, he sept a flag of tf,i^[^ 
d|eraand an interview vv^ithjthe. P^ptoii^-(^eflergl,pf: 

aii4{>|:9)nised.fiuc,to.i)ecomesnbQ^ ^Botte - 

was^ prematurely removjed from the transitory scene ^ jn {ittj^nq^iqg 
to 'save the iiVes of some seamen who had fallen overboard, h^ 
ptriiAfld^ h|^ tiuit ocean, wfaieh sbaU hei^aller be called to ^re ii^ ' 
its dead. 
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Venezuela, and learnt that a French corvette brig 
had arrived a few hours before him, with despatches 
from the Usurper. The Captain now made pre- 
parations for his journey to the Garaccas ; but fore« 
seeing that the enemy would endeavour to escape; 
during his absence^ he left with his first lieutenant 
the following laconic orders. *^ Permit no com*" 
munication whatever^ either with ships or theshore^ 
till my return. Beat to quarters every evening) 
and keep regular watch, as at sea. If the brig sails^ 
follow and bring her back. If the expected French 
frigate arrives, clear for action ; do not commence 
an eiigagement/but when she begins^ take her." 

On the following mornings the brig finding her 
berth rather uncomfortable, and apprehensive of 
being seized at anchor^ determined to try her 
chance; accordingly, with the breeze of day- 
break, she weighed and ran out to sea, under all 
sail. Every motion, however, had been closely 
watched; in a few moments the frigate slipped 
after her, and when out of the range of the Spanish 
forts, fired at her, till she struck her colours— 
taking, at the same time, especial care not to 
damage her hull. She proved to be the Serpent, 
a remarkably fine vessel, mounting sixteen carro* 
nades, and two long guns, with a complement of 
one hundred and four men, and had been expressly 
selected for this service from her well-known saiU 
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ing qualities. On tiie 18th^ the Acasta retained 
to the anchorage with her prize^ and was saluted 
in form by all the batteries. The ship's company^ 
at the suggestion of their commander^ resigned 
their salvage of ten slaves^ who were found in the 
brig, and had been taken by her out of a Granada 
sloop which she had burnt. 

The news conveyed by the frigate had been 
received with enthusiasm by the people ; but the 
Captain-General, puzzled by the tenour of con- 
tradictory despatches from two belligerent powers^ 
could not so readily enter into the new feeling of 
affairs. Owing to several palpable inciviUties^ 
Captain Beaver addressed a severe remonstrance 
to him^ complaining of the superior reception which 
had been given to the French officer, the day be-- 
fore, though he was the bearer of most mortifying 
intelligence. The Governor replied in terms as 
haughty^ desiring him to take what refresh- 
tnents he required, and immediately quit the road. 
This induced our stern envoy to reiterate his 
charges, and ^' as to the manner which your Ex* 
cellency conceives would have been most appro*- 
priate to answer my letter, * with the cannon of 
the batteries/ I can only say, that it would have 
been a very extraordinary one, to the harbinger of 
peace ; to one who has brought you one hundred 
and thirty of your liberated countrymen, and pass* 
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ports to protect your vessels from detentioQ. ,^m^ 
an answer, I thinks would not reflect mqch ^uojip 
on your Excellency, while to me it woulfi Jb|Q, jm> 
far a matter of indifference, as to cause, op^ptb^ 
sensation than that of regret." . ., .. ,» 

Such altercation presented a contrast to Hf^ 
intercourse which might have been expected;^ but 
Don Juan de Casas felt himself in a dilemma^ fqr, hp 
had a forecast of the probable consequences, of the 
political convulsions. He was aware that thO|3^ 
prejudice^ bigotry^ and oppression, had jointly non- 
spired to keep those regions in a condition IMtte 
differing from barbarism, yet the rash condud:,of 
Spain^ in joining the American war, had alrea^ 
inclined the Creoles towards a struggle for free^om^ 
especially as they were conscious how easy thp 
yoke of the British colonists had been, when com- 
pared with their own. 

But whatever were the difficulties of his siti|^« 
tion^ the governor certainly failed in the usii^ 
Spanish courtesy, though he professed infinite i^- 
gard for the ^^ sons of the Thames, '\ and Beaver 
was therefore imperiously urged to resent his cor-, 
duct During the twenty- three hours that, hp 
remained at the Caraccas, he was neither asked tp 
eator drink, nor even to sit down ; but after beii^ left 
amongst the clerks and domestics^. while the Junt^ 
deliberated on his despatches, was obliged to find 
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ledgbkg and food where he could. ^^ I approve Very 
iBftich," writes the Admiral, *' of all you have done, 
«xc*pt that 'your letter to the Captain-General is 
Tfttther too strong, though you certainly had a right 
fe ijomplaiti of his want of attention. I really wish 
that matters may be soothed, for negotiators should 
iever quarrel. Keeping one's temper is of more 
Consequence than you are aware of. I have taken 
yoiir beautiful prize into the service, and named 
her the Pert ; she will be valued high, and her 
stores sell remarkably well." 

From the weak state of the ship, the Captain 
thought it prudent to keep her on the coast of 
the Spanish main^ during the hurricane months, 
l)y which he was instrumental in arresting and 
destroying' the Proclamations and Manifestoes, 
Vhic^ the emissaries of the intrusive sovereign 
sent out in abundance. While Wooding at Alca- 
traz, near Puerto Caballo, on the 22d of August, 
twelve seamen were brought on board quite blind 
froni incautiously cutting Manchineel trees. At 
this time the ship was swarniing with centipedes, 
scorpions, mosquitoes, and other noxious pests olF 
tropical regions ; while the cockroaches were so 
numerous, that in endeavouring to extirpate tlieni, 
they actually destr6yed, for several days, about 
one hundred and fifty dozen a dayf Fortunately, 
jioweverj from Captain Beaver's constant attention 
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to cleanliness and sobriety^ and the care of his rarl 
geon^ the crew escaped with scarcely any sickness. 

The due consideration of this officer for thefives 
of those under his command may be judged of 
ftt)m the following anecdote : — ^Remarking one day^ 
in conversation, upon the dangers to which many^ 
from a mistaken sense of courage, sometimes expose 
themselves and their crews, where no correspond^ 
ing advantage could be gained^ — he said he had 
sinned occasionally in that way himdelf, but was 
cared of the propensity by an incident, which, 
though trifling in itself, had made a strong hnpres- 
jdon upon his mind. He had stood close in under 
,one of the batteries of Martinique^ when a Act 
fired from it fell at the feet of a midshipman^ whom 
he had received under the anxious solicitations of 
a parent^ to be as careful of him as circumstmices 
would permit. '^ I asked myself seriously whether 
I had fulfilled the entreaties of my friend? I had no 
business to be where I then was, for no object could 
be accomplished by it ; and had this boy been killed^ 
I should have considered his death to have lain at 
my door. The same feeling has influenced me 
since ; and as^ however I may risk my own life^ I 
have no rights unnecessarily^ to endanger that of 
others, I take care to avoid it." 

The Acasta having returned to Antigua^ several 
small prizes enabled our officer to render his family 
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bottifortable^ by sending repeated remittanceis; al^^ 
though ihose^ as we have seen^ through the houM 
of Maxwell^ never reached Mrs. Beaver^ and were 
therefore sources of mutual disappointmmt Theoi 
vexations were too intimately connected with his 
destinies* Tlie great and successful regard with 
indiiSerence such as fail in the arduous ^tru^le of 
life ; tlK)8e who are bom great^ do not wish to be 
overtaken ; whilst those who have obtained eleva- 
tioU) feed their conscious superiority by the beli^^ 
that every man's failure is his own fault. The 
mould of a man's fortune^ according to Baoon» is 
in his own hands; yet years of ceaseless tml are 
often passed without attaining the desired end; 
and the mere mould, without raw material, may 
be compared to the commission to make biioks 
where there was no straw. But to those who re^* 
fleet, that in this world '^ the race is not always tQ 
the swift, nor the battle to the strong/' our hero 
may appear worthy of admiration^ even in confined 
circumstances ; for he never considered that po^ 
verty a disgrace which proceeded neither from 
extravagance nor indolence. 

Meanwhile the repairs of the ship were hastened 
by a friendly note from the Commander-in-chief^ 
who, having witnessed Beaver's ability on the Me* 
diterranean station, was resolved to call it into full 
play. ^^ Hurry on^ all you can^ as I intend you to 

N2 
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t^ charge of the disembarkation at Martioiqiie;, 
pii^ oPjr.for if you are not very alert, I fear yoj». 
will be behind the. lighter." Thus stimulated^ ^ 
battalion of the 60th regimrat was embarked, and 
the anchor weighed by the 21st of December ; but 
in a few hours, and with a light breeze, the bow< 
qprit snapped short off, and obliged our anxious 
pflScer to put before the wind for Freeman's Bay., 
The stump of this spar was found to be entirely 
rotten, to within two or three inches of the surface^ 
and the decay was so regularly distributed tbrougb 
the capillary system^ that a portion was sent to the. 
commissioners of the navy as a curiosity. 

'^ Many years have rolled over my head," 
remarks the Captain, ^^ since I first visited these 
j:egiQn8^ and I know not whether the manners of the 
people. have altered, or my own taste has changi^d, 
perhaps both may have felt the influence of tbe 
interval. I admire the matchless, tints of the 
soenery, and the heavenly splendour of the cUmate 
more, tb^m formerly ; but I no longer relish the 
boisterous cheer and lax hospitality, which pnce 
did not incomnpode me. The chatter ctf the n^egxq 
is as yocififrous, and.the piccauinies gajobql, us. 
wWly;^s ejyer;, while Sunday is still the happy 
dayi jyhjfi^ thf y call their own. But the plantejc. is 
c^rt^![^lyless,gay ; and he appears alrea4y to suffer 
undejt; th^ interference of our legislature. I appr^r 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPTAiiff J>Hlt.iP'fiftAVER. ISl 

herid'ttie resalt 6f bar meastireS ydU ehim^tely 
I^roVe of greater benefit to our enettiies/t^aii eifter 
ft) otir bwn subjects^ or the slaves. It seems to me 
butfeaisonable^ that those who so warmly diiscui^ 
this question in the House of Commons should 
first' takis the trouble to make a trip across the 
water; and ascertain the truth ; for the enquiry harf 
hiliherto been borne down more by sophistry thatt 
by fact. I would rather see the wisdonl and 
philanthropy of England exerted to ameliorate the 
cohtlrtibh of the blacks, which she can do, thati 
withess her eflforts at what she cannot do. I abhdr 
slavery; but feeling that, constituted as mankind ^re^ 
it ever has existed, and perhaps ever will, I cannot 
surrender the evidence of my senses to mere spe-« 
culative morality. Everything I now meet with 
fuUy confirms me in the opinions which IfaaVd 
already expressed, on this topic, in my narmtive> 
or' ^ African Memoranda/ *' » 

By Christmas-day the damage was refitted, the 
soldiers re-embarked, and the Acasta again under 
weigh r biit to how little purpose, he describes hi 
a letter to Mrs. Beaver, of the 3d of January,^ 1809^ 
when, after his usual affectionate inquiries, he says^ 
•^ I joined the Admiral oflFthe Diamond rock, and 
found everything ready for attack, but foi* whdt 
reason I know not, the attempt was yesterday finally 
^ven up^ About this time last year, after having^ 
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waited six weeks^ for no other purpose^ I lost the 
chance of going against the Danish islands by one 
day; and now having made such extrs^ordinary 
exertions to bo in readiness, that^ from the rising to 
ihfi setting sun, no slave was ever more fagged^ 
the plan is given up! It is hard—^n^ther, it ii( 
unfortunate! The friendly admiral^ by way of 
consolation, has given me a couple of fiigates^ 
with as many sloops, to cruise to windward of 
Martinique^ where the enemy are endeavouring to 
throw in reinforcements^ and where a squadron of 
frigates, with troops on board;, is hourly expectedf 
)f we meetj I trpst I shall do nothing wrong ; and 
if I do all that is right, our dear children will^ at 
aU eyenta, b^ benefited/' 

The invasion of Martinique, however, was only 
suspended; for^ spurred by despatches intercepted 
from the colonial prefect, exposing the weaknesses 
of his command, the expedition was speedily re- 
embodied^ and arrived off the island^ on the 39th 
of January. The Acasta, bearing a broad pen- 
dant, conducted the principal division of the army 
to Bay Robert, where, with an address and skill 
which excited general applause, and stamped his 
superiority, Beaver buoyed off the channels be-i 
tween the shoals, boldly led the way, and by noon 
anchored his squadron and the transports. Two 
boijilfs suflSced to make the requisite dispositio^S|» 
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the £ioldiera were arranged in divisions^ and the' 
boats advanced towards the shore in prescribed 
martial order, to the surprise of the French spec- 
tators. Though the weather was very squally, the, 
approaching force was much too formidable forth^ 
garrisons of that part of the coast to resist ; and the> 
troops consequently landed in about fifteen minutes^ 
without the slightest opposition. 

*^ We sailed from Barbadoes/' remarks thtt 
Captain^ *^ in two divisions ; the Admiral, with aU 
the line-of-battle ships^ and 3000 soldiers went ta 
leeward; while the squadron under my orders^ 
consisting of seven frigates and three sloops, witK 
7000 troops in transports^ came to windward. 
As the commander-in-chief of the land forces^ and 
two other generals^ were on board with me, I wa3j 
enabled to give them sufficient notice of my plans: 
to ensure content. I therefore ran into the cul-de. 
sac, 1/dth the whole of my division^ and though tho 
moment was an anxious one^ being on my ownr 
responsibility, yet I never felt more ccmfident^ 
We andiored about noon^ on the 30th, and before) 
sunset debarked two whole brigades ; which being 
followed the next morning by thq reserve, stores^ 
find ammilinitioh, General Beckwith immediati&ly 
advanced. Tliey had a little fighting on the Is^ 
of February, and some very warm work indeed cmj 
iba ^> near a oommandiog height called Sourrieri 
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in same mfehsttre overtooking Fort Bourbow, M^het^M 
fore its mastery was obstinately contested by baytiJ 
net charges ; the French stood uncommonly ivdlv 
but oar soldiers behaving as gallantly as tbe^ 
always do when well commanded^ were superior^ 
and retained the post. 

^^ Feeling the disadvantage of the intricate and 
dftttgeroQS navigation of Bay Robert, and tiware of 
the easy access to that of Trinite, where ihere 
were but few troops, I took upon mysetf to send a 
detachment of seamen and marines to occdpythd 
town and fort, which object was accomplished, by 
my merely promising the inhabitants respect of 
property and religion. The French had a skkyp 
of waif in Maran bay, and a fine forty-gun frigati^ 
under Port Royal, which they have burnt in pvm 
sfAte. Hie surrender of Fort Bonrbon^ after a 
bombardment of five days and nights, has{daeed 
this Valuable colony under the British flag, for^e 
third time ; but whatever credit may be acquirM 
by the conquest, no money can be expected^ thougbi 
fbi my own part, I rest perfectly satisfied witti the 
implicit confidence placed in me by both the cmii 
inatiders-ki-chief/' ' 

Ch^brtfae first ^cts of General Be^kwith Wte^ 
fbe appbl^tttfent of our worthy hero as captain' of 
the pod^ the dtlties to be executed by deputy. Hie 
reptitaition acquired in the ItAe successful ^ntet* 
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priae; pointed him out lor another sUnilajr.servicef 
Hoihuci httt jusianchoFed at Antigua^ wh^p s^ note 
v$t^ brought to him from Sir A^ C!ochrane, pre8§- 
ip^his immediatdy proceeding to sea. -^ Lose not 
a moine<)t's time^ my dear Beaver, as theexpedir 
tion against the Saints waits only for you. Tl«:eQ 
sail of the line and two frigates, which intended to 
felieve Martinique, have sought shelter there, and 
it will be our duty to catch them. You shaU coiq« 
mand the landing ; and the Intrepid, Gloire^ DoU 
phin^ Narcissus, Circe, and some smaller vessqls^ 
Vfill be placed under your orders." 
; . Not an instant was lost, aAer receivpg thia 
exhilarating notice, in completing his stores^ sq 
that within the week he was at the station,, and 
wrote thus: ^^ April 14th. — Early this mornings 
we* hoisted out the flat boats, double shotted the 
guns^ and bore up for the narrow channel leading 
to the Saints, which we had previously buoy^ off« 
WhiJte standing in, we issued two days' food to 
thoi troops, and at eleven came to an anchor, with 
the enemy's shot going over us ; the Gl^ire, 
Haughty, and Unique, pouring their broad$idies 
into the woods to clear the bushes^, ) At, noon, I 
loft theship "mth Gen^^l Maitland;^ to arrangj^ the 
landings which was effected in half a^UrthPUF after- 
wni'ds, in Anse a Bois Joli, abreast of. the ship^ 
IW seamen assisted the &fo1(£ers im^i c^xirdiaUyj 
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and the lattei^ debarked in a ready^ orderly, and; 
martial manner* A smart skirmisbiiig now enaued 
up Mount RoseUe» the hiU on our rig'ht^ where the 
enemy bad made a standi but whence, by the reao*-: 
bite advance of the rifles of the 60th regiment, ha 
was drivw in about an hour. All hands working: 
heartily^ before five, we began to throw shells at 
{he French squadron^ from two large howitzers^ 
and as I suspected that they would soon get an^ 
noyed, and be off, I went on board, and stationed 
boats to row guard. At ten, we perceived the three 
line-of-battle ships were weighing, whereupon we 
instantly made signal to the cruizers outside, and 
beat to quarters, soon after which we heard heavy 
guns fired in the directicsi of the Admiral, , 

•* Early on the 15th, seeing the French frigates 
still at anchor, I went on shore to reconnoitre 
them; my spirited lads making the gig fly aloi^ 
in their hopes of approaching action. At the 
same moment, the General requested all the boat^ 
of the squadron to convey troops to Anse Yanouvre^ 
as the advance by land was extremdy difficult* 
This was a ticklish request at such a moment**^ 
however, my duty was to comply ; but I warned 
the Gloire and Jason, with the Unique and Swag^ 
gerer, to be in readiness for running out to sea; 
and my orders were received with exultatioui 
paving landod «nd gainod the suiniait of the hUl; 
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I perc6ived the frigates were close in-sbore^ and 
apparently hanging only by warps, upon which i 
hurried on boards ordered the Jason out^ and telon 
graphed to the Intrepid. At ten, the two Frenoh 
ships made all saiU and pushed over for Guada^ 
loupe, and in about twenty minutes the headmost- 
one was engaged with the Intrepid ; bnt they were 
soon lost to our earnest gaze^ behind the lower 
Saint. For myself^ having charge of the army, a 
thousand of whom were then actually in the boats, 
I Qould only anxiously look on ; and was, more-* 
over^ additionally mortified that the cruizera ta 
leeward were not in their Sttations. The enemy's 
batteries played the greatest part of the day, and 
our men laboured with most praiseworthy ardour. 
At night, a strong picket was surprised, when 
^ghteen of the enemy were bayonetted, and twelve 
brought in prisoners* Just afterwards, I received 
A note from General Maitland> mentioning his 
having sent a summons to the Frenoh commandant, 
who vauntingly replied, that he has ^ des vivres, 
d^s munitions, et des soldats,' and will not siur* 
render. He will change his tune, I believe, in 
leas thwi a couple of days/' 

^^ April 16th.-^The morning was ushered in by 
the disagreeably announcement, that both the 
French frigates had Escaped into Guadaloupe; 
]?at 1 think their change of ever getting back to 
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France 18 an extremely slender one.' AlV^tiie 
boats are employed in transporting storeB and 
ammunitioa fer the army« The enemy's shot 
ratfle over ns» but as I do not think itiwdi^ 
moving, I have only ordered the small craft: to 
weigh, and eruize between us and Guadaloupe^ to 
prevent <^mmanication. Nothing can exceed tb^ 
coolness of the sailors ; they scarcely deign to 
notice the batteries, except in hearty ejacnlations 
to be at them. The troops, also, are all in faigli 
spirits, and very bravely repulsed a sudden attempt 
of the enemy to dispossess them of the posts 
which they had gained. ■ ' 

*^ ITth.-^Soldiers and seamen employed ni 
yesterday, and everything advancing prosperi^ 
oasly ; but, finding I had only six days' provisionfii 
left, I have been obliged to put both services' <M 
two-thirds allowance. A constant firing was k^pf 
up till about two in the afternoon, when thfe French, 
sent oat a flag of truce to propose terms*. Hn^ 
were allowed till a quarter to six o'clock, to^ ac- 
cept those which we were willing to grant: ' 'l^U 
time elapsed, and the concerted signal was* Abii 
made; but as the Adjutant-General was-in t66 
town negotiating, hostilities did not re-connnenfci^. 
This was a great mortification to all those Hi^ho 
had laboriouily constructed, and were to have had 
the pleasure of working, a capital battery, of Six? 
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mortavs, ready to opea in t}^ evening. By f^gihjt; 
p'dock^ the capatidatiou was signed^ and the gar* 
moiiy consisting of about a thousand persons^ b^ 
<3ame prisopers of war. Besides a few sloops ^nd 
sehooners^ with a quantity of flour^ gunpowder, 
and brass ordnance^ we have taken a ship worth 
two thousand pounds. We also picked up all Hm 
anchors and cables, which had been left behind by 
the French squadron^ and are. now busily efOr 
ployed in destroying the works, the very founda,-* 
lions of which we intend, to blow up." 

This service was satisfactory to . all parties, an4 
was performed with an unanimity unexcelled. 
General Maitland, in the report to his chiefs an- 
nounces that *' Captain Beaver has increased 
the character which I know his conduct, at Bay 
Rpbert^ in your presence, gained him. His arr 
rangement^ and presence of mind, render him 
pequli^rly qualified for joint operations." And itt 
th?! official despatch to the Admiralty on thi^ oopa- 
sion. Sir A. Cochrane says, ^* the direction of all 
the;iiaval operations connected with the army Wja;s 
li^ft eijtirely with Captain Bee^v^r, of theAca^;, 
w)ip ponductq^d the service with. all tlf^ porrectiiej^ 
and. Q^^ity whidi I expected of luw/' , . . 
, , /Hhe evpcwation of the new conqu^t wa^ a njea- 
9^r^ whinh did not at all plea^ pur paptam^ fprhe 
cppsidered.thg; Saints most el^ibly situatpd.for. * 
naval and military station, to check Guadaloupe and 
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pit>tect Dominica ; and by keeping open tiie com^ 
tnunication with the other islandS) become the key 
of the West Indies. Its strength of position, he 
asserted, might make it the Malta of the Oarifa-^ 
bean Sea; and the anchorage ia so good^ that it 
4nay be termed the Trincomalee of the We9t>^ 
while in healthy from exposure tosm breeses^ and 
the absence of swiunps^ it is the MontpdUerof the 
'Antilles. The want of wat^, he affirmsi is an 
additional security^ because, all the tanks being 
inside the fortresses, a besieger would very toon 
be in distress in that dimaie. 
• The next service selected for Oaptain Beaver^ 
Was the command of a squadron off Guadaloape> 
where the two frigates^ which bad Escaped from 
the Saints^ were blockaded. On the 9th of May« 
as there was a fine leading wind^ he ran in towards 
the enemy, to execute a plan which he had cou" 
certed^ of boarding them from the Cherub and 
Julia^ while the squadron were threatening other 
points^ and i3upporting the attack. ^^ I reinforced 
these vessels with some choice fellows, eager for 
anything^ and intended them to run along^de; 
but they were unfortunately becalmed under the 
batteries^ which opened all their powers of annoy- 
ance ; and seeing that, from want of wind, nothing 
eould be done against the frigates, though both 
sloops of war might be cut to pieces, I tacked and 
recalled them." 
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The day following this attempt, he received a 
letter from Sir A. Cochrane. — ^* My dear Beaver, 
if you like to have a very fine line-of-battle ship, I 
shall be glad to give you command of the prize 
which we took on the night of the 15th ult. 
Should you wish for her, such of your ship's com- 
pany as will volunteer may accompany you. She 
was called the Hautpoult, after a general killed in 
Russia ; but I have named her the Abercrombie^ in 
memory of our old friend. She is a large ship^ with 
thirty ports on each deck^ and but just launched. 
She suffered a good deal in her crew. Let me 
have your answer as soon as possible, for in either 
case I must send the Acasta home with the June 
convoy ; and whoever takes her, will be burthened 
with a number of French prisoners, as we are much 
overstocked. Will not your force be insufficient 
io cover the two dloops of war ? At this distance^ 
it is impossible to give an opinion as to your plan ; 
I therefore entirely d^end upon your judgment : 
perhaps you ought to let the Frenchmen bolt." 

Meanwhile the vexatious blockade was conti* 
nued, for the Admiral could spare no small vessel 
to make a fireship of, by which Captain Bedvef 
hoped to force the enemy out* Affairs remained 
thus till the 31st^ when ^^ Lieutenant Fellowes 
reported to me his being unable to keep the 
Unique afloat another night Upon this, I imm^ 
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diaiely detentained to burn ber^ tfaoogb it wtts not 
otherwise my intention^ because ber cdmmahder 1^ 
one of my most zealous supporters. I therefore 
ordered him to stand iu, under cover of the Cherol>' 
and Julia^ with armed launches to bring away big 
people. My wishes were admirably executed ; at' 
nine o'clock she was in flames, and in three-quar- 
ters of an hour blew up in capital style. The 
enemy were greatly alarmed, and Fort Matilda, the 
frigates^ and all the batteries^ cannonaded till the 
explosion took place ; but nothing started/' 

As Beaver, with a tenacity not at all uncommon 
in the service, determined to stick to his old ship, ^ 
he returned to Barbadoes, whence he thus addresses 
a naval friend : ^^ What with expeditions, carrying 
troc^s, prisoners, or blacks, and blockading Gua- 
daloupe, I have not had a minute to ani^wer your 
inquiries. Indeed, off the last place, we Were; 
twenty-three nights within guii-shot of the enfeni/s 
frigates, all hands at quarters, not a man went t6* 
bed ; yet after all, 1 was obliged to leave flieni foir* 
some luckier fellow to snap up. I regret you have* 
had such vexation in your applications, alnd tfeat^ 
you found ♦**»* so indiflTerent; but mere official' 
elevation cannot confer the wisdom and judgment 
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SO often arrogated ; nor is professional zeal always 
felt, or even understood, by such men. You have 
expressed yourself well; a simple statement of 
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r^atiye cirp^mstaDces is mor^ illiistrative ibm a 
w^i^e .oporse of qthstract reasoning, dedjactive , of 
ppsitive coa(^u3ion3j only from assumed positions. 
Independently of the leadis^ and striking features 
<^ the cajse, I marvel at the answer of Sir C. Cot- 
toii|.because» if I err not, his own preferment was 
S9 mpid^ that his name never appeared in thQ 
Admiralty list^ till it was inserted amongst the 
post cctptains, * * * * It is, as Brown would 
say, a vulgar error to assert, that because our 
brethren of the army purchase their commissions, 
they are entitled to greater indulgence than the 
blue jackets. I wish, for the chivalry of the thing, 
that money was entirely out of the question ; but 
the case stands thus : an ensign paying the regu^ 
l^tiou price for his commission, not only nets, by 
the pay and allowances, at least twenty per cent 
for his money, but also becomes entitled to half- 
pny from th^ hour he ships the coat. A midship-* 
xaa^, oa the contrary, must fit out and support 
himself three or four years, as a vdunteer at nine 
poqods per annum ; after which he may remain an ; 
ifide^ite tii^e in the same humble ^tationj on very 
I9W pay, and is liable to be set adrift, without 
either rank, or half-pay, when his services are. no 
longer required." 

The convoy having assembled, the Acasta sailed 
for England, literally freighted with Frenchmen. 
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During a squally^ tempestuous passage, the ship 
leaked and laboured so severely, that on being 
docked at Plymouth^ it became matter of surprise 
that she had crossed the Atlantic in safety. She 
arriveid in the Downs^ on the 17th of August^ and 
the Captain had preserved his composure so 
guardedly through the voyage, that the l^dies^ his 
guests^ were not aware of the anxiety he suffered 
from the craziness of the ship, the weakness of 
the crew, and the turbulence of the captives. Ho 
had not only thought it prudent himself to sleep 
with loaded fire-arms, but recommended Captain 
Collier and Lieutenant Fellowes, his passengers^ 
to dp the same. One night, hearing some unusual 
noise in the ship, he apprehended instantly that the 
prisoners had risen on the watch; he therefore 
flew to the cabin door, with a pistol in each hand, 
for the event : but his cool judgment, even at that 
moment of alarm, prevented his betraying the sus- 
picion, which an unguarded question to the senti* 
nel might have revealed. 

The Acasta was found in so defective a state, 
that she was paid off, to the great disappointment 
of her commander, who had hoped she could be 
repaired in time to rejoin Sir A. Cochrane, and the 
expedition against Guadaloupe. The meeting 
with his relations was embittered by a severe visi- 
tation^ for arriving in town on the 20th of Septem- 
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her J, be received the melanoboly intelligenee of the 
dmth of bis brotber^ Major Beaver, io tbe Ea&t 
ladies. Tbip promising ofl&cer bad purchaaed bis 
fiuoqessive steps of preferment) find as bis servioes 
(claimed notice from tbe War Office, tbat sad 
evening was spent in drawing up memorials, for 
leave to £iell bis eommissiofi** But tbe Duke of 
York, wboj ax^quainted witb tbe Major's merit, bad 
graciously promised to bestow, at a fit opportunity, 
some mark of approbation, was no longer at the 
head of tbe army ; tbe maobinajiions of a vile con** 
spiracy, and the measures tidcen in our most popu? 
lar assembly, (albeit witnesses were albwed to 
^vbom no court of justice would have listened,) 
having occasioned bis Royal Highnesses secession 
from the military councils. 
The following morning, with feelings ill at ease, 

* As 8. proof of bis n^eaAt, I msert tb^ lbl)0vnog~<l^i)fir«l Ord^Ti 
dated Colombo, the 2d of September, 1803. 

*' Hie Gh>yernor has observed with peculiar satisfaction the rapid 
series of well-judged and well-executed (^rfitions, by whieh Oap« 
tsin Herbert Peaver, of the 19th regisie^t, has hitlverto prQp^^d«4 
in recovering tjifi important province of M9.tura from the C^w^aiw* 
and in bringing back its deluded inhabitants to their duty. T)ie 
indofatigaUe activity, zeal, and ability, which thai; oflScer has dis- 
played, since his assumption of the cpimnand of that di^triot, fiaa 
fully justified the high opinioi) Yf\ikh tus flxpellency h84 formeii of 
him from his former services, and which in4uced hjm to appoint 
him to that arduous station, in a time of such extreme difficulty and 
disfoiirMfftwfrfit" 

O 2 
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Captain Beaver accompanied his sister to Se^for4> 
in Sussex^ to communicate to the afflicted widovF 
her irreparable loss. His manly mind shrunk froix^, 
the scene of woe ; the anguish of an affectionate, 
wife^ and the destitution of a helpless family, spoke 
too prophetically to his heart; but he performed, 
the sad office with appropriate delicacy, and^ un- 
der indescribable emotions^ retired agpaih to mix. 
with the pressing duties of life. 

He now availed himself of an opportimity to 
visit Oxford^ and pay a debt of the sincerest gratir,. 
tude and affection to his early friend Geners^ Owly 
laud, whom he had not seen for many years, and 
who^ though reduced to excessive corporeal debiltty, 
still retained his mental energy. This visit, hpw- , 
ever interesting, was of a melancholy tenour : Misu , ^ 
Caillaud had been dead for some time^ and the.old . 
Generars eyes were suffused with tears^ whilejhe.;, 
squeezed the hand of a now distinguished oflScer^, 
Tv^hpm he had introduced to a profession wh^re 
honour is both gained and reflected. The topics , 
of ponversation were often painful ; for men^ory 
geij^rally strengthens the dark shadows of present . 
afflictions^^ by contrasting them with the bright.^ 
rajfspf' past happiness. ,,, 

The intercourse with his relations and irlends. 
and jtiQ ,dopiestic happiness of his cottage at : 
Sw^an^a; cii4 iioj; sla^cken our officer's applications i 
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fiyr employment ; yet^ for several months, he teceiy^ 
oiilyreplies which prove how affairs are sometimes . 
mansiged in this ^* best of all possible worlds/' 
^' Although^" says he to his friend^ Sir R. Bicker- 
tori^ '* although on my return from the West 
Indies^ the Acasta was found rotten and crazy, her 
t^aptain, 1 assure you, did not participate in her 
defects ; I was, therefore, in hopes that \ should 
not, like my ship, be laid up in ordinary.** 

Determined at length to apply to the fountain- 
head, he removed to London, and on the 17th of 
April, 1810, addressed Lord Mulgrave with si|ch , 
effect, that he was instantly offered the choice qi 
the Phoenix, then ready manned, and to sailfor 
the East IncHes in six days, or the Nisus, a frigate 
just completed, at Plymouth. As the notice was 
tod brief to avail himself of the former, he preferred ^ 
the latter, and soon after took leave of his friends 
aiidfamily^ — ^forever. 

It is due to tihe honour of Lord Mulgrave, in , 
recording the prompt decision with which he ac- ^ 
c^ed to the reasonable request of our officer, to ' 
insert the letter on which it was founded. '^'I 
yesterday came to town for the purpose of renew- 
ing, in person, the appUcation which I made id De- 
cember last, for the command of one of the frigates 
lately launched at Plymouth. Totally unknown as ' 
I am to your liordship, it may not be impertinent ' 
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riay^) I believe> it is but just> to show upon what 
ground I prefer such a request^ as there are pro» 
bably numerous and meritorious applicants for the 
same conimand. Yet I hope 1 am not going to 
embarrasi your Lordship with solicitations^ which 
inability to comply with^ or prerious engagements^ 
lender iitaposslbie to grant. To be brief^ I shell 
shortly ltate> that during three- and-thirty years' 
service, I have never been uhemployed in the time 
of wbr) that twenty-seven of thote years I hdve 
borne a obmmigsion, and aiti noW in the tenth yeai" 
of post rank; that during that time I have nevek 
been tried by a court martial> never confined^ 
nor have I ever been ono^ asked by any of my 
superiors^ why such or such a thing had not been 
done. So much for negative meriti I decline 
dwelling upon the earlier parts of my servitude^ 
that I may the less encroach upon your Lordship's 
leisure. Soon after I was made a commander^ I 
was appointed assistant captain to the Mediterra- 
nean fle^t ; in this situattoh I had charge of the 
fibtilla which six times bombarded Genoa $ I ne« 
gotiated for the same place on the part of the 
British, and came home overland with the docu^ 
mehts announcing the event. The batde of Mat 
rengo had been fought, and on my arrival> though 
I travelled from the Elbe in less time than the same 
ground had ever been passed before* all Italy was 
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again id the hands of our enemy ; the despatches of 
which I was the bearer were therefore never pub- 
lished. Returning to the Mediterranean, I held tte 
same situation till the expedition to Egypt^ when 
Iiord Keith appointed me his Captain in the Fou- 
droyant ; and I was with that officer and Sit R. 
Abercrombie when the landing was effected. A 
few months after the late war, I returned to Eng- 
land, and was paid off; early in this, I was ap- 
pointed to the Sea Fencibles in Essex, where I 
remained three years ; and during the last three 
have commanded the Acasta. In her I have had 
the charge of conducting and landing seven thou- 
sand of our troops in the expedition against Marti- 
nique ; and shortly after, about two thousand five 
hundred at the Saints. The ship then being found 
in a state of decay, was ordered home, and paid 
off. Had I any idea of not being kept in active 
service, I should certainly have accepted eiflier the 
Abercrombie or the Jewel, both of which ships 
were offered to me by Sir A. Cdchrane, previous 
to my coming home. From what I have stated, I 
trust it will appear that my standing as a Captain 
is sufficient, that my conduct as an officer is unitn- 
peachable, and that the length of my service will 
justify my solicitation. If, holvever, I should not 
succeed, I shall return to my cottage with the sen- 
timents of the Spartan who lost his election as one 
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of 4iet (EjpUcai^^^iqpy/ that my profes^ioa ipibtfante 
so ndaiif Men of merit and nrtm iltpeiioi^ ito 
art^self*"- .." • :.-> . 

; Tlte e^ipment of <'liis beautiful dA^'" piK)> 
oeeded ubder sdl that hurry with which it has* bee» 
ta absurd system^ in our . arsenais^ to. desfiakli 
newly oommissioaed vessels. . A coDsequeace of 
this is, disoontent amoi^t the seamen, who are 
often drafted from ships arriving off distant sta^ 
tiaaa; and who, in the dirt and nuisance of fittttagv 
ean neither hope for the indulgence of leai^, dor 
make the .necessary arrangements for a fereigoi 
cruize j while die ship Itsdif has generally to be 
adjusted at se^ : Affected di^patc^, says Ba0oa> 
jkg on^, of tib^ i«ost dangerous, errors in busaneaa 
that can be ; aod this affectation of cdeiity has 
isent4nan.y a abip to sea, in a state highly discr^it- 
^hh to our maritime skill, and the estafalislutients 
pfthecouatryr ^ . . 

.On the: 15th of June, he writes,—'^ The Admih 
raljs^nt for me this morning, and ordered me 'to 
beunmediately waiped into theSound, thcaigh the 
wind is foul; and! am to be, in readiness iotsatl 
toHavprrow,wa<3 a 'moment's notice* I must thus 
gadestijt«ite;^?eve^hiiig. . I baSw^eUAer a fowl 
npr a/boWe rof wiiae m my ship ; but you, know I 
nevp^.ffialw diffioulties^ and if my orders come, sail 
J^wUkialftqughl hwe not got my traps out of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPTAm BUUtHIVlAVER. 301 

AsriB^hi^hii ieahj mj /cabin) nyafi^ <fiMfli8di^t)i||^eb^ 
^rdtjfi Mowtmer, op goes the Blue Betefl^^^^j or. 
On the 22d, this zealous officer sailed fbrrtibe 
€}age/o^Good:U0pe^ smd two daystaAeiriimrdi/ he 
meiiiti0n& ;a wbiinsioal discovery whiidi had been 
mMli^hj his first Ueutenaat. . ^' Before aailingy I 
Wanted •a lad as an under servant, andmystewaird^ 
Oeoi^e> recommended me one. Last inghi &is 
ydath was discovered to be a buKom girl^ dressed 
m^ boy's elotiies, a wendi of the rascally atovvani's^ 
ivboy you knowy has a Very respectaUe wife* I have 
eisdeFed her to dress ^ en femme' again, and nciver 
id appear in my presence. I shall send her hotAe 
]by &e fii^t opportunity*; but I am thus depriyed.of 
jam servant^ and have lost all - coviGdeiic^ m ' the 
either by this abominable deception.^ ; - ^ 

.(A fine passage of eight days carried tte Nbu& 
iOi Madeira^ where, having psiid a fonoal visit to 
the Governor^ Captain Beaver remained onljr a 
few kours^ to get a pull at Ms rigging. *'^'The 
osland is romantically beautifal/' he' observes^ 
"^^^ but the town and the bay, the parts I am totik 
dmniiedto, if I stay, ane-alike dbtest&ble:" ' - 
^ Oil thei voyage to itibe Bouthwaird^ in about 
JlO'^iwestiongitade^ a shaipltiok^Qt^w^'kept^ and 
iioimdijigts pecasionaDy takctti; Ibf the kindy isle> 
wW(A' is jsteted to have been seen fey* tW 'V&illant* 
fiilhicmette> and FideUe^' about flflrf yea#i& befo^el 
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Tbaee^erttotis w^refiruiiless; ^VBut^ indeed/' says 
the Captauit ^^ I doubt its existencej because it 
jrests solely upon the testimony of the French^ and 
Freadimen^ we knovr^ vrill sometimes indulge in 
' cui bono' imaginations." 
= The QoTernor-geneiti of India^ Lofd Minto> 
conceiring the great design of clearing the Indian 
Ocean of all that was hostile to Britain> was alone 
embarrassed by. the reduction of the Isle of France^ 
which was considered as impracticaUe» either by 
blockade or force. We shall soon see^ that it is 
dharacteristic of trlie genius and courage to act on 
an accurate distinction between difficulties and 
absolute impossibilities* And an expedition bar- 
ing been determined upon^ notwithstanding all Hxe 
apprehended obstacles^ Captain Beaver had been 
sent out expressly to conduct the disembaii;:ation. 
But in the interim^ a series of naval misfortunes 
had occurred in the Indian seas^ which being 
known in London soon after the departure of the 
Niws^ caused no smaU appi^ehen^on at the Ad- 
miralty for her safety. 

-^ I arrived at the Cape^ on the 28d of August^'* 
writes Beaver^ ^' and the morning I went to pay 
my respects to. Admiral Bertie^ two ofl&cers came 
in with news of our having taken the isle of Bpur- 
bon. This is good-r-^asd I have no doubt but its 
compapion will ^uickLy follow its fate* There is no 
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limn-df'^wai^ here bendes ouifselfM Md th«' Olym- 
piacatter} sa that I hatis hoisted the Admifttl% 
flag/ and am to carry him to Mauritius^ which k 
closely blockaded by his squadroAi TRK>ps wfll 
there meet us from India, and 4re long another 
jewel win stud the crown of England. It id diffi- 
cult to adsign a reason why this measure has not 
beeh resorted to before^ fbr the island has, for many 
years^ nourished it rile nest of buccaneers against 
our Oriental commerce. 

^^ October 14. We made the Isle of France on 
the 3d instant^ and hove to before the town, ^ere 
onr appearance seemed to produce considerable 
bustle along the shores, and on board two frigates 
and a corvette in Port Louts. But to our utter 
astonishment^ we saw nothing of our own Vessds, 
though we continued cruizing bff and dh for a 
couple ofdays^ without any attemjit of ihe enemy 
to attack usv Lost in ctinjebture> We ran down to 
Bourbon to procun^ intelligence^ and being baffled 
by light winds off St. Paul's Bay, Commodore Row-* 
ley^ with Cdldtiel Keating, the goveiiiot* of th0 
island^ came on bo^rd. Judge^ if you cati^ what a 
damper we experienced, on hearing this bittei- tid- 
ings of the loss of all our ships in im unsuccessful 
attack upon the Anchorage of Pbrt Sud Bst. What 
a feather fbr France I A Britbh squiidit)ti to em- 
blazon her naval aunalsl Thank h^dven^ bur 
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cQ»«|l»3fmen di4 tli^ duty in tke hour of moittfica*-! 
tion; fttt'.thwgh we may encounter distress and- 
di$ftster>: we can never endure disgrace. As a 
counteipoisei we are gladdened to find.thst^ by 
Rowley B admirable skilly the enemy's, asceodaocy 
ha^ been already crushed ; the Afrioaine and Gey- 
Ion have been retaken, and a fine French frigate* 
captured; all by the lucky Boadicea. Yet this- 
does not console me for the four beautiful ships we 
have still lost, and I shall be unhappy if retribijh < 
tion is delayed." . . » 

i ^periior as was Captain Beaver^ in ability to 
conduct a distinguished or arduous enterprise^- 
without undue rashness^ he had imbibed all the 
thoroi^ sailor's contempt for his enemy. / Jjoing 
aoeuslomfedio victory over the French, at sea^^ we ^ 
scarcely gave them credit for the courage and con-^ - 
duct which they really possessed. Many officers 
sqeoied to forget that oar triumphs were ndther 
qtiiek nor bloodless.. It may be a politic idea to 
indulge> but an im^Nrudent one to put iii practice> 
that an £ngUshman can beat several Frenobmen > 
at any timet Soma feeling of this kmd may hav^ '- 
influ^oed his mniy when oa this occasion ke ' 
hinted to his officers the ^bability of lus having 
to eogs^ 4cmbl& his fbroe. Such a contingency 
wad^ ill fact> more Ukely to happen than could have 
been imagioed ; fory on arriving off Port Louis^ he 
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foQiid fafanself singte-haaded/and ti hostile dquadroa 
staring ham in the face. With a gnUaAt <(ariiig'^ 
\vhich mvat have aistonished the enemy, for all tbe^ 
finmaoes for red'hot shot instantiy began to smbke> 
he hove his main top-sail to the mast^ hoisted his* 
colours^ and fired the gun of defiance— the cus- 
tomary signals of invitation to those who may have 
an appetite for fight ; but his spirited invitation 
was not accepted. On bearing up for Bourbon^ he 
learned that Captain Corbett, in the Africaine, had 
just made the contemplated experimenft : he hUd 
engfaged two large ships off that island^ and f<>ufid 
the ttsyal effects ci undervalaing'his enemy ; in half 
an hoor his vessel was a wrecks iand captured; atid' 
hiiaaself mortally wounded — in addkion to a eerioos ' 
loss of officers and men. Hercules himself; as ^ 
Pantagruel sagely, remarked^ never undertook 
againsit two at a time* 

:The ^^retribution'* so earnestly prayed for Wiks not 
d^ayed ; for^ by incessantex^ions^ five frigates ^vA \ 
a jl^rig were. ready for sea in t^i days^ and the ba* 
lanoe of naval power restored to our b4nds. On th» i 
14th of November, they weighed, and proceed^ 
off Port Louis^ to the infinite surprise of the Btenob^ 
who had lall&d theiiiselv%s Into ttieidea of b^ing^^ 
e&btually rdievedifiromoiuri ihtrusive ^pt^^se^dce. 
Comniodore Rowley watched HhQ-eatvay^ whilo^ 
the Admiml andMajor^Gsoieral J[ohn«AbcraK)mbid 
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(who had both embtufkid ill the Nifoa) m 
isle of Rodriguesi to ooUeottbe e^>«(litioo; foid u 
tiiofio offioem dwrad all tiyMg^mmti ihoqid h» 
ooiitmUed by Captaia Baaver# he wii fmovod 
to tfift Afttcaina for that 'iittrpaw. undar tha foU 
knriag iattering notioa ffom Urn (3onimander4tt!r 
chief; — ^^ Whereas it is axpadieat <hal an offiaar 
of rank and uperieooa ahould be appointed to 
aaperintend and coi)duat the arrangamants falatuv 
to the disposition of the fbroes^ both nairal and 
military^ to be amidoyed in the present expedition ) 
and whereas I have seen fit to saleiA you, as well 
^ualificd^ from yopr judgment^ for this importsnt 
sewioe-^yott are hereby required and direatad to 
take apon you tha charge^ oonduct, and raperintenr 
dence of this bsaach of the servioa aeoosdingly^ rad 
to give due afeot to all ondeis, direetions, signalsj 
and instructions^ you may from tioie to time daepn 
necessary to issoai the sereval captains of tiie squad- 
ipon, the pommandem of the Honousable East India 
Company's croiaem^ and the agents of transfiortst 
are directed to consider all such orders and signals 
as coming from me, and to pay due and prompt 
obedience to the same/* It is no small proof of 
the higii sense ei^rtained of Beaver's merita, that 
SBch important duties wese always assigned to 
him^ notwithstandbg the presence of senior officers. 
On readiing the rendeavoiMi, Urn Mpected divin 
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ilitons from Bengal and the Gape w^d not fout4 
to have yet arrived, wheii€e» m the season Was ht 
advanced^ it was rdsdlved to proceed with those of 
Madras and ISombay only: whan under weigh, 
however, for this purpose^ the Qengal fofces j<Me4 
them^ making the aggregate strength of the army 
about twelve thousand men. 

What had hitherto been considered ap the gi^nd 
obstacle to an attack pn the Isle of France, wm 
the difficulty of finding a proper {dace for the de« 
barkation of a large number of troops, ^ wbalf 
coast being surrounded with br^kers^ and thf 
supposed impossibility of finding anehpiage for ^ 
fleet of transports. But what (fiffieolties are insuFf* 
mountaUe to men of resolution? A fit beaidi waf 
discovered; a good roadiAead eardqlly sounded I 
and an opening in the surf was buoyed off, siifBr 
bient to admit the passage of thi^ee vessels abreast 

Light winds rendered it prudent to defer 9|h 
proaching the pmnt of attack^ till the inornipg of 
the 39tfa of November* when a fine bre^e bekif 
auspicious for the landing, the fleets untountifig te 
upwards of sixty sail^ bore don^ tQw»rd« Af sq^u 
Bay. The subsequent events may be given in 
this active officer's own worde, merely premising, 
l£at he had again joined the Nkus, with the Ge* 
itefal and bis staff; and that the oompUeated dar 
tails had been managed wHh fioch peei4}&f pK«ei- 
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af^obatioD in both the services. > 

'^November 29. A very beMtifiil day, aai 
tiie prosped; of the shipping pressing $or &e soe*e' 
of action extremely animating. Soon after etoven^ 
we came to between the Gunner's Quoin and Gape 
Malbeureux^ on a bottom of coral^ the heads id 
Wbidi were clearly seen through the translucent 
waves* in ten fathoms. Having andioredy we. 
hoisted out all the boats; but owing to, some of #10 
troc^, who were to be on the right flank* havmg 
be^ai put on board the Nereide^ which was anchondd 
iSlne farthest to the left^ it was near two o'clock 
belbie we pulled towards the shore. We then, 
however^ gave way* and landed in a quarter of «i 
hoiur wi&out experiencing any obstacle^ the en^my 
Mowing up the magazine at Grand Bay^ and ret 
treating. It was well to be able to disembark Mid 
advance without a struggle^ for circumstances did 
not combine as I could have wished.^ A strong 
tide had made to tiie westward^ which prevented, 
the SBt and heavy boats from preserving the n^^. 
cefiBary order; but stilly better might have beea 
obtained. ***** It was, on the whole, very 
short of what I int^aded. Our troops formed, aod 
started off for the capital at ^bout five o'clock, 
except one brigade ; and by half past eight, I had 
landed taiost (^ the troops, European wd Na«^ 
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tire, with aM the aniinmiitioii> foodrand^spiiitfii 
which the General had reqtiested of me. Easif 
aMo^iatioiis 6{ ideas are stubborn companiohs ; 
JeknsDB says, to* abstract the mind from aH locai 
emetioii would be impossible if it were endeavour^^ 
and would bef<JolK5h if it were possible; and I con- 
fess that while we were nearin^ Cape Malheureux, 
in doubt whether it would not soon be bathed with 
British blood, I could hot get the imaginary ship* 
wreck of Virginia out of my head." 
' Hiis disembarkation was a beautiful operation/ 
and entirely of Beaver's management. In this he had' 
had/ it is true, some experience ; but it was one of 
thdse measures which^ to be well done^ reqmred iio 
common skill and combination of movement. l%e 
en^eihy^ indeed, offered no opposition ; hot this wai^^ 
not' kndwn until the last moment, and qould not' 
Imve Bfiected the masterly details which were' 
deigned to meet it. An incid^tat thisinstaiit 
evinced ihe Captain's presence of mind. WhSee' 
standing in for the place of landings his boat^*^ 
whii^h contained the signals wlvmce the cihera^ 
were to rec^eive their orders^ was swamped by^ Ite' 
rapid towing of the ship, and the contenis waia^ 
totally^ lost. This seemed a mic»t untoward acciv 
dent, and with many would have been irretrievaHe, 
but it' scarcely disconcerted him. Snch was hir- 
fertility of resooroe, Ihat in fifteen mmvtes new* 

p 
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dispositions were made; the troop ships^ with ike 
men of war ordered to cover them, anchored in their 
assigned positions, and the flotilla conveying the 
soldiers moved towards the shore, a magnificent 
and imposing spectacle. 

'* On the morning of the 30th,** continues the 
Captain, ^* considerable trouble and some confu- 
sion arose from disembarking sepoys, pioneers, and 
artillery at one spot, when I had expressly directed 
another. About eight o'clock Colonel Smy th s brir 
gade, which had covered the landing, moved for- 
wards, and at the same time I received the Gene- 
ral's desire to attack any assailable point, and open 
a communication with him. The army, he said, 
had marched through the woods without encoun-^ 
tering any force but a piquet, which was routed ; 
and that all hands were in high spirits. Shortly 
afterwards, the Admiral ran off Port Louis ; I 
weighed at ten, and in passing, saw with pleasure 
the union jack floating over Cannoniere fort. At 
half-past one, I anchored to the eastward of bay 
Tortue, and observing French colours flying, sent 
the first lieutenant, with a strong party, to take 
possession of the batteries ; a service accomplished 
without any loss, as the enemy retreated with such 
precipitation, as to throw down the lighted matches 
without discharging the guns. 

^* December 1st. — At dawa of day I perceived 
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4L column of our troops near the works : they had 
been despatched to cover the right flank^ by ocpu^ 
pyiog then^, but finding us already there» were 
enabled to rejoin the main body ; and the comma-* 
nication being thus secured^ I immediately sent a 
day's provisions for twelve thousand men. A can* 
nonade soon after commenced from the enemy's 
linest on a hill a-breast the ship^ as our soldiers 
advanced, which, though pretty brisk for a time, 
tqtally ceased at half-past nine. I found the 
advanced guard had had a sharp brush with the 
enemy, who were strongly posted, but were forced 
to retire^ leaving two guns^ some tumbrils^ and a 
few wounded men behind them. The weather 
was uncommonly fiae^ but the troops complained 
of a grievous want of water. 
. ^* De(5ember 2d. — ^AU our boats were employed 
in landing and transporting provisions for the 
army ; and the seamen on shore were eminently 
useful in dragging the cannon over apparently 
insurmountable obstacles. The General came on 
board and breakfasted with me, after having 
enjoyed a shave and a clean shirt : he was well 
satisfied with afiiairs on the whole^ for the enemy 
had receded with each of our advances, and the 
only stand they made scarcely merited the name 
of a skirmish. Between nine and, ten o'clock, a 
flag of tiiice came out of Port Louis ; {md after 

p 2 
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much extravagant bravado and insolence on the 
part of Governor de Caen, the Isle of Pranoe Wa& 
Surrendered by capitulation, on the 3d. I wish I 
had been of greater consequence at this momrat ; 
the terms were rather demanded than i^pplicated^ 
and are far too advantageous for such an unde- 
serving and inferior garrison. These are the fel- 
lows, who not only treated their prisoners with 
unusual severity, but added the disgusting insult 
of confining males and females indiscriminately in 
a common room. A boat of mine having been 
captured on the 5th ult. besides the whole being 
exceedingly ill treated, the coxswain was horse* 
whipped, and another of the crew was thumbscrewed, 
of which r officially informed the Admiral. They 
wished to retain four frigates and two corvettes, 
with their officers, crews, guns, and stores, as car- 
tels ! and they are actually allowed to march with 
their arms, their eagles, and fixed bayonets. Is 
not this too much ? What can justify such conces-* 
sions ? ^ Oh !' cry out some people, ^ these honours 
are of no real importance ; they are only trifles 
founded on opinion.' But is it not to the influence 
of opinion that the French owe more of their can-» 
quests, than to physical str^gth ? Will any ooe 
be found hardy enough to rise in the House of 
Commons, and move for a vote of thanks on this 
occasion?" 
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It may be due to General Abercrombie, to add> 
tba4 he was induced to grant favourable terms, from 
what he deemed a regard to the interests of the 
inhabitants of the island^ who had long laboured 
under the most degrading misery and oppression ; 
from a desire of sparing the lives of many brave 
officers and soldiers^ and a consideration of the late 
period of the season. But this liberty awarded 
to the French troops was the only point on which 
he had not closely adhered to the instructions of 
Lord Minto, the Governor-General of India. 

The Isle of France, which was by far the most 
important of the enemy's possessions in those 
parts/ having thus surrendered, a British garrison 
of 5000 men was left for its protection, and the 
colony again assumed its ancient name of ^^ The 
Mauritius." 

. Scarcely had the ratification of the treaty been 
signed, ere the long-expected division of two thou- 
sand men arrived from the Cape of Good Hope, 
aitd their chagrin and disappointment at finding 
the enterprise already accomplished, will be easily 
imagii^, by all who have been on similar ser%dce. 
; Port Louis now presented an indescribably lively 
bixstle, and though rather disorderly, must have 
f6rmed a picture of the highest interest. ^^ Early 
on the 6th," observes Captain Beaver, ^^I ran 
down off the Port, where we anchored in eleven 
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fkihoms, and made the signal for a pilot to take us 
in. Erery ship^ wfaether man of war, or trans^ 
port, without order or regularity, seems determined 
to force inside, and the mouth of the harbour is 
completely blocked up by shipping of all sorts and 
sizes ; some of which, as might be expe<^ed> are 
on shore. Every kind of mooring is snapped up, 
whether good or bad, adequate or inadequate, for 
the seizor. The four French frigates, which wer* 
moored for defence across the entrance, are still 
suffered to remain in the same station : such cour 
fusion, such gross neglect, I never before wit- 
nessed/* 

" December 7th. — ^We warped into the har- 
bour, and took up our mooring chains ; there are 
already near us ten other English men of war, 
besides four Company's cruizers, a great many 
transports, Indiamen, atid smaller vessels; and, 
moreover, six prize frigates, two corvettes, and 
thirty other captured craft. A gale of wind would 
destroy every vessel ; why were they not ordered 
to remain outside, where there would not be a 
hundredth part of the danger ? If one ship should 
catch fire, it is most probable that the whole fleet 
would be destroyed, and the town also/' 

In a letter detailing some of these events to his 
sister. Captain Beaver remarks^ that the only army 
officers of rank who fell. Colonel Campbell sind 
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Major O'Keefe, were frietids of his . lameuted 
brother, and had both been, the morning of the 
event, on board the Nisus^ to seek his acquain- 
tance. To another correspondent, he hints at the 
iDontempt which had been shewn by the French for 
the usual laws of war, in their functionaries having 
given up their public stores* and the plunder of the 
Indiamen, to be secured by individuals as private 
property, when the loss of the colony became pro- 
bable* " Some of these worthies, already profess- 
ing an inviolable attachment to our government, 
are craving candidates for situations under it ; and 
^ur official men are so partial to the pageantry and 
subserviency of having foreigners in their depart- 
ments, that there is no doubt of their gaining 
something. But when the moment arrives, they 
will certainly deceive us ; for such warm profes- 
sions to strangers must be equally as delusive and 
insincere as the smile on the face of death." 

Beaver spoke with a frankness equally suited to 
his natural, and incidental to his professional cha- 
iticter ; and, sensible of his own mtegrity, he 
feared the frowns of no man. Indeed, his openly 
expressed opinions on this occasion are said to 
have given umbrage in a certain quarter, and to 
have cooled the praise which would otherwise have 
stamped the mental and bodily exertion he had 
endured in so enervating a dimate. But however 
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^eluc^fip% e^coTQiuiB may have beea extorted from 
some, H a{^eai:B that the Admiral could not have 
been one erf the dissatisfied ; for he not only \wmlj 
Ii^pre3sed his high opinion of our Gaptmn^ but loft 
him senior officer on the station, as a reward for 
his fatigues. Obliged frequently to have men of 
high rank, with their stafif^ on board. Captain 
BeavCT entreated to be permitted to draw for the 
trifling allowance generally accompanying a broad 
pendant : this^ although inadequate to his ex^ 
penses^ would have diminished the accumulation 
of debt, in which the very nature of his distinguished 
services necessarily involved him; but the request 
was unheeded. 

An order of the 8th was couched in the follow- 
i/ig terms ; ** His Excellency General Abercrombie^ 
having represented to me the ^eat advantage tiie 
public service has derived from your very able and 
judicious arrangements^ in the disposition and de« 
barkation of the troops for the attack of this 
oolony^ and solicited your continued superinten-^ 
dence of the military measures, as connected with 
re-erabarking the soldiers for India^ I am, there* 
fore, to direct that you continue to superintend thia 
service accordingly." 

. Early on the 5th of January, 1811, a vessel was 
seen standing towards the port, on which occasion 
French.colours were hoisted, and she was decoyed 
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fiiiflfeiently near for the boats of the Ntsui^ and 
lUofltrioas to surprise her, and secure the des^ 
patdies^ She proved to be the Mouche, and it 
appeared from the papers thus captured, that De 
Gaeh was recalled, and that three French frigates* 
With troops and supplies for the colony, were to 
sail from France, in fifteen days after the packet. 
On this hitelligence, Beaver, now appointed com^ 
modore, stationed his squadron of three frigates 
and two sloops to apprize him of every occurrence, 
but remained himself in the port, to carry on the 
requisite duties. These now gave him such constant 
employment, that the correspondence with his 
friends slackened very considerably; and though 
the letters to his family breathe the same manly 
and affectionate tone, they are evidently written with 
more hurry than usual. ^* I have never omitted,** 
he writes to his wife, /^ one night since leaving 
England, to pray most sincerely to the Almighty, 
to preserve you and the dear children in health 
and happiness — ^health, that first of blessings!" 
To anoUier, in mentioning the death of an ac- 
quaintance, of whom he had not the highest opi* 
nion, he observes, *^ Poor fellow ! he was always 
with a bee in his bonnet, from a conceit that he 
had the faculty of comparing, combining, and 
deducing effects from causes. I wish this had 
been his most harmless assumption. But perfec* 
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iioD is not the attribute of mortals, and we should 
jforget his failings ; may they be buried in his grave^ 
and mercifully pardoned by a benignant Deity. 

*' February the 4th.— Ever since the 30th of 
last months the weather here has been unsettled, 
generally blowing exceedingly hard from b.n.e., 
the sun scarcely ever seen, and the rain pouring in 
heavy torrente. Two days ago I observed^ for 
the first time^ an uncommon surf at the harbour's 
mouth ; yesterday it had increased^ and this morn- 
ing the sea seems to break nearly across it. About 
seven^ we saw two brigs standing in, one evidently 
commanded by a seaman^ the other by a lubben 
A little ailer eight, the one steered skilfiilly through 
the swell, and anchored in safety without any 
assistance ; the other rounded the outer buoy^ but 
with her topsails ever lifting, and her yards slackly 
braced, it soon became apparent she could not 
weather the shoal. She blindly stood on^ till find* 
ing her error^ she clewed all up^ and let go two 
anchors, at which moment a boat I had sent to her 
assistance nearly reached her^ but the surges 
were too violent to admit of approach. A few 
minutes only then elapsed, for the waves taking 
her, first on the quarter^ and then on the broad* 
side^ completely rolled her into the surf. Her 
anchors and masts were now cut away^ and she 
kept beating and driving over the reefs ; the poor 
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creatures on board were in agony and despair, and 
what powerfully heightened the excited feelings of 
the spectators, was the circumstance of a lady oA 
board imploring that relief, which it was now im- 
practicable to afford. About eleven o'clock, the 
vessel had forged to a part where the breakers were 
less furious, and at noon, by the most strenuous 
labour^ a boat got alongside, and boldly took out 
the female, and some of the people. On landing, 
it happened that an army officer, attracted by curio- 
sity to the spot, pressed forwards to look at the 
sufferers, when the first object which struck his 
sight, was the unexpected appearance of his wife, 
just rescued from a watery grave ! It was impos- 
sible to refuse a tear to this meeting. By th^ 
inimitable conduct of the officers and seamen who 
volunteered, the last of the crew were saved by 
four o*clock, and the vessel shortly after went to 
pieces — two men only were drowned." 

Commodore Beaver had now planned an expe« 
dition against the fortress of Tamatave, in the 
island of Madagascar, which he had proposed to 
Execute in person ; but Governor Farquhar made 
an official request for the Nisus to remain. He 
therefore despatched Captain Lynne, of the Eclipse, 
tinder the following instructions : *' From an urgent 
solicitation on the part of the government of this 
island, not to leaye it without a frigate, at a period 
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M^bei;! succours from France are likely to^ar^ve^ ym^ 
will take the Staunch gun-brig under your qr^ersj 
yp^tb the Duchess of York transport and Farqu^r 
sphopn^r, and proceed forthwith to Tamatave, whicbj 
as a dependancy upon this colony^ you will by virtui^ 
of this capitulation summon to surrender^ and in 
case of resistance, forcibly take possession of the 
same. In fulfilling these instructions^ you will 
mp^t strenuously avoid giving offence to the na* 
tives^ and take especial care to distinguish between 
their property and that of the French establish- 
ment." The resultj though successful in its object, 
gave infinite concern^ by the extent of the subsfh 
quent disaster; for, except the Eclipse, every vessel 
perished by stress of weather. 

From peculiarly dense clouds on the summits of 
the mountains, the recession of water in the harr 
hour, the agitation of sea birds, and othqr prog-^ 
nostics, Beaver had been led to expect one ol 
tliose awful storms which occasionally desolate the 
tropical^ regions. Rather than trust even the 
massy mooring chains to which he was riding, he* 
put to sea, accompanied by the Astrea, to meet, 
the ej^^ected commotion on fairer terms, than if 
caught at anchor, *^ March 19th.— Strong gales 
and squ^ly ; made every preparation for worse: 
weather: banded the topsails, and sent top-gaUaiit 
masts on deck.; got tbe#prit»il yard fore and afti; 
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ran ia the jib-boom, swifted the rigging, and clap- 
ped the fore-runners to the weather- cat and knight- 
heads. Towards evening, the wind blew tremen- 
dously hard^ when we furled the foresail, battened 
down the hatches fore and aft, and made every 
thing snug. The morning of the 20th presented 
a terrific appearance, for the gale had increased 
with such violent gusts following each other in 
rapid succession ; the atmosphere impenetrably 
thick, looking as if it could be cut with a knife, and 
a violent deluge of rain falling. In the afternoon 
the tempest moderated, and the wind veered gra- 
dually, point after point; it had commenced at 
8.S.E., and it ended at n.n.w., so that the ship's 
head being east on the starboard tack, at the 
beginning, was lying west, on the same tack, 
at the end of twenty-four hours. Had the 
storm suddenly shifted, or fallen, we must have 
^en dismai^ted, and I expected it, as it was, 
sdthough I never witnessed so little sea with such 
fiirious blasts of wind. The waves could not rise?, 
for the squalls cut off their tops and forced them 
along in thick drift, resembling heavy rain. I 
nerw felt it blow harder than on this occasion, 
btrt the water being thus comparatively smooth, 
Ae vessel was steadily pressed down, with less 
ld>ourtng than could have been looked for; nor 
did she ship other wtiter than spoondrift and occa«» 
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sional good-naturad slaps over the weather gangt 
way< I was under some apprehension for the 
fate of the Astrea^ yet, relying upon Schon^beiig $ 
aeanaanship^ hoped for the best ; it was therefore 
with sincere joy I saw him about noon of the 
21st» looking quite snug, and apparently but little 
hurt in the elemental strife/' 

The Uttle damage sustained by these two frif 
gates was certainly owing to the knowledge which 
anticipated the violence of the expected commo^ 
tion. To each of those commanders might be 
applied the well-known lines of poor Falconer : — 

** His genius, ever for the event prepared, 
Rose with the storm, and all its dangers shared ;' 
And though fuU oft, to future perils hlind» 
With skill superior glow'd his daring mind. 
Through snares of death, the reeling bark to guide. 
When midnight shades involve the raging tide.** 

Two branches of public duty were now solicited 
by the colonial government, and as they were both 
of an urgent nature^ the Commodore felt himself 
bound to compliance. Yet this was one of those 
bitter points of service, which probe the well-discit 
plined ofBcer to the quick ; for he was obliged^ in 
pbeying the requisition, to relinquish his longt 
cherished hope of meeting the expected French 
frigates^ after his anxious look out of three months. 
The first object was the capture of the Seychelles^ 
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a cluster of nearly twenty islands and rocks» all 
dependences of Mauritius^ and absolutely neces- 
sary for some of her commercial purposes. The 
other was^ a request to procure treasure in India; 
for an enormous quantity of pice, or copper coin, 
which had been put into circulation from the cap- 
tured Indiamen ; and this was the more essential, 
because an attempt which was made to establish a 
paper currency had proved abortive. 

A singular incident occurred just as they were 
quitting the harbour : — ^^ John Herring, a youth 
of eighteen, was discovered by the master-at-arms 
crawling into one of the tiers ; he being supposed 
to have jumped overboard and been drowned, on 
the 4th of November last. For five months had 
he secreted himself in the main hold, unseen by 
any person whatever.; during all which time he 
subsisted upon what he could nightly steal out of 
the mess kids and bread-bags between decks. His 
supply was, of course, precarious, and he says he 
was once five days without eating, though he could 
generally procure water. When detected diving 
to his hiding-place, he had two bags in hia hand» 
one fill! of biscuit, and the other of onions, which 
he hjad just stolen. He could crawl pretty well, 
but stood with difficulty ; he was unable to walk, 
and b^ng very weak and emaciated, would not 
l^robably have lived pany days loqger* The 
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mainhold of the ship/ daring the fime of his hiding'^ 
has never been worked^ for we got our water at 
the fore^ and provisions at the after hatchway, 
which accounts for this sculker's retreat never 
having been suspected." 

On duly informing the Navy Board of this cu- 
rious recovery of a person long since discharge^d 
dead on the books^ it was decided that he had vir- 
tually deserted the service^ though he remained in 
the ship concealed ; and that therefore he should 
be mulcted of his pay and provisions for the time. 

The Nisus sailed from Port Louis on the 4th of 
April, with a favourable breeze, and soon after 
passing the Galega Islands. — ** For several even- 
ings we observed an uncommon change in the ap- 
pearance of the water, as if it had suddenly become 
shallow, with a chalky tinge. A cast of the deep 
sea lead was taken eveiy hour^ but we never got 
soundings^ nor could we detect any thing in the 
water, which we repeatedly drew up and examined 
during our passage across this ocean of milki 
The time was usually between seven and eight 
o'clock, with a clear and serene atmosphere ; ana 
as I cannot give the slightest solution of this very 
singular phenomenon, I trust somebody else, 
better qualified, will." 

They gained sight of the Seychelle Islands on 
the 17th of Aprils but for several days baffling 
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cut*rent^ prevented their approach^ to the great 
annoyance of the Commodore^ who strained every 
nerve to accelerate the service which he was upon. 
At length, on the 24th^ the ship took up a command- 
ing position, the marines were landed, and formal 
possession taken of Mahe^ under the usual salutes 
on hoisting the British flag. Lieutenant SulIivaUji 
who had been severely wounded at the isle of 
France, was established as Governor; and other 
^arrangements being made, Beaver remained but 
two days to wood and water, and then hastened 
onwards for Madras. 

. On this occasion he took the degree and a half 
channel, which, though scarcely known, is wide 
and safe, and saved nearly a thousand miles of 
route. *^ Having been but little in India," he 
remarks, ^^ I had never heard of this channel, till 
a gentleman at Seychelle gave me a manuscript 
chart, by which it appeared to be about fifteen 
leagues wide; I therefore determined to take it, in 
preference to the eight degree one. On the 6th 
of May, at day-break, being in the latitude pf 
1° 26' north, our chronometer gave exactly TS^'SO', 
east longitude ; and we soon afterwards saw the 
palm-trees of Adumatti, one of the Maldive isles, 
from the mast-head* We passed them fifteen or 
sixteen miles distant, and never saw the land to 
the southward, though the weather was very clear* 

Q 
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i should therefore pronoimcA the passage to be 
spadous, and most eligible for ships that and 
bound to the Bay of Bengal, in the S.W. Monsoon.*?^ 
On the 14th of May, the Nisus andbored ia 
Madras i^oads, where the whole shore exhibitcxl 
evidences of recent devastation, and the beach was 
literally strewed with the wrecks of every desorip* 
tion of vessel. In answer to the earnest iaquiriei^ 
of the Commodore, it was stated that a storm of the 
severest description had commenced on the eastern 
quarter, on the 2d instant, which reached its acme 
of violence about midnight, at which time the ge- 
neral distress, both on shore and afloat, was in- 
describable. The atmosphere seemed charged 
i;rtth electric fluid, which incessantly darted in 
* vivid flashes, while angry blasts of wind, torrents 
bt rain, and a peculiar rolling sea^ known only on 
that devoted coast, conspired to render it a scene 
of the utmost awe and horror* Large trees w^erc 
torn up by the roots; doors and windows, however 
barricadoed, were forced open, and the buildings 
injured to a serious extent. But in the roadstead, 
the effect of this visitation exceeded alldes(riptian; 
a hundred and twenty ships and vessels either 
bilged or foundered, and were all lost! It wafe 
providential that the expedition against Java had 
Sailed two days before, or the whole armament> 
comprising the squadi*on of India, twelve Cora^ 
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^iiy*d craisers^ told sbtty tratii^rte with twdvc 
tiiousand soldiers on boards muat have perished* 
Fewer lives were lost timn could have been ex- 
pedted, considering the eirtent of the calamity^ and 
tibat numbers of the country craft went down at 
thwr anchors; but neither the Dover, frigate, nor 
Chioheister^ store-ship, which were stranded^ lost a 
(single man : such are the benefits resulting from 
systematic disdpline^ even 

** V\rhen hostile elements tumultuous rise, 
And lawless floods rebel against the skies.*' 

£ager to rejoin his station^ the Commodore lost 
no time iii embarking three lacks of pagodas^ which 
were given in return for the pice^ or copper coin^ 
and he gladly quitted India on the 23d^ with the 
ardent hope of yet being in time to intercept the 
three French frigates expected from Europe. But 
he had to endure a tedious and anxious passage ; 
and about a fortnight after they were at sea, it 
WHB discovered that by a nefarious stratagem of the 
Purser's steward, the ship had only been victualled 
with tmi weeks provisions instead of i 
This obliged him to reduce the ship's 
half allowance ; and even of this pitt 
portion Was almost useless^ from the 
of vermin. At lengthy on the 27th ol 
arrived at Port Louis^ not only witl 
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refdubed to half a dajr's rAticnt^ but the wind and 
spirits had been finished a week before- 

The mingled emotions which seized out zealoui 
offider^ on nearing the port^ may be imagined^ wbea 
he beheld two fine French frigates riding across tb6 
harbour^ thereby announcing that the event which 
he had so ardently sighed for was accomplished hf 
another* His wonted liberality/ howev^, shone 
brightly conspicuous through his disappointment. 
^^ I have been wretchedly unfortunate^" he re- 
marks^ ^^.iu being absent, when the arrival of the 
French squadron would have given me an oppor- 
tunity of showing to the world of what materials lam 
snade^ However^ I presume not to repine — ^wb^t^ 
ever is, is right. I cannot be accused of pecuniary 
regret, for I share with the captors ; my feelings 
are stung for my two boys^ as they can only haye> 
for their inheritance, whatever name I may form in 
the sCTvice of my country. This mortification is 
|)arfly compensated to me, by its having given an 
opportunity to two of my favourite friends, Schom- 
bei^ and Hillyar, to distinguish tberaselves* I 
exult in their success, and hope their decision and 
merit will ipeet the proper reward.'* And in for- 
warding the despatches addressed to him by the 
former, he generously remarks — '^To the bon- 
duot of that zealous and intelligent officer. Cap- 
taaa Sokomberg, on thb occasion, I can only give 
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the tidkttteof my unqualified praise; and of th(9 
manner in vfhidj he was supported by the estima* 
ble Ci^tsin Hillyar, I must express myself in the 
same terms^ But I regret * ^ % In this battle^ 
the officers and crews of the Astrea and Phcdbe 
fi)iight most bravely ; and have reflected credit on 
thdr iCountry, by an additional instance of the sa? 
perior gallantry of its navy/' 
' It appeared that early on the 7th of May^ the 
expected French frigates were discovered by the 
Phoebe, Galatea, and Racehorse, two comparar 
tively small ships and a brig^ who alternately 
ohased and were chased by the enemy- Our 
squadron edged away towards Port Louis, where 
they gave intelligence to the Astrea, which ship was 
nearly prevented from joining them, by the very 
unusual phenomenon of a strong sea breeze setting 
in; the animation inspired by the vicinity of the 
foe> however^ overcame all difficulties^ and she was 
warped out amidst loud cheers. The enemy un- 
avoidably gained this time to make off, and it was 
difficult to say towards, which quarter ; but Captain 
Schomberg^ finding by a boat which had commu^ 
nicated with the shore, that they were in want of 
^ater;, judicioudy concluded that Madagascar would 
be the place to seek them . The hard-fought action 
¥A)ldi ensued, and the capture of the Renommee 
and Nereide, each of forty-four guns and four 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S3Q THE LIFS OF 

hdndned and seventy men, besides trcM^s^ aro 
ably set forth in that officer's c^Soial leUer to 
Oaptain Beaver, vrhioh being published in the 
gaEettes of the day, requires no further comment j 
except to lament that a greater unammity was not 
displayed in so splendid a oauae. 

The third diip struck her colours^ but afterwards 
basely escaped; she was called theClonndO) and 
was of the same class with the other two, When 
she got into Brest, her Commander was dismissed 
the French service, and ejected from the Lctgion of 
Honour; he was moreover sentenced to thi^ yewi' 
imprisQnment. On his passage to Elba, pn board 
the Undaunted, Buonaparte expressed to Captain 
Ussher bis high opinion of Schomberg's Ix'averyi 
in attacking such heavy vessels with his six^andt 
thirty*gun frigatei^ *^ I did my utmost," added 
he, ^* to have St. Cricq shot, but he was tried by 
French naval officers ! Had he done his duty, the 
English squadron must have fallen into our hands/' 
And such was the inveteracy of his indignation, 
that, finding on his return to France that M» St, 
Oricq had be» restored to his former rank by 
Louis XVHL, the Usurper ordered him to be ag^ 
confined, aad he consequently conttaued in prison 
during the memorable hundred days. 

To an offioer, battle is the chief stage cm whids 
he must eithikit, m order to attain briUiant celei 
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brity ; but this arena, for which oar hero ardGntly 
thirsted^ happened to be^ on a grand soale at 
least, denied to him. He regretted his ill fortune, 
as he termed it^ with a fervour which no one could 
mistake. There was nothing like bravado in this ; 
nor is there in general when a similar sentiment is 
expressed by more ordinary persons. Men who 
have reputation, honours, and sometimes we^dth to 
acquire on the one hand, and but the risk of loss of 
life on the other, will always run the latter against 
the former. It is> with many» a professional feeling, 
almost independent oi courage. In the keenness^ 
therefore, of his disappointment in not command* 
iflg on this occasion, he exclaimed alond, '^Freely 
would I have given my right arm to have been 
there I" ^' And,'' says Mr. Prior, the surgwn of 
the Nisus, " we, who knew the man, had no doubt 
ef the readiness with which he would instantly 
have made the sacrifice." 

Commodore Beaver had scarcely anchored, be^ 
fore he reeeived a secret communication which de- 
termined him to repair to Java, and assist in the 
reduction c^ Batavia, with such force as he could 
collect. He therefore ordered a sUgiit r^t with 
the utmost expeditioQ, working day and night ; and 
from the want qf stores, they were oUiged to recur 
to various contrivances, in all of which he displayed 
the rei$ow€es of a seaman. ^^ The late action 
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viiilUhe enemy^s i^quadron,'^ says he, in a letttfr'f'o 
Commissioner Shield^ '* has left us without a' ^ti(5k^ 
lir a fathom of rope ; and to enable us to go to sesi, 
I am obliged to make the latter by cutting up cables. 
This ship will proceed, with two others, 6n most 
important service, and yet I shall set off wiihbut a 
inain-topsail, except one that is more than half 
ivom, not an inch of rope, nor a morsel of junk; 
arid all the running rigging fairly worn out. My 
tompanions are in no better state ; one is without 
ia. spare topsail yard, and the other with nuttlO- 
rous shot-holes, and all her masts fished.'- 

In a valuable communication which I received 
from Mr. Prior, — ^who, since his voyages in the 
'Nisus, has become so well known to the publifc by 
hls'acute and comprehensive Biography of Burke,-^ 
'that gentleman observes, " On points of service, 
dur Captain would scarcely admit the exfetetice of, 
what many were disposed to think, impossibilities ; 
bbt, at the same time, wdth that clearness ^hidi 
"belongs only to men of superior capacity, he Wolild 
nbt only order what was to be done, but also point 
but the most safe and expe^ious method of accom- 
plishing it. Without neglecting details, on which 
HOfteii dfef)feildi^ the success of operations in w^ar^ 
and tof Which he was perfect master, bis mitid was 
moife tuiliejd t<i great things. It seemed to' exptod 
With thi^' quantity tif matter required to betaken k. 
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Whea fitting the squadron for Java^ with only two 
or three days to perform it in^ aadoneof the ships 
just out of actioa ; stationing some of the remaining 
ships at the Mauritius^ and others at the Cape; 
writing orders and despatches to several quarters; 
waited upon every moment^ by officers of all classes, 
for directions how to proceed in their respective 
departments ; teased with applications of various 
kinds^ on public business, from persons on shore; 
added to the responsibility which he assumed^ of 
quitting his station^ hanging on his mind ; yet I 
never saw him more cool^ clear^ and collected, 
though scarcely able to devote five minutes unin- 
terruptedly to any one object." 
/ > By unceasing attention, the Nisus was enable 
to leave the harbour on the 2d of July, in company 
with the President and Phoebe. To effect a good 
Ipassage at this season^ it was necessary to run far 
to the southward; and from the wounded state of 
the Phoebe's masts^ they could carry but little sail^ 
which impediments prevented their arrival in time 
io be present at the landing o( the army in Java, 

* ^ At seven in the morning of the 6th of August/* 
says Beaver^ ^^ we made the west coast of New Hol- 
laQd> and running along shore at ap olpng. of perhaps 
a doaen miles^ we perceived some very formidable 
breakers, in mid-distance. These we h^d passed 
^dxHit Qoon> and then closing the \wd, found it mo- 
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dei^telj higfa^ but without a vefitige of tree or shrub 
of any kind^ being all of a quaker-Uke drab cok)ar^ 
except when broken by dingy cliffs. A more baxt 
ren^ tminviiing land I never beheld ; so havuig set 
the N, W. cape, we gladly bade adieu to Australasiat 
Robertson, in a Memoir on the China Sea> critic 
oises Nicholson's latitude, as being forty-^six miles 
out ; I call it 2r 50' souths which is as n^uoh to 
the northward of the critic*sl And what if some 
person hereafter shall point out my errom^ as 
greater even than those of Mr. Robertson? 

^^ August the 1 3th, We are now running through 
the Straits of Balli^ all my charts of which resemble 
just as much as they do the Sea of Marmora^ ajvjL 
no more* The shores are highly picturesque^ with 
groves of tall cocoa-nut trees in full verdure ; there 
are hundreds of boats swiftly crossing in all direo«' 
tions, though the current is very rapid^ and 1ii» 
whole forms a scene capable of filling the most 
insensible hypochondriac with life and animation." 

When the ships i*eached Batavia roads, on the 
20th of August^ they found Admiral Stopford rid- 
ing there, with the fleet : the city had been taken 
on the 9th,. and the enemy driven into the fortified 
entrenchments surrounding the post of Gornelius* 
The marines of the Nisus, and those of her consorts, 
were immediately landed, and marched to the po* 
silioa which was occupied by our foroes, where 
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their assistance was both timely and welooroiej for 
sickness and fatigue had already made inroad^ into 
the general strength. 

e On the 2Sd the enemy made a sortie from Mees- 
ter GomelkiSi and drove our seamen from the 
works> on whidi they were mounting guns^ where^ 
by some mismanagement^ they were both unarmed 
and unprotected. The Dutch, however, did not 
keep possession five minutes, being beat out again, 
b^ore they had time to spike a gun. Both sides 
kept up a heavy cannonade till the 26th, when that 
fonnidabla fortress was stormed. The attack was 
made at dawn of day, by a select column, after a 
masterly detour, in utter darkness, through a thick 
jikngle. So secret and silent had been the march, 
that the foe was surprised, and completely routed 
at the point of the bayonet, in little more than a 
quarter of an hour ; leaving a thousand killed in the 
works, besides the multitudes who were cut dovm in 
the reiroat. This entrenched camp was defended 
by a chain of redoubts, mounting one hundred and 
seventy-four guns, and defended by nearly twelve 
thousand men, of whom, besides the slain, three 
generals, two hundred and fifty officers^ and more 
than five thousand soldiers, were taken prisoners. 
A curious case of naval law now occurred. 
Captain Heathoote of the lion, being ordered for 
trtai, on charges preferred against him by Commo* 
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dQTQ BroughtoDj Beaver was appointed the presi* 
dent^ and the court was directed to assemble oja 
board the Nisus. But a demur was started by oQr 
infle&ible officer, as to the legality of his sitting in 
tlKjd: capacity^ having been addressed as /(wr/A. in 
comndand, whereas^ the 22d of George IL only 
authorizes a commander-in-chief to nominatQ to 
the third, This objection being made known to 
the Admiral, produced the following explanatiop ; 
^' Although Captain Heathcote has not been ac- 
tually superseded from the Lion, he is virtually $o> 
the moment he appears as a prisoner before the 
iK>urt.. I have therefore no objection to alter the 
address qf your order as president, and instead of 
fourthf insert third in command ; as you certainly 
rank next to Commodore Broughton during Iba 
trial. And I have to thank you for detecting Bfi 
informality in style^ which I had overlooked/' 

The principal part of the enemy's force having 
been captured or destroyed, in the successful aa? 
sault of Meester Cornelius, by the British troops, 
on the 36th^ Admiral Stopford intended returning 
to the Pape of Good Hope, but both his Excellenay 
the Governor-general: of India, then residing, a^ 
Batavia, and Sir Samuel Auchmuty, commandeiHjEH 
qhief of the forces, entreated him to remain, it 
being desir^le to bring the contest to a speed|^ 
conclusion^ as the. future resources of the foe wene 
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unknown. Upon these suggestions^ the* Admiral 
waived his first intention of quitting the station, and 
prepared for immediately proceeding to Surabaya. 
A man of Beaver's known judgment and gallan* 
try could not remain long without marked distinc- 
tion, even in so large a fleet. Accordingly we 
find that, on the 31st of August, he was detached 
with the Nisus, his two consorts, the President 
and Phcebe, and the Hesper, to attack Cheribon, 
Taggal, and Samarang, and to cut off the eneniy s 
retreat from Meester Cornelius to the eastward ; 
services which the Admiral, in officially reporting 
to have been performed by these ships, pronounces 
** of the greatest importance to the ultimate result 
of the campaign/* The strength of the squadron 
was increased by the marines of the Lion ; and a 
party of well-disciplined sepoys, whose courage 
and fidelity had already been well tried in India. 
Arriving off" the first point of attack, the Com- 
modore sent a summons, couched in spirited and 
efficient terms, giving the garrison five minutes to 
eonsider them, and threatening signal retaliation, 
jihould the least injury be done to the public pro- 
Jierty in the mean time. The subsequent eVents 
BBay be given in his own words :-^ 
* ^^ September 4th.— At daylight 1 sent Captain 
Warren with a flag of truce to summons the for- 
tress, ' and immediately afterwards got the squa- 
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dron urider safl^ and tkh inta th^fee fathonife and A 
quarter water. At half-past eight, I had the 6Atii&- 
faction of seeing the French colours hauled doWrt^ 
and the old British union hoisted in theif placb. 
I now disembarked one hundred aild eighty ma* 
rines, and just as they reached the shore^ Wafren 
learnt that General Jamelle* the enemy '6 secoild 
in command^ had arrived with a few troops fit)m 
Bugtenzorg, and was procuring horses to continue 
his disastrous retreat. Not a moment was lost itt 
securing him^ and, together with some other offl* 
cers of rank^ he was instantly conveyed oti boafd 
the Nisus, I found, on conversing with then), 
that part of the fugitive army might be hotiriy 
expected. I therefore landed one hutidred and 
fifty seamen, in charge of three lieutenants and isil 
midshipmen, to garrison the fort, and thus leaV6 
the marines at liberty to act as occasion required; 
This fort is a square structure with four solid 
bastions, surrounded by a wet ditch, and strength^ 
ened by a stout abbatis beyond the glacis. It is 
defended by twenty guns; and to enfilade the prin* 
cipal approaches, I moored three armed launches 
in the river. Without sustaining any loss, we 
have this day taade one hundred and thirtyi^ix 
prisoners, of whom few are Europeans! I merely 
disarmed the Malays to their kreeses, and ordered 
them to their homes, there to await in quiet the 
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issue of the contest; assuring them^ that if again 
found as enemies^ they should instantly be hanged. 
Poor devils ! what interest can they have in our 
struggles for mastery? 

^* September 6th. — My men complain bitterly 
of the filthy state in which they found the interior 
of the fortress ; it seems a mass of dirt and abo* 
mination. I have sent orders to release the un« 
happy beings who were found in its horrible 
dungeons ; they may have been guilty of capital 
offences^ but a week's confinement in the castle 
of Cheribon would expiate any crime* Captain 
Robison reported to me^ that at Carang Sambang, 
a place upwards of thirty miles distant^ a large 
depot has been established for the enemy's stores, 
and that they were then collecting their scattered 
forces. As Cheribon was now secured, I deter- 
mined to summons that place, for which purpose I 
placed all the marines, and seventy seamen, under 
the command of Colonel Wood. Away they started 
with cheerful alacrity, for they were nearly all 
mounted, blue jackets as well as red, — a mixture 
of naval cavalry and horse marines ; whilst the 
repeated falls of some, who at length preferred 
finding their way on foot, excited the highest mer* 
riment These jokes, however coarse, help to 
eheer the toils of war, and the oppressive heat of 
the climate to boot, for the thermometer ranges 
from eighty-three to ninety degrees. 
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'' September 6ih»^-A w^U-appointe^ tpp9p^ipf 
Patch cavalry haked at Gheribon ; . w^e w^ere; .^o^m^* 
diately la attendance^ and they ]w:ere a^ 4«iq]^l^ 
disarmed. Various other prisoners were .madei in 
the course of the day, so that the ocq^gatioi^ ^cf 
this post seems to have been of material; u^^ 
The seamen manage the castle very well» consi^ 
dering the novelty of the duty, for Jack does not 
make a very stiff sentry* One of the misera^l^ 
fyretches restored to light yesterday, expired witlji 
overpowered feelings, and it is feared two otlfeipi^ 
cannot long survive. Having been waited upqfl 
by a party of native chiefs, whom I received witlj 
all due ceremony, I have concerted measures for 
sending a particular account of the recent events 
to the Emperor and Sultan of Java. 
. ^^ September 7th. — A party of seamen an^ 
marines brought in thirty prisoners and nine wag; 
gon9 laden with money, which they had taken 
near Bongas^ a place halfway between this an4 
Carang Sambang : Colonel Wood and his detach-* 
ment had entered the latter place, and secured ^1) 
^e stores, spiceSy and coffee, in the public magfi^ 
sines. This is capital, considering the nature of 
his good-humoured forces, and that he is in th^ 
midst of the enemy's resources. In the afternoon^ 
the Modeste anchored, with Sir S. Auchmuty on 
boards who ejqpressed himself highly pleased with. 
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bUf progress. I told him that I f6iind»by dis- 
oottrtlng* with our 'captive PVench General^ tJidt it 
Was Jins6n*s intention to concentrate his force at 
%imak*d[ng ; where' he had been joined by Prince 
i^rAng Wedona; and a well-app6inted legiOn of 
two thousand men. Sir Samuel^ on this informa- 
tion^ wished me to assist in the operations against 
Sstbiarang^ so soon as I should be able to quit 
Cheribon^ and capture Taggal. To second hii 
views, I instantly dispatched the Hesper off point 
Ihdermaya, to collect all transports that were 
making for the Manara channel ; and I sent oth^r 
vessels in various directions^ to appriize the men- 
Af-'war of the General's intention," 

The seamen and marines now returned ott 
board, and the result of their severalenterprifcea 
cahnoY be better expressed than in the official 
report of the 11th. ^^ I have the honour to inform 
you, that the last party of marines returned from 
Carang Sambang late last night, and were em- 
barked on board the Nisus at one this morning. 
I have thus re-embarked every seaman and ma«^ 
rine of the two hundred and thirty-nine whom t 
landed on the 4th instant; after having made 
about seven hundred prisoners, including one 
general, two lieutenant-colonels, one major, eleven 
captains, forty- two lieutenants, and above one 
hundred and eighty non-commissioned officers 
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iknd privates, BurbpeaM ; the rest being Orefoles 
And Malays; without having had a single man 
either killed or wounded ; and I am b&ppy to say^ 
with very few sick indeed, and ftose chiefly froiM 
great &tigtie, whom, I trust, a few days wM restore 
to fheir wonted vigonn And although it h^ mA 
been our good fortune to have had k in out 
power to do any thing brilliant, yet I hope that 
having been able to secure so great a pruportioti 
of the enemy's officers and European troops «Mly 
eontribute, in some degree, to the speedy recibc^ 
tion of this important colony/' 

The health enjoyed by the crew ef the Nisas 
was alike creditable to both the commander «bA 
the surgeon ; for while the latter applied to pre* 
catitions strictly medical^^ the fiofrmer established a 
Very judicious system of internal regolstiens for the 
fehip, which were rigidly enforced in those places 
Where the safety of the men was likely to bc^ pat^ 
ticularly endangered. No boats were thea pei^ 
mitted to leave the ship after sunset, nor any person, 
except under particular circumstances, to sleep on 
shore. During the hours of rest, the men were 
kept strictly to their hammocks, from an impres^ 
feioii that the night dews of the tropics are ire- 
quently productive of disease ; for seamen, sooner 
than endure the heat below, will, if left' to them- 
selves, run any risk by sleeping in the open affv 
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In the nioraing^ the 'tween cl^s wete dbwsedj 
cleared of moveable articles^ and thoroughly vew 
lilated the whole of the day ; the men> meantime^ 
living and taking their meals on the gun deck^ so 
that in the evenings wheto their hammocks were 
(liped down^ all was cool and refreshing prepara* 
tory to tibeir repose^ 

In addition to Captain Beaver's excellent pre- 
eantions> I trust it will not be deemed irrelevant to 
mention a practice which I have myself adopted^ as 
bei»g evidently attended with benefit* Upwards of 
twenty years ago^ I belonged to a line^of-battle 
sblp^ which^ just before my joining her^ had been 
aearly disabled by disease and deaths on her pas^ 
6age from Batavia to Madras* On clearing her 
hold at Bombay^ the ground tier of casks was found 
imbedded in a feculent mass of putrid mudl This 
palpable source of remittent fever did not excite 
inttch remark at the time ^ but I determined, should 
1 ever arrive at the command of one of hid Ma- 
jesty's ships^ never^ from neglect^ to suffer the 
nuisance of a foul hold to contaminate her. With 
this resolution, I have always had the shingle ballast 
washed before stowing it; and water was regu- 
larly admitted into the bilgeways, until that which 
Wds pumped tip became as transparent as the sea 
alongside* And to these practices, under Provi-* 
dence, I mainly itttribute the superior health ^ 

R 2 
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my people, for a period of upwards of ten yeax^ 
in the .Mediterranean sea. 
* Previous to sailing for Cheribon^ the comni^inder 
was, called upon for certain papers by an army 
officer^ who considered himself entitled to ihp 
same, in quality of agent to the Govemor-Geneml 
of India. Beaver was irritated^ and returned a 
reply highly characteristic of his temper: ^*Jn my 
public capacity/' says he, */ I never permit my 
conduct to be affected by individual feeling ; werp 
I to act from the latter, the former would frequently 
suiFer. Now, Sir, one great cause of my anger 
towards the landrobst was^ being unable to get 
vegetables supplied to the ships under my order^ 
and yet finding thejn charged in the return^; for 
which^ but for your intercession, I would havp 
d^p^ed.him into the. fort. With respect to t^ie 
horses, a receipt for which has now, for the firsit 
time, been demanded, I know not what authority 
you or any human being whatever.has to demand 
it. In themselves they are of no value or import* 
an^ce, apd there ,are . only two in each ship^ I 
believe; but to these I, and the other offiqers, 
h^ve^.as much right, as to the coats we wear on 
our bajcks, and ,have paid for, I myself, witli 
2^ fe\v marines, made the thirty troopers, whose 
hors^.vve took, lay down their arms; and I fixeijl 
pn ,my. horse, before the enemy whp previously 
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possessed it haid dismounted. It is mine by rights 
and no man shall have a receipt for it; every 
thing captured at Cheribon has been in Conse- 
quence of my measures, and performed by^the 
force under my Orders; accounts therefore iire 
due to me, and me only." • 

On the 12th of September, being off Taggal, 
the Commodore ordered the Phoebe to take pos- 
session of the fort and magazines, after which' he 
stood on for Samarang. Here he found that the 
enemy, having witnessed the destruction of their 
flotilla* by the boats of our fleet, had retreated 
towards Surabaya,' where the Admiral determined 
to pursue them. On the 18th, the whole force 
anchored in the Manara passage, and on the fol- 
lowing morning, ^^ at half-past three, the troops 
and marines of the squadron began to assemble 
round the Nisus, and exactly at daybreak, they 
airlanded at Zidayo, in an orderly and very cre- 
ditable style, with two field-pieces, and a detach- 
ment of artillery. When they had marched off, 
along a fine road for Gressik, I went with a flag 
of tfuce to summons Fort Ludwyk, which, it was 
at first planned, I should attack with the frigates, 
but that it appeared so formidable as to threaten 
much effusion of blood. On my approach, I was 
blindfolded, and conducted I knew not whither ; 
but from the panting and stumbling of my sup- 
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porterSj found the way was of difficult accesi^^ 
When Within the keep, I was restored to ^igfat, 
and found myself surrounded by a numerous j^arty 
of Dutch and French officers,**to wbohi I opened' 
my mission. My eloquence, however^ was Hot 
sufficiently persuasive, and finding my representa- 
tions without eflfect, I submitted to be again blind- 
folded^ and returned to the Admiral. 

'' September fiOth.— Little pleased with the in 
success of yesterday, I went at dawn of day to re-i 
connoitre the fortress from the island of Manara. 
t landed at Zidayo, and breakfasted with the 
Dipatty, who furnished me with a carriage and 
four horses, and sent his chief minister as my 
conductor. We drove rapidly to the Soloo river, 
about seven miles distant^ where there is a ferry 
sixty yards across ; here we embarked on a plat- 
form supported by two canoes^ and paddled down 
to Badantin^ a village on the left bank, where the 
river was stoccadoed across. Proceeding thus, 
we arrived at the entrance in an hour and a quar- 
ter, but the mouth was so closely stoccadoed, ^hat 
I was obliged to get into a canoe about eighteen 
inches wide, to pass between the stakes, and so 
make for Manara. I landed at the back of the 
island, near a spot directly opposite the fort, un- 
perceived by the enemy, and by the aid of a 
hative^s hut, had a fair opportunity of observing 
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the eoenogr's works. Hiis insulated castle was 
erected by Daendels^ on piles and rocks^ after Sir 
SSdward Pellew's atl^tck at Gressik, and completely 
(tefauds the northern entrance of the channeL It 
appeared in ei^cellent order^ and I should think 
mounted nearly a hundred guns^ which are planted 
principally along the north and east sea-faces ; the 
west front seemed the weakest and most exposed. 
As there did not appear anything like a bomb- 
proof, and the channel being about one thousand 
two hqiBdred yards wide^ I concluded it could be 
raduoed by shells^ and accordingly marked out a 
spot for a mortar battery. Having satisfied rayr 
self on this head^ I returned the way I came, and 
got back to Zidayo a little after three^ where the 
Dipatty had^provided an excellent dinner. Our 
oonversation turned upon et terrific monster of ati 
alligator^ which we had accidentally stumbled 
upon^ basking in a creek of the island. This sur- 
ppBing animal was at least six-and-thirty feet in 
lengthy with a rotundity of belly larger than that 
of a horse. I learned that these unsightly brutes 
are not greatly dreaded by the natives ; but for 
myself, never having seen anything approaching 
i^ size, and being in a dimintative and fragile 
canoe, I confess I had some respect, and therefore 
kept my distance." 
Burabaya had already capitulated to the force 
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l^ably have speedily fallen to Beaveri tut that all 
e{)e££Uions were suspended by the defeat oif im- 
sttis, and the consequent surrender of the whole 
island. This blow having destroyed the French 
doxninlou in the East, the services of the.frigat?^ 
were no longer required; she therefore passed 
tbcough the Straits of Sunda, and returned to /the 
Iplo qf France. Previous, however, to his depar-' 
tmre,. the Admiral wrote a public despatch, higjily 
upprQving all the Commodore's proceedings^ %«4 
congratulating him upon his success ; whij^.iii,^ 
priyate letter, he says, '\ yoiu- prompt and e^<pctual 
measures produced the happiest results in aoqele? 
rating, thei finaj fall, of Java." . ,. 

Ii^formi^tien having been receiyed that reiufipirce- 
ments were on their way from France to £tata]^i^, 
tiie Nisus left Port Louis on the 21stof Novei^be^i 
to.entleftvoiir.to intercept them in the Soutibeijn.Iflb 
Aan QiQeaa:. Appro4|dhing the volcanic island of St 
Paul, a boat was sent into the crater, and speedily 
r<etu^tted> laden with seals, fish, and birds.,: Th,e 
01^ found that five; huts bad bepi greeted on tb^ 
nprtih; «de ^the eptr^uce, in. which w^re sealnskjni^ 
m^ fiSea^tQre$„,witb tjhe following j paper C€ir^lW^y 
jfepofat^d in.abottle,' . . j. .. . 

«< Ship 'Venus, of London, A Whalar, 3: of JuneaWl Uriel 
JKim^er ^^ter slpged here 34 days, from london Bound to ^n^our, 
and Here found 8 men on the island Left by their ship Being cast 
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a^r^ m^l^i th? ship Cox, fcpmPort ^qck^qi^. .pn, a^ s^ii^pipg 
ypyage William Cox master Left here 4 months aGo with 8 of.hi^ 
hands the ship as Carryiedhim would not Gary aiiy more — he Left 
alettk #2th^hi« men to beg- no person (»-personl^'will4))^n6-lxlea]«» 
(Mi|?yjof asy x)f his goods or artekels he levas here Ab hja.w^ Cppa^ 
And get; them as soon as he Can get A vessel he will ^ Come 
And take away his skins And Every Artekel Belonging to his vessel 
the^ship was honed By Camel & Co port Jackson ^ewsouthwales 
01! nvw holland/* 

. An exact copy of this luminous production was 
tralisttiitted to Lloyd% as a means of consolation 
td the relatives of those who navigated the Fo5t; 
hitd the' original was carefoUy replaced anibh^M 
the skins and ^' artekels.'* 
' *^ Tihis island/' says Beaver, ^' is represented aia 
eight or ten miles in length, but at the Very utniost 
does not exceed four. It is tolerably high, ' ahd 
clear of danger ; but as to fixing ite situation fcustro- 
ilomicaHy, we scarcely had a fair sight of sutti 
DfidottV or stars, during the twenty-two days we 
sftiod off and on. From the prevalence of clouds, 
fi5g, and wind^ I never anchored/ or ventCirfed into 
less than forty fathoms water; and owing to thfe 
litlme causefe^ we had little prospect of prizes, for 
^fe did • not pei'ceive a large sbipV u^der Ehglidh 
cblotrrs, appai^ently an Indiaman^ till fehe yf&sp&tby 
clo^e to us ; and it then blew so* hard/ i^iihf so Mid 
a sea^ that we could not attempt 'to bbawJ her. 
The boats had ten fathoms close to the oratory but 
theM^kter on the bar varied at each visit; '■ Ksh 
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are dbnhdani^ and so voracioQs as to bite instttntl]^ 
at the book» whether baited or apt The whole* 
idaad ia a nigged voleaaio erater^ with SQH^odf 
an appearance of vegetation, exoeptiBg mo$«eSr 
and coarse gras3 in the clefts ; otherwise it woul4 
Mem to be condemned to everlasting steriUtyi. 
Seals resort there in numbers^ and it is the occa» 
aicmal abode of the albatross, pei^uia; an4 stormy 
peterel, that dread of superstitious saiWrs, W^ 
did not examine Amsterdam, not having approached 
nearer than eight or nine miles^ on account of the 
squalls and hazy weather. It is more precipitpHp 
and high, and appears equally barren, but rather 
less than St. Paul's^ from which it is distant aboml; 
seventeen leagues to the n ,n.b. " 

In tiie beginning of the year 1$12, the Nisw 
extended her cruise to the southward; and ihP 
journal remarks, — ^^ We were told that from the 
latitude of 37"" 20' s. the Telemaque brig made a 
true course s. by w, two hundred and twelve 
miles, when she found herself on a shoal, which 
the. commander made out to be in SS^ XJ.' by ac^ 
counts This not satisfying Mon^. Petrie^ he r^ 
oomputed the brig's data, and found she mu$t have 
been in 38** 50' s» ! Precious bunglers I In either 
case there is an^rror of at least one hundred and 
fifty*sbs; miles in latitude — an error without exam- 
ple, and for which the name of the navigator Q^ght 
to be gibbetted in disgrace. 
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** Bat noij^trfthstandiog this latne oonoltisimy ra« 
portg are so namerous^ tiiat one oaa hardly doubt 
Hie existence o( a reef or bank in this neighbour^ 
hood ; though it would be more oreditable if peo*- 
pie wotdd take ihe trouble to ascertain facts, pre* 
vious to thdr propagating reports, whidi are likely 
to abrm navigators unnecessarily. Those who 
dioose to follow our log courses, will see that I 
took some pains in examining the southern posi^ 
tion assigned to this danger : we could place re- 
liance on our chronometers^ tried deep soundingi^^ 
and kept men at the mast-head diligently looking 
out for the slightest indication of shoal water. Bat 
onttiewhole^ I have no hesitation in declaring 
that, in the vicinity of latitude 40' 27 south, and 
longitude 2P 5T east, from Greenwich, the Tele- 
maque shoal does not exist. 

** Two small islands called Denia and Marseven 
are placed near this position, biit upon whose au^ 
thority I know not ; and therefore endeavoured to 
ascertain the feet of their existence. The incohe- 
rent account of the Telemaque navigator would, 
if it were believed, indicate an island near their 
assigned situation. But in the course of our cruiz- 
ing in every direction, we paid particular attention 
over an extensive space, and tried frequently for 
bottom with a very long range of line. The wea- 
ther was fine and clear, yet no indication of land 
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tike (I!£^>ey> beings fally satisfied that where all Kmr 
charts have placed Denia and MarseveB^ihosb 
ietondfi exist not." 

In a lettec from the Gape of Good Hope^ under 
date of the 21st of July, Captain B^vek^ breiikB 
forth with^— ^^ The Cape may be a capital colony^ 
but its bay is: an infernal one; it is safe agakist no 
wind^ and iia sea is worse than the wind. ^ Yon 
have generally a great swells and even in tl^e.Mr 
season^ the s.e. winds frequently blow so strong^^ 
tibat you have no communication with the shore for 
two or three days together.- But a nortti-westet^> 
afiber the middle of May, shows Table Bay in all 
itSrJOK^alignaney ; and he who is fool enough to aim 
phor there x>{ his own accord, may either part or 
founder as luck shall befall him . 
, ^^ I regret the trouble you have had, but ther* 
are numbers who find it difficult to combine disci^ 
pline with kindness, which accounts for old * * ♦ 
^emg ^t variance with all his officers sometimes, 
sfl\d w^h some at all times. He who has neVer 
leaEued.how to obey, cannot be weU fitted for 
QQpimandi >nd those, who are most captions witft 
th^ir.superiQrs> are ever tenaciously rigid in exacts 
ing". gubmis^ive obedienee from their inferiors. 

'^ We have just received cm board a dusky persou'- 
p^^^/named S^rrak Kumba Bc^nbaxak^ commonly 
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i^lled Bombay Jack, a Johanniese^ wko ^has been 
deputed by tl|0. king of (tkeComora islands tb4i^ 
Cape^ to soltcif iasi»stance s^ainst t^e inarattdiii^ 
natives of Madagascar. He is good humoured 
iaiiddntelligent, and is moreover dignified with'*the 
thloiof tbe Joliaaaese ambassador. I am chai^g^ 
to convey his Exoellency^ and his suite of two > sen- 
vants^ back to their native shores : after this I am 
io eounsel the governor of Mozambique respeotii^ 
tibe aggressions of the Malagassi; and then I am 
to advise the coal-black kings of Madagascar to 
irefiwQ from their depredations on oar pusillani- 
^ons/allies. These missions will relieve the mo- 
•totony of the last several inonths;' for I have only 
b^n.eiqinining a water-course^ and other equally 
important duties. I have had to represent several 
of our deficiencies, such, for insteince^ as bringing 
beef for the squadt on from England, when it can 
b& prepared here at a quarter of the expense; It 
camfe to my lot also to conduct a very disagreeable 
md delicate inquiry into the conduct of an Engiis^h 
officer and his men, on French evidence ; and; iti* 
dee()> it was too clear that outrageous and'disgtace* 
kX /conduct had occurred^ Admiral Stopfdrd; in a 
pwjbjyicjetter^ has obligingly saidy that r^ the m<)de 
of investigation I used was ihe best thattx^uM4Dte 
adopted for ascQrtaining the facts/ ' * 
: [Fb^< .watpr-eours^' so slightly menlionedi * was a 
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work of consideiabla {mUIc utilky^ h^ng Ip.ocqi* 
•tnicted as to remedy a great iocomv^ieitcis whk^ 
had always edsued in supplying sbipik witk tb^t 
requisite article. Captain. Beaver^i report was ap 
diear^ that all his suggestioiis were inuttediately 
<uiopted^ even to the number of trees for deoortii^ 
ing it» '' The service^" sayft the Admiral, ^^ at 
all times receives benefit wherever you are em<« 
ployed; and your work at Simon's Bay beais thti 
stamp of a masterly hand« I perceive you do not 
like to do things by halves*" 

The passage of the Nisus along the east coast 
of Africa gave Captain Beaver an opportnnky of 
exercising his talents in hydrography ; and be coif* 
rected the positions df various points and islands^ 
with a skill which afforded further evidence of his 
proficiency^ both in the theory and practice of 
the lugher branches of nautical science*^ 

From Mozambique, he writes c-^^^ August 19tb* 
In the evening I paid a visit to the Governor, 
which lasted about an hour; yet he never men- 
tioned the subject of my comings although he had 
been in possession of the Admiral's letter full three 
hoiirs, and reads English very well. Bttt what 
appeared to me still more extraordinary waSj his 
omitting to enquire after either Portugal or Spain : 
one would have, supposed that he bad forgotten 
there was a portion of the globe called Europe; 
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br ihdt fie ift'as totally indifferent whether thie coniip* 
try of his Hrih yet retained its independence, or 
was devastated by a iblenfless enemy. This nian> 
Don Antonio Manoel de Mello Castro e Mendo^a^ 
bai just completed the third year of his govern- 
ttlent ; and has never once, I was assured^ gon&ont 
of his house, or exposed himself to the sun^ for 
fear of fevdr^ during th^ tf hole time. Notwith** 
standing this indolence^ it is stated that he has 
contrived to amass a fortune of three hundred 
thousand piastres^ with which he is about to depart 
fdr Madeira^ having been recently appointed go^ 
v^^nor of that island ; in reward, I ptiesume^ for 
bis hard services at Mozambique. But what are 
wealth and honour^ without the impulse of virtuous 
principle to merit them ? 

'* I eagerly seized this opportunity of making 
inquiries concerning Messrs. Cowan and Donavaui 
who left the Cape about four years ago^ with an 
intention of reaching Mozambique by land. The 
Governor informed us that there was no doubt of 
their having been murdered^ in their waggon, at a 
place between Sofala and Inhambana, about forty 
leagues from the coast. He also assured me, that 
he had used every endeavour to procure whatever 
journals, letters, 6r other papers might have been 
with their effects ; and for that purpose hd had sent 
twenty blacks, with goods to purchase or redeett 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



256 THE UPE OP 

them^ but without success: some blood-stained 
linen only was procured. He added^ that two 
mulatto natives of Angola had found their way 
across from that country to Snea on the Zambeze: 
being frequently made prisoners, they were five 
years in accomplishing it; but returned safely to 
Angda, and were the only persons who had evisr 
crossed from the one to the other coast of Africa. 
; ^^ 20th. The Governor having been silent yes- 
terday on the subject of my orders, I paid him a 
second visit this morning, with a view of extract* 
ing what L could relative to the Malagass aggres- 
sions, and the aid he required or expected from us. 
All I could learo was, and that with great difficulty, 
for it was solely in replies to my questions, that 
the Malagassi generally came over every year, to 
the number of four or five thousand men, in about 
^ hundred canoes; that they always assembled at 
BambatQuk, whence they stood, with a leading' 
breeze, over to Mayotto, and landed at which- 
ever of the islands they hit first. Sometimes, he 
said, they pass them all, in which case they* stand 
on, knowing they cannot miss terra-firma; and 
wherever they land, they burn the towns, make 
slaves of the inhabitants, and kill the cattle. After 
loading themselves with booty, they return to Ma- 
dagascar with the first fair wind. On asking, 
whether they ever ventured in sight of Mozam* 
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biqu(5,— 'Oh, no!' replied he; ^ fliey kDOWjOpr 
pQyver too well.' Its inBularity has prqaervod it 
fi;atQ continei)Jal\eQen|ie3; but I have bo do^bt*,,if 
the^.clwigfy^bpqcfti^i^rs would .muster courage 
tp.try^.th/^y .would sqou have the town^ for the^i^i* 
li^y would abandon it^ and. retire into. the fort. 
CoQie.I dare say they will, for the itch for plunder 
incriea^f^ by practice into an inveterate habk^ and 
is inflamed by success, to multiplied efforts, and 
bawdier exertions. He, said he had asked for tvvo' 
EpgHi^h corvettes^ but. they had not arrived. — 
^ Wjsll,' said I, * can you suggest any. mode by 
whjicb I. can execute my orders to assist you? If 
I go over and see their kings^ will not that be of 
uge?' ^ Oh no I now is their time, if they comp a.t 
alUthis year.' In short, such total apathy, to the 
happipQss or. interests, of those placed under his 
pr/oipctipn .1 jaever beheld. .All I couW collect 
wa^ittb^ft ^ly going to Madagascar would be n^r' 
le3$fiUulefi3 I could see all their yaripus king3 andv 
chiefs in. a. given period. I therefore took le^ve 
of the Governor, resolved to wast^e no more .tiwe 
withtSaqKa drawling sloth. , 

./M acquired some important kqowl^ge fijonpt, 
two4 French gen;Qemen here, as to tl^e i^x^teno^ 
or,nQn?existence of various islets, reefs, and banks, 
ai:oaad Madagascar. From one. Monsieur Sausse^ . 
whohwi-'nuvig^ted in these seas during the last 
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thirty yearg^ I learned that at Quiloa^ spars of all 
sizeSj fit for masts and yards of line-of-battle ships^ 
were to be procured in great abundance^ and very 
cheap ; and that they were^ to use his own expres- 
sions, ^ lagers coiiime les Riga^ et bien flexibles/ 
On requesting a specimen of this wood^ to cany 
to the Admiral^ he replied, that he had none but 
his own masts^ to which, however^ I was wel* 
come, provided I made others. Taking him at 
his word, I changed his fore-top gaUant^mast^ and 
at the same time engaged him^ if the Commander* 
in-Chief should think proper to send transports 
for spars, to pilot them to Quiloa, and purchase 
the sticks that might be required. 

'^ 21st.— I intended to sail at daylight, but the 
wind being rather scant, and the ebb haVing 
made, the pilot thought it dangerous to break the 
ship loose. A dense cloud of very peculiar form 
appeared to precede the sea breeze, but, on in- 
quiry, I found it was rather a fortuitous circum- 
stance, than a characteristic phenomenon.*' 

Detained by this circumstance. Captain Beaver^ 
accompanied by a party of his officers, visited the 
Musreel river, at the bottom of the bay, and the 
government gardens near it* He then continues 
his narrative thus : — *^ Reflecting the whole day 
on the importance of the supply which I had heard 
of, to the Cape station, I determined to visit 
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Quiloa, from Johanna^ myself^ and prevailed upon 
Monsieur Sausse to accompany us. If his state* 
ment be correct, I purpose receiving on board 
Mrhatever spars may be ready cut; and to enter 
into a permanent contract with the king of the 
country. But, if the Frenchman has deceived me, 
my credulity will only add one more to that class 
of people, already so very respectable in point of 
numbers, called dupes. 

^^ Of the harbour of Mozambique^ it is useless 
to add any thing to the admirable plan of it by 
Mr* Inverarity ; nothing can exceed its truth and 
precision, and by it any stranger may safely carry 
his ship into the port. 

^* The defence is a square fort, with bastions 
and outworks on projections of the rock, and, at 
the time of its construction, tnust have been formi- 
dable ; but it is now dilapidated, and has neither 
bombproofs nor casemates. There were about 
fifty-seven brass guns mounted, and twenty 
unanimated embrazures; the ordnance was old, 
and of all sizes, from a forty- two to a four pounder, 
with most of their carriages decayed ; nor have 
they any iron shot for those above nine-pounders, 
several stone balls being placed near each gun in 
lieu. The fort is large and roomy, and has good 
quarters for its garrison ; this at present may 
consist of about five hundred men, of all colours 

S2 
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except white: in short, the Nisus would make 
nothing of it. But notwithstanding its fallen con- 
dition, it !retains an air of magnificence^ and is a 
proof that the Portuguese were once a great and 
enterprising people : and even in ruins, it is worthy 
of the Gamas, the Almeidas, and the Albuquerques 
of other times. 

^^ Elephant's teeth, gold-dust, gums, and cow- 
ries, sustain a languid commerce ; and the free 
people of the once mighty Mozambique, counting 
white, black, and yellow, scarcely exceed a thou- 
sand souls. I did not ascertain the price of food 
here, but boys, about eleven years old, were to he 
bought for ten dollars each! Villanous traffic! 
Every thing else is neglected : all is ruin, and dirt, 
and devilment ; for, as Bombay Jack observes, in 
his characteristic, though simple style, ^ Portugee 
hab too much black wife ; he no woA, no fight, 
no do nothing.'" 

Bombay Jack^ from . an honest shrewdness of 
remark, and his strong attachment to every thmg 
British, had become a general favourite in the 
frigate. But one of his companions, having less 
confidence in the professions of those around him, 
actually became insane, under the absurd impres- 
sion that the sailors sought to devour him. 

A fine breeze wafted the Nisus to Johanna; in 
two days, when the Captain continues thus: — 
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" August 25th. — Having landed the sable am- 
bassador and his. two attendants^ I this morning 
paid a visit to King Allawah, and was received 
with more ceremonious honours than are cus- 
tomary, owing to Jack's report of the liberality 
of the Cape government. Most of our illustrious 
admirals and statesmen^ or rather their namesakes^ 
ostentatiously paraded before me ; and, that no 
mistake might occur, as to who was Howe, or 
Rodney, or Pitt, they wore copper, tallies of their 
dignity on their breasts. After a very formidable 
broadside, of compliments to the English nation. 
King George, and myself, his Majesty proceeded 
to inform me, that his arch enemy, the dissolute 
and potent Queen Vaheeni, of : Bambatouk, was 
dead; and the Malagassi were waging intestine 
war relative to the succession, which would re- 
lieve Johanna for that year. He trusted, he said, 
in future, to our interference ; * but,' added he, 
! if they do continue their hostile incursions, I 
must quit the island ; I cannot live here with my 
lands desolated, and see my women and children 
perisK with hunger; and, if I leave it, all my 
miserable people will follow me.' 

^^ August 26th. — When the King came on 

board to-day, I presented him, from the Governor 

of the Cape of Good Hope, with one hundred 

i muskets, bayonets, and belts; ten barrels of pow- 
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der; ten thousand ball cartridges; and five hun- 
dred flints. From the Admiral, I gave him two 
brass swivels^ with two hundred rounds of car- 
tridges ; and I added from myself^ two brass wall 
pieces^ a quadrant^ a compass^ and some minor 
articles* I also presented his uncles, sons^ and 
chief men^ with muskets^ flints^ and powder^ whioh, 
with a salute of nine guns on their quitting the 
ship^ seemed to give infinite satis&ction. 

^* The bay is extremely fine^ and the gradual rii^e 
of the verdant hills, from the base to the summit^ 
being visible from the anchorage, gives an addi- 
tionally striking effect. 

*^ With an admirable climate and fertile soil, 
Johanna ought to return a richer produce, for 
excepting cocoa-nut oil, rice, and refreshments, 
nothing is particularly attended to. It is an ex- 
cellent place to water, wood, and refresh at ; there 
are plenty of oxen, but no sheep, swine, horses, 
or asses. Of the charges I know nothirig, for 
the King would not suffer us to pay for any of the 
bullocks, fowls, yams, plantains, or maize, with 
which we were abundantly supplied ; a step that 
prevented me and my officers from laying in our 
private stock, as we had intended, for finding we 
cannot evade the civility, we will make the burden 
as light as possible on the poor public. Indeed 
on cQscovering the resolution of Allawah, I had 
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made up my. mind to decline the favour altogether ; 
but our grateful friend^ Bombay Jack^ with elo- 
quent importunity^ fell on his knees^ earnestly 
bagging I would permit him to shew his esteem^ 
to those who had given him ^ ebbry ting.' 

^^ The best anchorage is opposite the middle of 
a cocoa-nut grove to the westward of the town ; 
which last is of irregular form, and walled round, 
with square projecting towers at short distances 
from each other. There are loop-holes for mus- 
ketry, and a few swivels ; but the principal defence 
seems to be in the stones piled up to throw on the 
heads of assailants. The walls are about two feet 
thick and fourteen high^ and consist of stone 
slightly cemented ; they are, however, sufficiently 
strong to repel the attacks of the Malagassi. The 
town stands on the border of the sea ; and a small 
rivulet from which it is supplied with water, runs 
close by, but outside, its western wall. The whole 
is commanded by a couple of hills, from which an 
enemy, merely with musketry, can destroy every 
person who appears in the street ; these hills the 
Malagassi occupied, when they besieged the town 
about fifteen years ago, and thereby prevented the 
inhabitants from appearing abroad, or procuring 
water in the daytime. But so soon as want of 
provisions obliged that improvident and merciless 
people to raise the siege, the Johannese built a 
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castle of twelve siBall guns on the^ntovesit hiU» 
which they surrounded with a high wall, haviBg>'a 
con^munication with the town by means of an 
enclosed steep flight of steps. It is miserably 
constructed ; its walls are any. thing but perpen^* 
dicular; its guns are good for nothing; and it 
would be commanded by cannon from the other 
hill ; but as no cannon are likely to be brought 
there^ it may be deemed a good personal proteo* 
tion — ^though they mtist annually witness the sar 
yage devastation of their herds and their fields. • 
'^ The town of Johanna may be about a mdleia 
circuit; the whole space within the wall is comn 
pletely occupied with houses; the streets are. onlyi 
frpm five to spven feet wide, and present nothing 
but blind stone walla to the passenger « The po^ 
pplation cannot be above two thousand Bouls^/amd 
there is only one more town on the island^ whlck 
is about the same size,, though not so^pppulous; 
Of all the other numerous towns and villages^ 
which studded this island six-and* twenty yeeffs 
ago^ when the Malagassi first became acquaioted 
with it, through the romantic Benyowski^ not one 
remains* , Those ferocious naaraudexs have stortned' 
and burnt them all. But I must not here ente^ on 
the subject of the Johanna wars/ though I ha^ 
collected ample materials; nor on the iniquitous 
conduct of the betrs^yers of the gallant Couat^ 
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6{ which I know.inore> p^rhaps^ thail stny other 
person in the world. How could such a man as 
Rochon be led to sully his pages with such atro- 
cious falsehoods ! It has not only been my fortune 
to meet many persons who knew Benyowski, the 
captain^ and the supercargo who ran away with his 
ship; but at Mozambique I conversed with^ and 
wrote down from the mouth of the very person 
who bought the Intrepid, the particulars of that 
treacherous transaction. I hope at a future day^ 
in Boiy half-pay cottage, to restore this mutilated 
narrative to its proper proportions ; and with the 
torch of truth to expose the yillany of those^ who, 
by the barbarous murder of an adventurous noble- 
man> have so deeply injured the cause of humanity 
in these- benighted regions." 
V « When tiie period for sailing approached, AUa- 
wah and his subjects regarded the departure with 
despondency ; for by an Arab vessel which arrived, 
it appeared that the civil wars in Madagascar had 
terminated— -from whence they foneboded an attack 
at no distant date. As Beaver'is instruction were 
specific, he could only regret the apparent danger; 
but be took leave of the king, and honest Bombay 
Jack, with a sympathy whidi was felt' by all the 
offioeni and crew of the frigate. 

From Johanna, the Nisus stood over to the Afri- 
can^ main, and made Quiloa^ after a passage of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



266 THE UFB OF 

four days ; the consequent occurrences wilt be eon- 
tinued from the journal* ^^ August 3 Ist^^^In UtUe 
more than an hour after leaving the ship^ I arrived 
at the town^ where the heads of the people awaited 
us. To my great disappointment, I found the king 
was at Mongallon^ where we yesterday observed 
Arab flags flying ; and what was yet more mor- 
tifying^ an acute and intelligent minister, Missago^ 
who had long transacted the affairs of the king, 
was dead^ and his place supplied by a stupid^ in- 
active old man. However^ to this person I stated 
the object of my visits and received for answer^ 
that there were no spars ready; but that, as be 
expected the king back in about a week, I had 
better defer making an agreement. Now, as I 
intended to remain only a couple of days, I desired 
him to send people to cut a dozen large trees 
next morning, for which I would pay him hand- 
somely* However, after much waste of words^ all 
that I could procure, was a promise to furnish me 
with men to show me where the trees grew, and to 
assist in getting them down. 

*^ At dawn of day, September 1st, I left the ship 
in my gig, with the barge and large cutter, having 
the carpenter and all his crew, with axes and cross- 
cut saws ; and off we went to attack the timber. 
Our ardour was damped on lauding at Quiloa, for 
the miserable old minister swore he had been un* 
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able to procure us any guides^ but would endea- 
vour to have them by the following morning. As 
I had resolved to sail the day after^ I told him I 
should proceed alone^ and that I would cut what I 
. pleased, without leaving any thing for the king^ as 
was my first intention ; I also asserted, that he was 
betraying the trust reposed in him by his master^ 
by depriving him of a handsome revenue from his 
forests ; for which, if he did justice, on his re* 
turn, he would strike off the offender's head. So 
Baying, I went down to the boat, well aware of the 
freedom I had used, but also well practised in the 
mode of acting with such people. And it had 
some effect; for Mn Sausse, who remained behind, 
soon prevailed on Formo Sani, the king's son, and 
eight others to accompany me; so that we left 
tjuiloa at about eight o'clock. 

*^ Our guides took us up the southern channel 
of the northern branch of the sea, which washes 
one side of the peninsula opposite Quiloa. A fair 
wind and flood-tide carried us rapidly by the man* 
grove-clad shores, to the appointed place, in two 
hours and a half; but as we loitered for some time 
to shoot hippopotami, I should take the distance to 
be no more than thirteen or fourteen miles. Here 
I pitched two tents, and leaving six men with the 
boats, who were armed to defend themselves 
against lions and leopards, I went with the rest 
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about three miles inland^ to a thick brown forest of 
stunted wood. Here^ the natives told me^ ' we 
might cut away, and down came three trees ;• the 
largest was a couple of feet in diameter, and forty- 
nine in length; straight as a poplar, but leafless, 
and without branches till near the head. A small 
stream of fresh water, into which the tide flows, 
runs at about forty yards from them, down which 
I proposed to exploit them to the principal stream ; 
but the tide being already high, it could not be 
done to-day. As the weather was intolerably hot, 
and conceiving these sticks sufficient for a sample, 
for fear of laying up my people, by exposure to the 
sun, I returned with them to the boats, and lefl the 
shore at three o'clock. 

*^ We saw various animals; but the monkies 
amused our men the most: some, which I thought 
wild hogs, the natives called bango, and said they 
were of a difierent species. I might have mistaken 
them for tapirs, had I not recollected that these are 
met with only in South America: others, which 
appeared very large in the distance, and were at 
first thought to be elephants, we were told, were 
neither horses, nor cows, nor deer, and were 
named poonda. We also passed by the remains 
of a rhinoceros and a lion; whilst antelope tracks, 
as well as those of the small spotted leopard, called 
tiger in this country, crossed each other in all 
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directions. .The ,haunts of, the hippopotami were 
incredibly, numprous, and we fired many fi:uitless 
shot at groups of these monsters ; before. the fiijst 
fire, th^y permitted us to approach tolerably near 
th^m^ but afterwards became shy, and dived in- 
steutly. By six we got back to Quiloa^ when the 
minister, promised to send a sufficient number of 
men, to launch and bring down our sticks. On 
this better acquaintance, I complied with his earnest 
and. reiterated request^ to leave him a pair of top- 
mast studding-sail halliards. 

^^ September 2d. — ^After breakfast I went to Qui- 
loa^ taking with me Mr. Sausse^ to enter into some 
agreement with the minister relative to supplying 
a cargo of spars^ as a trial ; and to leave presents 
for the, absent king. On arriving, at the old 
rogue's residence, we learned that nobody had 
gone to launch or tow down the spars ; at which I 
indignai^tly upbraided him; and convinced that no 
faith was to be placed in any of his promises, I 
reclaimed the studding-sail halliards, and turned 
abruptly from him. Before daylight next morning, 
I embarked one hundred of my own men, and 
being met by. Forma Sani, and some guides, we 
soon reached our destination. The largest tcee, 
with considerable labour, we launched into jthe 
creek, when, to my great, mortification, it sank like 
a stone ! Here, then, our hopes were blasted, our 
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time lost, and our toil thrown away! All that I 
had now to do^ was to return as quick as possible 
to the ship, for the heat had been intolerable^ and 
our exposure constant. Picking up stragglers 
occupied us till dark» when I returned to the harge^ 
many of the people not having tasted any thing 
since five o'clock in the morning. 

^^ We had abundance of Hippopotamus shooting 
when going up. One monstrous fellow was on 
shore amongst the mangroves^ but we were un^^ 
luckily on the opposite side of the river; on pulling 
directly for him^ he gazed steadfastly for a minute, 
and then made straight through the mud for the 
water, in spite of the fire of at least a dozen mus- 
kets to prevent him. These animals seem capa- 
ble of carrying a great deal of lead and iron^ for 
besides being evidently struck with a ball in the 
head» I think it likely he had several in his car- 
case: however, as he did not reappear above 
water to snort, for a quarter of an hour, which all 
the others bad done in a much shorter time, I 
think it probably that he was killed, and sunk. 
They were generally in groups of from three to 
seven, though in one place there were about 
twenty young and old ; the smallest being about 
the size of an ass, and the largest between that of 
the bu&lo and the elephant. 

^^ Between nine and ten at night we got back to 
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Quiloa, heartily tired^ and merely stopped to land 
Forma Sani and his men; but learning that the 
king had just arrived^ I sent all the boats except 
the gig on boards and went with Mons. Sausse to 
pay him a visit. Here fresh vexations awaited 
me. His Majesty appeared peevish and sullen ; 
he was sitting in a long hall, with seats around^ on 
which were forty or fifty armed men. I con- 
gratulated him on his safe return to his capi« 
tal ; but it was easy to perceive that my words 
were not well taken. I then entered upon the 
subject of my anchoring at Quiloa, and he cap- 
tiously promised to load a ship with spars^ remark- 
ing that those he should cut would float well 
enough, because he knew which to choose. He 
then rose and retired, desiring Mons. Sausse to 
follow him, and leaving me in rather an embarras- 
sing situation; but when I feel in the rights I care 
for nothing; I therefore gave my armed associates 
stare for stare, and determined to put the best 
possible face on the matter. 

'^ In five minutes, the King and the interpreter 
returned^ and Iwas exceedingly mortified, as much 
as surprised^ at learning that^ on his passage here^ 
one of my boats had pursued his, fired into her, 
and killed two of his men ; moreover, that the 
same boat had attacked another, in which was 
his brother, Solimani, though fortunately without 
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kfHftig' any oiie; ' Tprolested that the' treatrrifem 
whieh he had received was to me incbniprehetr^ 
sftle^ and^ although it had been my intention to 
sail very early, I would assuredly remain a day, 
on purpose to do him justice. I therefore' reqiiested 
he would produce the dead bodies on board the 
Nisus Ae next morning, with the vessel which' had 
been fired into. He promised to come off 'witK 
the dow, but as to the bodies, when he found th'ey 
Were dead, he threw them overboard, for tliey 
were'iherely slaves for traffic. I insisted llikt the 
act 6f hostility against him was unwarrantable aria 
ufapardbnable, and as to the slaifa being slafves, fiie 
lite bf ho human being was to be trifled with, <or^ 
the ball 'which slew them might have killed 'him " 
a tnifH he seemed perfectly alive to. * I then left 
llim, and reached the ship at midnight, after, Ibi* 
this climate, a most severe day's work* ' »' * 

'**Thfe second lieutenant, who had'b'eeiileftin 
dbmrilaiid) informed me, that seeing thre^ dbWS 
ebbing round the jpbint, towards the evenihA^jlie 
ha^ seiit an officer to examine them, ind'lfett^tK^ 
rfdt^ ibfiiigi^^ tb; he had coritmufed chiaaii^' diid^ 
ffrihg ^dt th6niV Now ' one of ttiese •ddws^ hM 
Arab 'co\6\iT3/ and anbthier an Atkh' pehdilm} 
flying*:' 'We kn6w the K!ing was expected- ^ffbhf 
the southward every day; and it scarcely 're J 
quired sagacity superior tb that bf ii brut6, ^6' 
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discover at once^ that these were bis vessels. 
That the officer committed murder^ and deserves 
condign punishment^ I have no hesitation in de* 
daring ; bat when we consider^ that at the time 
of his wanton attack on these semi-barbarians^ a 
hundred of the crew, unarmed^ except as requisite 
for security against wild beasts, were more than 
twenty miles from the ship ; language is insuffi- 
cient to express my indignation at his conduct. 
Suppose the King had been kiUed, what could 
have prevented their exercising a just retaliation^ 
by cutting off all our party ? Their open hostility 
I should never fear ; but in the unguarded confi- 
dence of peace and friendship^ we might, through 
this treacherous and silly act, have been sacrificed. 
Thousands of lives in more civilized countriiss^ 
have been frequently lost by less provocation^ and 
with less apparent justice. 

" September 4th.— About three in the after-- 
noQUj Yousoufou, the King^ came on board, when 
I sent the first lieutenant, and one of the mates^ to 
examine the hull and sail of the dow^ which the 
bullets from the boat had perforated. Their report 
was^ that there were several hdes in the sail^ and 
that a shot had certainly gone through the stem ; 
a considerable quantity of blood was seen on one 
part of the deck, and on a matted seat in another, 
which were pointed out as the places where the 

T 
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two men had been killed. At this momeat, I tmi 
90 earnestly solicited by all the oattves^ to lielke so' 
fttfiher steps in the matter* especially as only two' 
^e^ were lost, that^ to get rid of thor iniporta* 
nity, I gave a promise, which released myself^ m 
YfiAl as otherSf from the unpleasant dilemma. 

^^ After the ouatomary oivilities^ ttnd when tlis 
astonishment of the Saltan (for that is the ttt;le 
wiibh he affects^ rather than that of King) at the 
size of the ship^ had somewhat subsided^ whidi^ 
was not for a considerable time^ I again entered 
upon the subject of a contract for spar9« As hd 
readily assented, I drew up one^ consisting 4dI 
only four articles ; and his secretary, Bona Feebo, 
imiMdiatdiy translated it into Arabic^ with a* 
facility, and so much like a man of business^ that 
I was perfectly astonished. I then made A^ 
Sultan a present of five barrels of gunpowder^ and 
tweihty mnskets; with about half a dozen more to 
Us relations^ or attendants ; and on his leamtug 
th^ ship a little after five^ as happy and as satisfiiki 
as I believe any man possibly could be^ I salmted 
him with nine guns. 

^^ Several of the officers having requested my 
permission to purc^hase, and of course liberate^ 
esxik a boy ; and conceiving that^ in allowing ik, I 
shOiuM ber not only doing an act of incalcalablej 
benefit to the lad$ in question, but aisp furthering^ 
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the intentions of the Britbli lagialatum^ I bw€^ 
tioned the me^fiUFe. The prioea varied fwm 
twelve to geventeen deUara^ and having va^anoiea^ 
I put the purchases on the ship's books^ as boys of 
the third class." 

The ship was now ready for starting^ but^ as q(hi«i 
trary winds detained her till the 10th of Septem-^ 
ber^ an opportunity was thereby afforded of learn* 
ing further particulars of a plaoe formerly powerful 
and rich^ hat hitherto so little known by us^ thai^ 
with the exception of a birig> the Nisus was the 
first British maurof-war which had rode ia itsf 
waters. '^ The harbour^" says Captain Beaver^ 
^Ms very difficult to make^ on account of the 
lownoss and general sameness d* the coast; bat it 
oaabe entered without danger ^t high water^.as 
tha reefs and banks are easily distinguishaUe frpn^ 
diok. It may ]be said^ that the Ida of Qutloa 
forms two harbours^ as there is only a shajHow 
dianael bdaveen th^n ; the southern of these is « 
magnificent port, capable of contaipii^g^ in perfeot; 
safiaty^ an unmense fleet. Which g£ these e^hpuld 
be chosen, as an anchorage^ must depend on the 
state of the monsoon for egress, for they are both 
equally secure for ships of the largest size^ The 
i^and of Quiloa is too small and too ^ow, to ha^« 
any natural run of water, the inhabitants^ thece^j 
fore, are scantily supplied from wells. Wood iS' 
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wi rq(re^euts<» ejfxjept pl^n|:^n8^ ^qgiarijpui^,, gii^f\ 
«Oipp?rjipts„ are both io^iff^T^nt andspaf^?.;, ;:,|,. i 
. f* -When Vasco de Gama first visited , these frp- 
giojis^the kingdom of Quiloa was the mo^t pptenl^ 
and extensive on the eastern qoast of Afric^,; A|; 
qneid^^ the first Portuguese adndralj. who sK:^ually 
anchored in the port, Was presented with an extraqt 
pfjit^ history, containing a regular succession of it^ 
p93yonarq)is^ from Ali^ the founder, to Ibraim^ t^ 
jtl^n reigning sovereign^ a space of four hundred 
l^ears; and they have continued their recor4s to 
^he present hour. The extent of its territory^ 
jthpi^h far inferior to former times^ is by no meanis 
l9op^^^tible ; it comprehends the sea coa3^ ai^ 
isl^^s^ from Delgado to Mombaz^ a ^ace^ of six 
degrees of latitude. About thirty years sl^o, the 
Jrnaupi of Muscat conquered the Quilo^n st^te of 
^Zangibar^ where he has ever since maii^s^ined a 
garrison; and as other parts were successively 

elf submitted to. receive an 

le royal dignity and succes- 

1 in the ancient Mporisl^ 

; satisfied with receivii^g^^ 

''ousoufou^ who traces back 

his ancestry for upwards of seven hundred y.ears, 

seem^ to derive but little permanent revenue fronji 

his r^Jflms; ai]\d although indispfitajbly aclipwr 
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i\?i^^erf lifen ^nrfhis stibjeoW seetii mote'ffie elR?ct tif 
habit than idoerclon- Despotism/ whether iiisihjp^ 
dr'hfereditAry/is afike detestable; yet it Will not 
fee ddniedj' that a ruler without authority is ii 
sdJleinii mockery of human institutions^ ' 

' '•^The island of Quiloa has been the royal resi- 
dence, with a few exceptions during dissension^, 
from the foundation of the monarchy. It is ^botit 
three miles in length, by two in brieadth, low^ attd 
v6ry fertile; it is placed longitudinally acros^ fh6 
mouth of two deep bays, leaving an openihjg a(t 
either end of it, and thus forms the two secur^ atrA 
nohle harbours which I have mentioned. WhfeA 
ttle Portuguese first visited this island, its iaplti^ 
was described as large, opulent, and weH builf*; 
^'avmg stone houses of several stories, with i^tj, 
raised roofs, protected by a citadel, adorned with 
stately towers, and surrounded by a ditch. But 
the present town, if to ailed, cori* 

sists inerely of a numb< d frotn the 

^)argi^ of the sea, to ihore ; tie 

fflittering white of bnl is enliven^ 

nd embellishes the aetropolis. 



>ne of these, a spaciL_^^ r and lo 



l^uiiding, is occupied by lYousoijifou.; tne second 
heldnjgs to the King's brother, Splimani! /Oh tli^ 
J'J^W. point stands the Fort, of aii indifferent 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



278 THt hltB OP 

Kdtadgvdar figure^ havitag a round tower^ and 
embattled walls, with loop-holes fot the ^charge 
of musketry, or arrows ; thred small guns am 
moubted, and two of them pointed at the Kiog'i; 
house. In thb miserable wwk resides the Arab 
garrison of about a dozen men ; who keep the 
place in awe. 1 observed the remains of solid 
avails and various buildings in better stifle; but 
insufficient to recall its former reputed magiii&. 
oence. There is only this town on- the island; 
though habitations are scattered all over. the put 
tivated parts ; and its population appears to he 
between five and six thousand souls. 

^^ The inhabitants are an indolent^ pusillanimous, 
inofiensive people; many of whom, from their o&ut 
ffiercial connexion with Mauritius^ Bourbon^ and 
Iklahe^ speak the Flrench language tolerably weU. 
Ihey are accused of being what the French torm 
"^ fin^' which is not to be wondered at^ eonsidering 
who have been their European tutors, and ihai. 
tiie intercourse has been merely a. trafiio in hu^ 
man flesh. Of the EngUsh, the Quiloans mt&roe 
know more than the nanle; and what they know^ 
ilKff derived through the French, who oannot, 
I believe, be justly reproached for repieseni^ 
nig the Bi^itish Nation in too favourable a light. 
TSiey feel, however, very sensibly, that we have 
diflkkiiBhed Ikeir wecdth, by ^bsitig tbe. channel 
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ihmugh which it flowed ; for they see that tibe Gallio 
poweir is atinihilated m these seas, and that the 
odious trade in slaves is abolished. They have a 
general and just impression that we are no triilecs ; 
but the English character cannot yet be very po* 
pular at Quiloa; and it is to necessity I may assign 
Yousoufou's so readily concluding the contract with 
me. Tlieir timber, their wax, their ivory, and 
their tortoise-shell will be a more rational mode of 
directing their commerce, and replenishing tfaeir 
cbflfers, than the desolation of families;*— darimess 
shoald always give way to light. 

*^ Notwithstanding these apparently unfavoai^ 
able circumstances, I see no ditBculty in sincerely 
attaching this people to the British : YoBsoafou^ 
I know, wishes to drive the Arabs off his territoryt 
but without some powerful protection, is afraid of 
\DOhseq«ieiioes. He^ however, makes silent and 
<)autiottS preparation, and has several cannon, with 
«mall arms and powder, oonoealed in his house: 
4$ven thenfiuskets and ammunition which I gave him, 
h^ landed in the night. Now, to fix^ to riVet the 
al^tions of the Quiloans, I would, at the written 
Bolidtation of the Sultan, put the Arab governor 
And his garrison into a boat, and send them to 
Muscat, with this message to fteir ikiaster-— ^ Tliat 
4he Sultan of Quiloa, having entered into, a treaty 
cf amity witii the British nation, had tomplained 
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frob governors ap]f)cflttted Vj the lodaiiih df Musicatt 

ahi'tequestM its aid to pi*evcnitlife samteiJ-'-i^lSit 

file British had therefore, at the ^tttt^atjr of «W& 

idly, seized those who had dared'tcf iniHh^e'ott iHft 

independency of Qniloa, and returtaedtiiem to^th^ii* 

native country; determined in future t6 gti*tfaii«^ 

the rights of Saltan Yousbufou/ After tWs liies^ 

^age, I am inclined to think we sh6ald.heart)f tl6 

iiore Arabs at Qu36a; andibrthas rendering ftiik 

^hdepeiident, all I should require on the'9ult&h% 

t)artj would be, a scrupulous fulfilment of4he'<«#* 

irabt I made with him ; that is, that he ^\M Uti^ 

^*^f ui anntlally with four hundred lar gb sparl^j 'ffk 

ihi(* W ishould regularly receive the rtJiitflafcia 

pA6e[ Do *Ms, ! ssfcy, and the Quilt^nS' wiR4)ls 

Wkcbtd tdfhe British for ever.^ - :. nl . 

^ ' V^Wlstihe Kisus remwued at Q^Soa, a'pf&riy 

'^r^he officers, consisting of lieutenairt 0tdp(bril^ 

^^i^.'Priet*; thelSurgeoii, and a midsittpmanj^JmiMi 

'ibi- aday's ^ort ; expecting to find abu&ddiicffi^i4)f 

atitel^e^ and birds*. The spot they chose^ wiis 

^ifttoVettSdi t0 their cosl^ ta * be an islandy at' hfj^li 

nwdtdrr fitott tte tkannd which, in order to pen*- 

h*at6»itflftfldj they with labou? and dlffitulty omM 

^'^tt6Wiffiier^ ifarDUgb deep mud and aitas^ldd nbt 

'ot'kmAgtowSy becaix]»e' perfeibtly impsi^able on 

'4h6it i^tuM; ' ^!%^OFbsl>wai& stunted, 4bi:^ wte^i^lt)^^ 
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y(^,$pwFfief tljetsw wtm^y hot;. ?m(jl. )m:^^ f^ 
iRKfexif .bwRiaa JjWJgs tp be. met with, excppt in the 
£i:iW4<^urrQf! fprmeir days, intimated by the mpsmfi 
x:^\[^f^hw^^i^gs^ ngw rendered diflS wit of acQ«^ 
«l}yj*tlj^ jliji:i^wapt vesgetation of a tropical cliipalj?; 
.Tbl^PQi^difioes appeared to deserre clo$e inyestigar 
jUqHj b(iVtUe tracks of beasts of prey observed dur«> 
^\kgj^dayy and th^ approach of evening,.rqiid^;rei3i 
Jit;i^e^pssary to seek the landing pla£^,^h/^re. th^ 
^l^t;,li^d been appointed to npqet tl^em* Xh? 
fljW^njffg'rS rioute.wap acourately retR»ce4i. ^^ut thf 
j^wipg, of tl^e tide had altered the.whole. fep^ pf 
flijitiwe^ , . In vain they struggled to wade, .thjf^pijgh 
it^.TOftW^ i^d iu vain, torji bojth jn cl^il^^j^jqift^ 
.s|c|fi,,0iey/i»Bde a circuit of several wle» to dpyfelp 
this new body of water. Night earner qj^-f-thi^y 
vwwfthpard .signal guns, from the.Nisw^ ti^#ect 
.thdhrjetepa; and ttiey fired thek pieces m vq^itsf, 
ib(ft|ttitgMthe .$^ reach the hoai^ji {wb?^ 

i<ih^}hiid. do doubt, were searching for .th^m« \mt 
v&e jrowr.of wild, beasts wa«. the ipnlyranawer- 
jfVVom! Qttfe with fotigue/ the party tookiup ,9* .pofii- 
imi} in a «Poki;near the ^hore^ wHJb thf», watm^^4n 
[ife»ti mA fwtf j5ed ;by: impewtfaWei bni^tfftod 1^- 
)hni^ PQ; that leoQmies^f either biped .er )%aadiHi|)f4> 
(oo^dnotapproaeli witibiouAibeing qbg^rv^H iH^ 
x^h^y Bwdnivfr terg©i feeyaed: «xf)*«teditprbprft(pp- 
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Biained till the morning'^ when the shouts of their 
shipmates agreeably sainted their ears 2 stfll neitber 
their answering voices, nor tiie report of their tmiB^ 
kets were heard, so embowered were they by thick 
foliage* The boats persevering^ however^ in their 
endeavours, at last arrived within haal of the 
exhausted sportsmen^ who^ in the stillness ty[ ihd 
iiight> had been tantalised for two wearisome hours 
by the distant splash of oars. On reaching the 
ship^ Captain Beaver, having endured much appr6- 
hensioH for their safety^ gravely said, •^Gentiemen> 
if you cannot take care of yourselves in iliese AM- 
can woods, I shall, in future> keep you on board*** 
fnit he softened the censure by adding^ that ^^ the 
service would have sufifered by their loss." 

Tiie Captain, alluding to the foregoing inddeut^ 
continues his journal thus:— ^^ The evening* befot^ 
Me sailed, owing to a chapter of moving* accidetits 
by land and flood, some of the officers were nearly 
condemned to a night's lodgmg am<mg the ptOk- 
thers and leopards of the jungles. Understanding 
irom the Surgeon that, in their ^s:cursion, they had 
stumbled oh some extensive ruins, at Pagoda 
Point, en the south side of tibe harbour^ I went 
witii him and Monsv Sausse to explore l^m. The 
,whole site is overgrown with underwoodi but I 
saw all around imposing vestiges of an ancient po- 
fatten. I iM not refiiaiu long enough- to otake 
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fiuoh a careful examination as they demand^ be- 
cause Yonsoufou had Bent me Word that he would 
^kit me fa]> the evening; and I had a thousand 
^uestbns t6 ask him. Close to the water was a 
very strong parapet wall^ and about a hundred 
yiards further^ a spacious cemetery. In an angle of 
the enclosure to this area^ were the fine^ though 
small remains^ of a handsome mosque — silent as 
the dead who were strewed around; it was about 
twenty feet long^ a dozen broad^ and ten in h^ght^ 
by guess* The roof appeared to have consisted 
of six domes^ in two rows. An adjacent building, 
of much larger dimensions^ was divided by lon^- 
tttdinal compartments^ or aisles; and I was much 
struck^ on entering the east doorway> to observe 
on either side, two perfectly Saxon arckes-*-9Xi urch 
^s different from the Moorish horse-shoe^ asit is from 
the Gothic. Further on were the ruins of a spacious 
^ifice^ which I thought must have been the hal^- 
tation of a ruler, for it united the capacity of a pa^ 
koe \ri^h the strength of a castle; and was more- 
over judiciously placed, so as to command the en- 
trance df the harbour. A tree^ of nine feet in 
;droumfersnce^ rising within one of its former 
rtx)mS) and several of considerable size growing 
<on the remaining walls, sufficiently befl^>eak both 
giBiideilr and antiquUy.^' 
- Quittinil^ Quiloa^ they stood to the N.£.^ aad oh 
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Mhtmh ^M«Sfr; Th^ dhit> ii^as cbtimeted\tif^m 
westward of the great bank of Mahe, but i^ub^qlfeiir 
examiiiatiOQ tendefd to prove thai: Tasi jilatiorm 
to be cdnsideraWy more extensive th^in fiSffi^ifft? 
delineated. "'This/* says Captmn Beaver^, *'^ii»2ftf 
dBth^^eiit shoals of Saya de Malha^ and'Carga- 
dog» ^fibottld be exarainbd at the public cfaalrge^^ tvi^ 
if 'tlle!e*pense were to amount even to fifty tHdu^' 
i^ftn(l pounds^ I contend that the benefit a6ct-dii^|^ 
fi^'t^e survey would render it an act of edbnolfl^ 
AtiioHgfet other advantages, if it be born6 inonili^* 
IbkHhe'SeydieUe^isldnds are free from the itiHtir^ 
ofKia-^iidfafeSj-the niarty and cdmfbrt of tKeW 
ehdragei*'*rill^pearcbrisiderable. Thereai^iiiJii^ 
niahy -people of local knowledge, tracfingiA&abiy 
tante'of flie islands, who could conduct vi^sSl^ 
difectlf to the dbj^cts required; but if WAi kdt^ 
gpfeWfflyiVAil OiiftelVes' of such adventitfdui^^diar 
thfe i?^orii' may hereiafker cost double the sum wfefcll 
tWiliM* ribW be tfeqtrired. Of these people, Vo^ife' 



paks ^vWil !fe^ a^ Sttl6^kii6wii 'tb' the kttid^M^ 
a^'WHhiJse dhhe Iste 6f*Sky; for it was ffie>l<if^ 
traffic Wh4;h'M ihem Mfcer, and tbkt is ndw ai^^-^ 
fiffli^di'^^VWaii^ fetic^-ibiiiiitous hikts; I'^^ 
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4yWff wnpuigypyagei^i .for 4h0^gh A0 p0sltiw* 
TOgfhtjh? ,cqrf£ict^, bvWoa tb«ff»rs reqiiwe iiflwltot 

^l?-,iy^-^finefJ'-'- f'" •' ^' ''•• ■"• '^- 

^, f^(j)frt^Q group pf islands wUdi studs tbis^b^^y'; 

99a^p^s. our obs^vaut officer^ -^Mahe.is 4he» 
jjl^^jb^beiag about twenty miles in Iengtb>.^<| 
frojcn two to sevi^nin breadth; with a: population 
^f 340 whites^ 141 free Hacks, and 9d33 .dlay^>, 
who live in a rural seclusion^ worthy of thfi p^t oC 
Stt Pfer^, Praslin^ so called from the Q^ofj^ 
mm^f is, the next ia size and population io .Afs^^i ;. 
it|)iflipjplwty of water, and is remvkaU(?.for beiflg 
il^e.iPJ^y place ip the world, where? that; wt^toifdiH 
n^^., plant,. the sea cocoa^mrf;,, iS:.ltnowii:-tQ.gff()vr#> 
^Ihpfi^tte.holds the third rank;.itiii^hjigh«mlv^i^i^ 
iij l^jiijtUne, but as yet is only the haunt pC gwtef> 
iplfp);^y and wild fowl. The jUles of &U Aw^flp 
t^^ P^rj^ were always reserved, by. the; Fiaenohgftr. 
Tprpment for supplying their jsbjips. yd^ ^90^ 
^pyiflg steadily rejected€veiy.apptic»iv>n<.*whi9j^ ifift 
dividuals made, to apjwppriate tbein- Wbeft, %p^/ 
fprejvthis ArQhipel8igo,was takpn pp^sftipn ,9f;b3f^ 
%Nbps> I.Q)iime4,tb^^ft.a?,Aii^^Mw^^^ 
tfff\^j^. wl?ifih c^aimJ ,9ffi(^yr?][<*d^^ ll^ff^^ii^^i^^ 
proper authoptips* » YQi.I,nojir,^H^J^ ^l^^^^f^tH,^!^. 
islands have been ^cony^jrte^ ^?^!^ iPW*^ f^PI^Fti 
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of a grant mostilldgqlly miule, To coraptdiQ tii^ 
businesSs I was refuged periqission to eut w6od> oi| 
the very spot, wbieh 4uty to .my oounby ha^ 
prompted me to reserve, for a publiq supply <tf tba*^ 
mdisp^nsable article. I shall r^pre^eqt this W^^ 
gance in such a light, to th^ CominaoderHifi-ehief^ 
$s Itrdst will teach these eastern civilmns, that 
they are not at liberty to violate any of our natipnal 
engagements with impunity." 

The $ea cocoa- nut^ thus alluded to, being verjr 
Httle known, I may be excused a slight d^es^ioa 
respecting it. This singular production acquired itt 
name on the shores of India, whither it floated, and 
was found, before the place of its growth had bean 
discovered ; and if was therefore considemd to be a 
ihiit from the depths of the ocean. An idea of it^ 
$ize may be formed, by imagining three or four larga 
nylons, with hard black shells, enclosed togetfafer 
in a strong fibroua rind. They are multiform, bui 
usually double; and one side has been held to be 
poisonous,^ if the other be not eaten as an antidote^r-T« 
a prejudice which insures its entire consumption^ 
Every part of the tree is useful; the stem affords tini^ 
ber ; the envelope of the nut is twisted into ropes 
and mats ; ike leaves are applied to huts, hats, and 
numerous other purposes ; whilst the shell of the fruit 
supplies jars or bowls, dishes or platters, according 
to the directioi) in whidi itis out, and the taste <^ iba^ 
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. eutten I miety also mention^ in additioa to wbat h^n 
been observed by Captain Beaver, that the S^-^ 
: - ah^Uts were discovered by {janarus Ricault^ in 1743^ 
;, and named afler one of the Frenoh ministers; bu^ 
1: from the abundance of cowries, and the beauty o^ 
- various other cypreoas found there» pur sailors, na^ 
jf tardily enough, think them the Sea-ahdl islands. 
J They afford pine-apples, plantains, bananas, tar 
marinds^ cocoa-nuts, and other tropical fruits in 
,. profusion; sugar-canes, yams, cas^ada, rice^ and 
',^ Qotton, are the principal objects of cultivation ; and, 
their various hard woods, black, yellow, and re4> 
are in high requeat. Their beef is excellent, the 
goat's flesh extremely well-flavoured, and a nutri*^ 
tious food is found in the terrapin, or land tortoise,. 
The groves are frequented by parrots, of gorgeous 
plumage, and amongst the flying species, are num*. 
bers of immense bats. Rock-fish of every de-^ 
soription, and fine turtle, are extremely plentiful,, 
so that these islands, being also free from storms, 
are really enviable. But no part which I hava 
visited is so infested with sharks^—^the blue, the 
white, the tiger, the hammer-headed, and indeed, 
most of the varieties of that voracious tribe. In 
Jaauary, 1805» an enormous monster was taken in 
Mahe Bay, while cruizing round our ship, in com- 
pany with many of her kind, and surrounded by. a 
aomecotts progeny. She was caught with a smalk 
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boQk^ which had been baited for rock-i^h } and it 
was tsurprising that her attempts to escape^ should 
not have disengaged her. On the first perception 
of danger, and while she was being dra^wa along- 
side, the fry entered the mouth of the d^m, to 
seek safety. With some difficulty and much dei^- 
terity she was secured arid slung; but such was the 
weight of the prey, that it required the forei and 
main yard tackles to hoist her on board., Afiei^ 
giving sundry violent flaps, she was overpowered; 
and I saw with astonishment, on a large gash being 
made in the belly, no less th^n thirty-eight yoi^ng 
sharks tumble out of the orifice afive ! They were 
each nearly two feet in length, and their mouths 
admitted a man's hand with ease. i 

Returning by the Isle of France to the Cape or 
Good Hope, our skilful officer appears to have 
been again diligently employed, in correcting the. 
hydrography of the several places which he visited. 
On the 5th of November, in latitude 34* 80' south j' 
and longitude 27** 30' east, the look-out people sud-* 
denly saw a phenomenon, which has no doubt often^ 
placed a danger on the charts of those, who take 
no trouble to search after truth. Ciaptain Bekyet' 
says, — ^^ Discoloured water, having all the ap-^ 
pearance of a shoal, being reported to me as not ' 
£ir off, I went upon deck to examine it, when the ' 
man at the mast head called out that there was ^ 
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liaore abottt a mile off on tlie larboard bow. Thg 
ship was instantly brought to^ and boats wer^ 
sent to ea6h patch ; for I certainly never saw any 
thing tliat so ciosely resembled shallow water: 
iudee(|, nothing but the examinatiop which we in- 
sfitdted would have convinced me that they werQ 
ipidt dangers. The first patch was of au oval form-i 
nearly half a mile long, and looked exactly like,?^ 
BanK of sand eight or ten Ceet under water* witfe 
ivell-defiiied edges. The second spot was cppsir 
deralDlyJarger, and of more irregular outline^ :bujl^ 
had equ^y the same appearance of ^ sanij banl^ 
or coral reef. Howeyer^ when the boats, returc^dj^ 
we found they had gained no bottom vfith^ one 
]^UAdre4 stnd fifty fathoms of Hne ; and that th^ p^e- 
nom^nop was occasioned by inconceivable JKiyriads^ 
oif ^niiQals^ which> from specimens we procured^, 
I.iopn^Ihad neither seen before^ nor met w^thj 
ai^ description of. Their transpaceijit and cylim-^ 
dfical.bpdieswere of the consistence of blubjber^,. 
roi^id^d at ope end, and, as it were^ cut jorf 
objiquely .at the pther; being about thre^-(^u^rter^ 
QJ[ an if^h. ia length, and rather more than a (jiia^er^ 
in fiiapaesten Two delica|;e fibres were Jvi|;t. percep- 
tibly, dividing the body longitudinally,, and four 
others, nejir^y equidistant, transversely ; the.oblique ^^ 
part, w^s covered with a circular membraae, hav- 
ing two rows of minute pearly beads around its 

u 
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oircumfe^ence^ and ftn integument like a Idop^ ^i^' 
the bight out\fard6, at its centre. Tiro feelera; 
nearly aB long as the iuseot^ projected straight hb^ 
fore it ; and the respiration wa» wonderfully per- 
formed by a series of valves, working like the me*^ 
chanism of many pairs of chain pumps. Oh, rulers, 
of the globe^ how insignificant are ye^ after all I 
The bucket which had been dipped amongst them 
was crowded to excess; yet in the most lively 
manner, they frolicked and practised all their evo* 
Itttions, without running foul of each other ; the mo-^ 
tion, to be sure^ was rather ungraceful, being by 
sodden jerks^ stem foremost." 

On the following day, a fine ship under Ame- 
riean colours, joined company with the Nisus, and 
both parties being ignorant of the war, they saBed 
very peaceably near each other for a week ; but 
afterwards, on arriving at the Cape, and hearing' 
of hostilities, the disappointment of the crew WM? 
proportionate. Captain Beaver immediately hauled 
out, with a view of intercepting her, though he bad 
only two days' bread on board ; in spite of a sharp 
look out, he missed the prey; which, however^ 
runnhtg into Table Bay, was there promptly taken 
possession of. 

Our indefatigable officer's services were now 
drawing to a close ; a disorder, supposed to have 
been contracted on the pestilent shores of Batavia^ 
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had been making insidious encroachments on a 
constitution naturally vigorous^ but perhaps some- 
what debilitated by climate and hard duty : and. 
the late exertions at Quiloa were considered rathef 
imprudent. Zeal and energy bore up his spirits^ 
yet his mind was irresistibly engrossed with consi^ 
derations of the future ; he became painfully soli-^ 
citous to rejoin his family ; and it was with infinite 
satisfaction that he at length found the ship ordered 
to St. Helena^ towards the end of December, to 
collect convoy for England. From lett^s written 
about this period^ and their not containing the 
slightest hmt of bodily sufferings^ his connexions 
were already prepared to greet him^ with all the 
affection which so estimable a character inspired ; 
they indulged the fond hope that he would soon 
reap the reward of past exertions; and by return- 
ing at the close of a successful war, enjoy the 
honours which he had feo meritoriously earned. 
Tain anticipation ! The prospect of such happi- 
ness was blighted, by the abrupt announcement 
of his death ! While the solace of domestic en- 
dearments and social intercourse seemed to await 
him, his precarious tenure had already expired ; 
and the pmns and pleasures of this world were 
closed upon him for ever. 

Mr. Prior, to whom I have already been greatly 
indebted, has furnished me with so feeling and 

U 2 
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idt^t^tillgf>illrltte|c»t^tieo(>b6^{dl6^kBt>{tn^ 

j«Kitiea ia'TAf owd feeUngfs^ OT'teitisdalBiriBpwfirQi 
I not to give it in his own wordrii'^-'b ^-il !o Jiiiijb 

' ^I have maoh pleasure^*' he imbsB,^ ^^mhdknng 
testinlofty ta my late oommanderls fnsrits// aadi^ 
Yra& nndoubtodly a most able and aeaVms^teScar^ 
and on hononraib^ man; and^ iiftec i tinted ykft^ 
dose observation in a ship, where ihdp^oiiliaiiliffit 
ef"all|'On boArd becooie as well known aisiitbitt 
pfivaiii feaiilyv Where^ in fact, no ohdiBotdosttlt 
eatf 4)e*long<»acea]ed ; I conceive my^^uok^a^ 
eqdbled to judges, but also entitled to Istaike v|beo»i 
snli/^of loy jodgttieiit. . > -la* .^Tii^i 

. u^ j^eflsodfnnifli .ah excdlent caostitiiliKfenomoi 
ttaiperald bbbksylte had been aa attet* ftkra^gfii^idf 
sdriotisilhiess/ since the Afncaa ex]^bdi(k«)af;^fia# 
nqM allowed tbertnselves less indiil^qe6;ifki xtl»| 
boldest weather he iwnld not hofviei E:fibe<; liajralimsf 
vibissitadek^he stidcmi resoHed e3gkmigi\ibiff9&A 
^oati aiidy when assailed by dndbpdsition/jaiiiagrs 
jpifGffeig^fl hftni^btf 'indepead^xsC'iiisdifiBeho .U^ 
h(^ cm&riH«d^4hQde' j^eeijildi 
txMiraaacfailsttengiiifof liudd^^ ha)fhad£ihetti880ii^ 
toibed/<Gr depemiloidy.tq90B:hitaitelC hild 4Ue^fi^ 
ii6n($ii^/iijb^aps //with ptaY^i»lrfe[ vmJoiesa^ 
^t jtlh^s-iexitrdlieaQs .iftdifs mev^. »< AlgmafeTdi^ 
gsq^ ouiinecMsaiy'tdo. tthei jMakbvofiistlttirlQiBm 
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fi»nfia^ii^)f^ihhiBjQfcb<(^Mojiai t]^byprfer»a^fiL4^©.thi 

minor Qehndah^dkgre&i Ipasifiot but e»teir into iihe[ 

detail of his dissohitioBu * in I 

'^>{1hJ?<dba5^*i»mirrkrhere, tbat: daring the^ flite^ 

ydaRr^weiwOTe iogfetIia*> and enjoying, I believe^ 

1^ >i(lsteeiii J ' : withont an ini^ruptioDv h6 never 

iipfdied to me: professionally but on^ previous; 

toMiiis lasft^iUiiess^^tbis was % day or^twb^afteb 

andfabrifig' in Batavia Roads. The* symiitoirte 

tiikiaitaed dysentery/ the most 4estrii<^y^ dtieaaq 

i^if^^iieaded on that ooast ; and I ui^ecl hinsi Jtre*^ 

fmoBdty^ftiaiido jdin a' dinner party of bro&ersiap'r^ 

tains, on board one of the frigates at anbhof . Aflee 

fafttie rdx^bepaiion, and learning fmm ' me iffl the 

b^at(i)|g8ti)f hi&case/he, at lehgiii^ said^ ^bexqiasii 

ifh&gk^iiliii^^Rglyv go; for] after coming so ifarilQ 

jdlh lan; e&peditibn; it would ha^ve a straifgeiafH 

j^ta^odeii to be taki»t ill immediately^ on ^amtiL* 

^dd^din^y • be. i^ht, &oiigh I aldarly saw , b^ 

tD^ffi^fad ''mtieb ' more vthan he aoknowlddged. I 

j^iyi&red.a.prcHiiise^ however> iwhieh .ta ;hij»r iwfi| 

tldvsa(bificby to tains^ • Utile ibod^ « Andl a^ mm. lN4 

s^riofisiiMOniveiiience' fdUowed^; mdiUhmm^t 

figld)' b^ idid ,Hot< take qoy tnediGiQe: L Ob! -etiier 

oeGBtsiiMB LwtuirperfQctl^ aware d£>]pi^(^ 

^^ifmgjffom seveie isMk^ ^orrothefcmae'; ^jTeifjUtt 

wiwieitheflrtaBoyd •toH^laitit^t .6r cxaeki fKit?0OQi}«f^ 
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his repugnance to be under obligati(m to tbe heal- 
ing art. Even virtues carried thus far^ at length 
degenerate into weaknesses. 

^^ On the morning of our entering IVtble Bay, 
towards the end of March, 1813, about an hour 
before arriving at the anchorage. Captain Beaver 
summoned me to attend him^ ^ It is not often, 
Mr. Prior,' said he^ smilmg^ ^ that I pefsonaQy 
call upon your professional attentions, but I do not 
feel quite as I could wish ; I have been uneasy for 
several days ; I have not relished my wine, or ny 

' snuff; and when this is the case^ I am sure I an) 
not well/ Upon further enquiry, I found to my 
astcmishmenta that the functions of the intestinal 
canal had been obstructed^ with one exception, for 

' a space of ten days ! I pointed out in as strong 
terms as I oould use, the necessity cif hayii^ re* 
course, to immediate measures for relief, and of 
the danger which in all probability impended over 
hnn« He seemed inclined to acquiesce, but after 
taking two w three turns across the caUn, m deep 
thought, replied, * Were I at sea, I should «er« 
tainly do as you desire ; and I tberelofe regiet 
not mentioning the circumstances, to you yester* 
day ; but to-day, it cannot be — I must anchor the 
ship; I must wait upon the Admiral; I have 
several other parsons to see upon matters which I 
do not like to postpone; in short, it will ael be ia 
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• pay poweif U^^j J hut .to-.mQm)y^, certainly;^ should 
I not :fe&( ](>ett0r, I wiU Qf>nmpt ta ifvihateYer you 
command me to do/ 

f I tried tq obang^ this d^tenwnatioa in yain* 
^is ^^olutipps onqe taken, were Qom.moDly unal- 
t^rableu lutendiog to sleep on sho^Q that nighty 
)i0 promised that the first boat next mormng ahoiild 
uppme me of bis situation ; ^ven this he thoi^t 
a great concession, 

^' I was roused early on the following* day, by 

information that I was required on shor^ imme- 

di£|te}y« On entering the Captain> rQOin> I found 

.. there the surgeon and assistant^aurgeon of ihQ 

Naval Hospital^ who had ^at up with him during 

thQ n%bt. Hi& first salutation was^ ' Oh t Mr. Prior^ 

had I taken your advice yesterday mwungj I 

might not now be in the painful »ituatk)n in which 

I am.' This was said« not at all in a quendaua 

-Im^p but in a calm and qoUeetod nianner* He 

Wsmt qn to depmbe thatj on landing the preceittng 

; igi9Qnoon« partly in hopes of being useful a$ an 

aperinnt^ and partly to gratify a young midship^ 

• man who accompanied himi ha had purchased 
i^cMne v^ fine grapesi of which he atei finely* 
The day wa9 spent in walking about in the sun^ 
QS^iqg upon his frienda* While 4t thq talpJl^ of 

! Admiral lyier, at dinner^ ha wa^ Ijakcn violently 
ill^ and towards the conclusion oi itj was obliged 
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toirett^i >' {'nfevptiHi 'ivei^askliaAotneiite^/until 
Bis «9oA7>i«da»& extrfen)e;< ''M ^Ms4iaSf kA^^H^- 
shove ^oiMts b9iog<i haiiidd up) tsotlfofAitdbiy'^'ic^faf* 
oiilotiiaI>iieguIatiDn> no mdssag^'douid/b&^is^t ^ 
to tbe t^ip. Dr. Duke was, th6iisft)i!^i ealled'ljijt 
M^j'per6emng the diseluse to 'b^ >eiitertt{Sl'Q(j^ 
inflamiriatBori of tHe bowels, had recburse^O' ih^. 
maet aotive' means for relief; whibh' w^re ftii^i^ii^^ 
tatdly continued dirough the trigbt. !Ke suffsf^d^ 
ibk ttinet exeraciflfting torments without a ffidrmcir^' 
tlMl[ifi»<titadd wlnc^ he professed, and falwaysTiiU^I 
played, notonce ideserttDg him. And hi ^his^h^^^ 
less stftt^ I found him. • s„I4<jk 

•o"^s^t!tlt!g-ihe fatal termination of tiie teoiwit 
pl^idt^'hii'ehtimred how long itwasprebiaBIdflifb'i 
ira^f bb'fpn^gfed, ' should the Sjrmptl^soioit 
amend: 'Do you doubt my fortltad*?* feabt^bwi 
cftlpafy,' seetog me hiasitate in the teply; *iy004le6d 
not;' s^i^afwuif death witii resignation: I) have 'km^I 
looisei*?t^>tliie"f(Mee Without Mr/add'^w^il^fadtl'^ 
I^ittm6te^Mto#? Tfeell iUannot'liVe iol^'Jirf ^I 
skk^i (lte= #asitili»9 ttirUhiiig in Hie 'teoisi'x^da^di 
fifr^efhuy^s)] therdftweuse nottnrieioesiatyr^sewileW. ' 
be'taffdift/*' ^lSi6ii^a<i«holytitith being detreikwditl 
h€>ii»(9tiyted74*4tti> pecUltkr ^Aergf; ^ 'Deiith feiJ^oq 
teHftWter id0j^fet= trie^ iaWfel womenifam^rewHc^" 
it(%nK^]^f >^4im'<lu^^i^d<|i to^ fii^ «lsi'm^i; Mei^j 'ikfid:: 
trust I have noliNeii afgtedtf siAfl^l*:/ i ■ - ■ ^' >>- 
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} ; rf f ^Viih^w ijwii«sse4y prepiaij^tory W' being ' huf i 
^($rsc4 in ttlie.tmritt bath> lobs^vedtK&towe q£ 
£|^;reoeiil|,i9qw.Dpoii ope ()f bis Ieg8> whkii'>w»ria' 
ff^ rsqaree^yi bmled. Observing itiy atteiiivtai 
fixed upon it^jrb^^irtstaofly said, ^ That was donet 
by> tfi$tWolf» bi^ 'I thought it tod trifling U} trouble, 
ypq with* ' . Upon recoUecticHi, I had beard more' 
tb^i a montb before^ that a Gape wolf, wbiab being 
tf^Q^oii board, was buffered tx> rua about ibe^ 
defJ^> bad seized bim by the trowsers, partlji id* 
p]£iy^.a^d partly perhaps in obeying the GCHnmaii 
io^j^tof hi9 Jaad, Buit I did «ot suspect* M-mf 
application was made for surgical aid, that so- se-^' 
rif)i«^aii ipjury had been inflicted ;j— an instapee of 
bi»:!patlettt endurance of pain, or 4QtQri»inatiwij 
t^.jbe;.i»bQVQ the common infirmities #n(l:wi9^k?>i 
n$^$d.(^ our nature. : ' . > - n. 

t // CpmpoiB»ed and firm, be lingered three /ddjjta i 
lepgQr,. aKciting aUemately our nKwder and regret ;;f 
tb6 inX^iml art of the navy, t|^e a^y» and <be <K)«^.i 
loikf b^ii^ vainly exbau$ted fdr his relidfi .He] 
reji^eatidly thanked theg^tleweujiu attendai>^^'- 
* -Wben^I 0«n,dead/ s^iid be^ .^ if it pan \n tbe»teMti f 
brtw^fitf sqcietajr,: let.mie bei<)fie(wd: I; can)blt>»npci 
poMsiUi^ o^e^tio;*.' Ont tile -Qy^ningiafrlbe iSlbij 
^f^ite/n^y anxir;SttppQrt9d bis beadjr .he beoame^eR-.: 
h&wte4 Md breatbed> hist I^t^. .wiih( r9carc^y.(Aji 
struggle: peacehe4obis,n«>We<«fMrttJf. . . i I ., :, 
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. '' Admired in life, h^ WM «diUi]fK>re wcr&y of 
^admLmticm in that tria} whick jt^ ^ towdi&tw^ of 
fl9 ^K To use the empliatiQ wprd^ of a i^^Uwt 
companion in arms^ Captain Schonibei]^, who i^- 
. ikously attended his si<^ bed^^^' He has not only 
taqght us how to die» but also how Y^^ shoid4Jiv0> 
)n (H:der to be enabled thus to meet deatliu' 

^^ He was opened, according to his own espcess 
permission^ the d^y after his demi$e* A oonsi- 
derabl^ portion of the small intestines waa foand 
ia a state of noortific^tion. All the resi of 4be 
viscera were sounds and healthy; and promised a 
iQng coptinuance of life. 

^' His funeral was attended by all the chief Qivil 
And military authorities of the Cape; the paJJi w«9 
borne by Captains ^homberg, RiGhard$09j Eve- 
leigh, and Bain^ of the navy ; and the Cqk>ni^ of 
the 21st dragoonsb 88d and 9Sd regimei^j^ ^c. 
When the corpse vms coiQiaitted to the groiuyi> I 
saw more than one of bis brother officers affected 
in a manner^ that did eqiial honour tp their feelkiga 
fiQd their friendship* None of us, I believti were 
free frovi g^aqh emptio^^*' 
( Thi|3 melftqcboly ev«ut» and the prominr^ot im^ 
\nxe& of Captaw Beawr's character, are alw aWy 
det^l^j in a letter of th^ 2d of October, 1828, 
from Qommodw^ G» M. Schombejrg. '' Nothingj 
my dear Smythj baa given me gveftter pl^aswe 
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fh^n your resolving to make poor Beaver^s merits 
better known to the public ; indeed his memory 
•well deserves such a tribute of respect, I saw the 
last of him. 

^^ Not long before his death> the Nisus was de« 
tached to St. Helena, from the Cape of Good 
Hope, to take charge of a convoy of Indiamen to 
England; but news of an American force reaching 
the station, I was sent in the Astrea to recall him. 
He was greatly disappointed at this measure ; and 
ordered me to return to Table Bay, by the outer 
edge of the trade winds, which^ with the current^ 
were strong against us^ while he went on the 
inner, or African side. My friend was fortunate 
encmgli to intercept and capture a fine large Ame* 
rican ship^ laden with tea, and had very nearly got 
hold of her consort also. This valuable prize 
cheered his last hours^ under the idea of its being 
a provision for his fiimily ; for he little suspected 
that the greater part o( the cai^go would be claimed 
«id awarded as individual property. 

^^ He had slightly complained during the cruize 
of indisposition, and hi$ looks on our arrival^ proved 
the intensity of his disease* He landed about 
noon, but while dining with the Admiral, was un- 
der the necessity of quitting the taUe« The symp- 
toms quickly increased to an alarming degree, and 
itfter ft vLpleat attraggle with natwe for four da^j 



Digitized by 



GoogJ^^ 



308 >T -i V A ^OBHEi jj»B mf^^ t ') 

ifilSi) /'asd'iifX'ftHSBd 'tijaBg* aiktmeiiteidi^dajie^iiiMi 
AsualitdbDifeUe-'ferkiittde.' t'Seiin^ tibatMW^Iivfra 
gwall^.affeoied, .he Temar&ed/tfiati dlfstkitf^s^an 
cmbtiferivhi(^lie had been daiij pMpafed&fHi vgs^ 
aiddbt whic^ aU; must pay^ and ib€ri^^o^«t]fi|iwi^ 
be cxmtempiated with calm r^^nationr^ AidntMis 
hig me more particularly^ for I ilever qiUiHttdrJMUii 
doring;^ihid impr^stve scene, be Qoiriiiniied;> r^ Jfil 
^Uifrnot better m an hcmr, I cannot live* Yfm.;yrjJ( 
dTCceed tne/in the conimand of the Nis«8> aviddl 
knowniy^dangsters tvill be taken care of; * E jbi^pfe 
Aey «rill yet be an honour^to the ckrtb^' tUe.theil 
deliberatdy rpreeeeded to make serioiisc ^pv^^a-^ 
tion for the approadikigevent Abotttfiv^o'dodtf^ 
flieiadtioipatddvnehiil'n* of the pangs oC:infl4Ama- 
iorljr ooBsti{latMiii cbsed his ewOAy tt«iub2l^ asA 
left us in a stupor of grief. ' ''"- u 

*^ It is difficult for me to sketch his character — 
he was manly and A^tfiAmed^ with a mind very 
peculiarly constituted, Firom the firmness of his 
decision^ something Iflce austferity, and an air of con- 
scious superiority, showed itself in commaiiid;' but 
in society^ .eseapt where- vice or folly drew forth his 
sariagtbV'hte^ ^^ ^entl^ sfckidas playAtlas a chHd. 
His in&exibte integrity rnade parts of his (ionduct 
appear captiousi and irritable; while in argument^ 
his manner seemed ratber tO' dictate than to per- 
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Otrall}» veiy>bo1ii;>fer he.aev^^fiiLw idtffioatfyjiaiui 
ims^strahgw to ftat i inA as a flag offioef^i^fiosi;^ 
b^ diiad^iwoqld^siie heen niom in ifeeleiwiktithm 
jici}6«fitaib^iai7&%atte; Wjith a sifon^ thirst aftei: 
iiwftit &i^rm]Diti6ii> iie studied dosely dmiagiuv^ 
ndb^ <Df [offidiai: leisure^ and waa therefon^ i¥A 
diiiy a scieaftifib ]iaT%aiiior> bat appi^^d v^rowb 
iidrsatitVin general IhersltQie^ HerveasftadiffisrMJk 
hMm^ gmk^'in which substantial. kaowfadgeLvumi 
d^dibl : dad' i i have reason io tiAsj^ that/tfais/ex^ 
liracU'difikry miui read Ibe Bkc^ohpedia JBititmnht 
e&1»^ jtbraagb darings a fsmiaet^f^ dntiQiisiiini!^ 
aiiuuid'oi^ihldlnt'Of pefaervepaiiitQk;.'-.<jjtiMr;i lol rmft 
- nft rHi^! . ^as' interred t?itti' mBiflaDyt htrnpaitiy^aMlr 
l^i fellbWitig^ : modest record {dacedj leveo liia^ 
grave: — - -'■ • ■ - ;• '^- ^n Ool 

VTJ/ !> I: .> >: /.-.Eff .tijit i^0ff^\ -.: /•., .,., _ ^j ..ff 

.n./..-w.,J?HiLip. BEAVER, .^_,,,_^^, ,.;,,; 

. . CiWPTAIN OP HIS BHITAJmiC MAJJISTY*S SHIP NISTJS ; 

CLOSSB 4.N SNTBRPRISING ANJ) VIRTUOUS UFE,^ . ... 

•' ^^^* '' ^- ''^^' ■\uk^Boi^J^ir''^ ^Mr^'^ni .ill 
!•" '• ''-■ '^' iL^N^rt) »jrfi»A«s'fixW<ti;'-M;iJiji^tJ -j^i'jijqn 
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To this tribute of friekidilhip> paid by tin <^oer 
alike brave and bdioved^ I shall Venture to add a 
few particulars^ find thus terminate the memoks of 
this exemplary man. 

Captain Beaver was cf a middlie stature and 
spare habit ; but healthy^ active^ emd oapaUe of 
sustaining great fatigue, both of body and miiid< 
His eyes were expressive^ and hid countenauM 
animated^ without being handsome t iti deport- 
ment he was genteel without a trace of foppery; 
and his temper was ardent» Without being violent; 
though he sometimes allowed resolution to border 
upon obstinacy. He was so habitually industrious 
himself^ that he could not understand^ and found 
it difficult to excuse^ either indifferenoe or idlen^s 
in others. Endued by natuije with something of 
Roman decision of mind^ and brought up from 
childhood in the sharpest school of discipline under 
the crown, he almost inevitably became severe- 
This blemish has not been an uncommon one 
amongst our most distinguished men^ and even the 
heroic Nelson was not popular^ till this unamiable 
peculiarity had worn off. It is an error arising 
from the zeal without knowledge of young officers : 
a bias which is corrected and cured by reflection^ 
and the advance of years* . Beaver felt and 
acknowledged this truth ; and^ in conversation 
on the system of terror theb prevailing in a ship 
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OH the station, he remarked that it was the misoon- 
Gieption of ycwithful ardouf^ and that he himself 
had been actuated b j similar feelings in the early 
part of his career^ ^' but had long seen reason to 
alter his practice." In the Acasta^ and the Nisus, 
though the regulations were exceedingly strict> 
there was nothing like tyranny ; yet the pardon- 
able weakness of forgiving a little more frequently 
would, perhaps, have brought the commander's 
character nearer to perfection. But with him the 
punishment of slight transgressions could not be 
imputed to heat of temper, cloaked under the 
necessities of official discipline} it was what he 
considered a conscientious discharge of his duty. 

He was ever exceedingly careful of the health 
df his crew ; and moreover was attentive to their 
welfare, by saving them from the annoyance of 
unnecessary labour. He despised many of those 
trifling but harassing duties, whidh obtained during 
the late war, as taking off attention from more 
impcMrtant things ; and which occasioned much dis* 
satisfaction, without accomplishing any equivalent 
good. In naval evolutions, where every thing is 
performed by bodily strength, men 6annot, like 
machines, be at all moments screwed up to the 
utmost possible point of performance, as some have 
expected. Rivalries are felt in fleets, for each 
ship to arrive at excellence ; but what are called 
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•*stMrt vessels/^ are rarely made without giving; 
the seamen an incurable disgust to the service. 
Qqptain Beaver's charge, on one or two occasions,^ 
was, *^ Remember, men, if you are first on the list. 
I i^all like it, but I do not insist upon it; you 
most not, however, be last." No honour was lost 
by this system ; for the men, feeling a freedom 
from responsibility, performed their duty wjtfi 
aiacrity and emulation, whenever a trial of* skill 
was called for; and certainly were never ** last^'^ 

His personal determination in every situaiion^ 
was not less remarkable than his confidence in his 
own powers and capacity, in movements of diffi-* 
culty. Without being rash, he might justly l)e ' 
slnd to be fearless; it was a vigour of mih^, 
beyond mere courage ; and he moreover impressed ^ 
every one vihio came near him^ with the wms feel* 
ing. When serving under a senior officer, he was 
consulted upon most occasions of difficulty ; jimt 
when he himself commanded, he rarely, it ever, 
consulted any oiie. This sometimes gave offence 
t6 Ms brother officers, who, probably, of scarcely 
iiifeli6r«tktidirig in the service, felt in this reserve 
aifiraiitf 6f fcotifidence, either in their ability or their 
dlscreliiotK.' In many instances, nothing of this' 
kittdt'was meant; it was part of his character; 
biit -at the same time, wherever incapacity was 
evident^ he evinced contempt, even towards senior^ 
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officers. AJihoqgh be had m litter ^^ftf^u tm^ 
flattery and flatterers^ be appeared to feel bims^f 
superior to most of those by wbom he was wir-. 
rouod^d, whether equals in raqk^ or juniors: theret 
was some pride, or even presumption^ in this/ 
i[)erQaps; bdt on service, he no doubt found re-, 
sources within himself^ which he did not perceive- 
in others; and there was a degree of moral, as- 
i^yell as physical magnanimity about him^ which, 
rather sought than shrunk from responsibility. 

With such a degree of energy, if we occasioniilly 
disQOver impetuosity, and anxiety, and ^pf>afeBt. 
self-sufficiency, let us recollect, that these ar^. 
most useful qualities in an officer, especiaJly whi^p . 
tempered, as they were in Captain Beaver, ^m^ 
judgment. ... I 

I '^^Wlio^iii be wifle, amaEed, temperate and fhrious, > ' ' 
^ ,. Irfiyal anA neutral, ki a moinent? 

' He thought intensely, and expressed )^mseli^, 
most powerfully and fluently^ particularly, ^wbei^t 
expited. Jn governing a body of inep,j9q^iinv^()L^ 
should sometimes be aided by persua6iQi^^.y%.it.; 
is oilen more desirable, and qertainly s^s m^{\j^yj^^. 
adcl^^ their reason, as their back^; and .y^jvini, 
was an officer more fitted for tbi^ purpose tha^,,' 
our hero. His plain and impressive maofier, fn^r* 
quently drew tears from the mo^t nx^gedisailomi;^, 
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and on one occasion^ on boArd tbe Ni$us^ where 
an act of insubordination had been exhibited to* 
svards a petty officer^ when it became necessary 
to inspire awe^ or even terror^ several of the men 
were seen to shrink^ involuntarily, from the energy 
of his reproof^ and the dignified vehemence of Ins 
denunciations. 

He rarely paced the deck^ as is customary with 
most naval officers at sea ; when he did appear^ 
it was chiefly for the purpose of giving orders; 
Nearly the whole of his time was spent in his 
eabin^ principally in miscellaneous readings or 
in writing. He would scarcely, however, conde- 
scend to notice the lighter departments of litera<( 
ture ; he declared that he required more solid food 
for his mind : " Men who go to sea/' said he, 
^' have enough to do, by studying assiduously, to 
keep upon a par with their neighbours." The 
works of poetasters and novelists he continued to 
hold as extremely trifling, thinking, perhaps, that 
few could, like the ducks of Pontus, find poison to b6 
wholesome ; but he did not disrelish those flights 
of fiction, which occur in Moral Essays. Anony- 
mous writers he despised; and when Mr. Prior 
enquired how he had been treated by the profes* 
sional critics, as to his work on Bulama ; ^' The 
opinion of those fellows," said he, '^ was to me a 
^natter of utter indifference* I had to state facts 
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in a plain mftnner^ none of wbich» supposing any 
of them to have known the island^ or the particn* 
lars of the expedition, oould be oontradicted. Somdy 
indeed^ did not admire my opinions regarding 
Sierra Leone, but they gave me as much praise^ 
no doubt^ as I deserved^ However^ you shall see.'* 
Beaver's strict regard for religion was exem"* 
plified in the tenor of his life : he was a sincere 
(Hiristian ; and no doctrine, ancient or modem, 
ever taught a more rational humanity than thai 
which uniformly distinguished him, as a husband^ 
father^ commander^ and friend. He read prayers 
regularly and solemnly^ to his ship's company, 
and was alike moral in his habits and manners ; 
whilst his conversation proved, that he did not 
consider swearing at all requisite to adorn a 
speech, even though the contrary has the high 
authority of Longinus. 

. He did the honours of his table with a plain^ un-p 
affected hospitality; two or three of the officers, 
according to the good, old^ and sociable otj^tom ef 
the navy, which it is to be regretted is wearing 
away, dined with him almost every day. With 
the systematic pertinacity in all his habits, he took 
a pint of wine, neither more nor less, after dinner, 
^n whatever climate. The hours kept in a man-of- 
war are so uniform, that scarcely any one receives or 
deserves much praise for regularity^-breakfast at 

x2 
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eight o^clockj or a little after; dinner at two or 
thnee ; tea at six ; isome Wine ancl water ai eight ;^ 
and td bed probably about ten ; — ^fc'at Captain B^a-' 
ver, despising all sensual arid degrading practices, 
would have been a regular and temperate trian in 
any situation. His company was much courted 
by those to whom he was well known ; and he was 
a great favourite in female society ; for, disdainmg 
to descend to what is vulgarly called compli- 
ment; he recurred to' the more delicate refinement* 
of treating ladies as rational creatures, and con-! 
versing with them upon a footing of equality— ^ 
never losing sight of the purity and politeness wttt^ 
which they should always be addressed. 

His family, at his death, consisted of Mrs. Bea- 
ver and six children; and as fortune had' hot fe- 
voured him in the acquisition o 
was, through the kindness of I 
ville, appointed Matron of G 
School — ^a situation which sh( 
contemplated, when her husl 
spicubus on the high road to 
nours. TTiis nomination, ho^ 
refuge from pecuniary distress ; 
an unexpected source of consol 
desire with which the veteran i 
door, entreating to see the child 
ing portraits of tibeir late reven 
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It.; , , I.I < 1 • ' ' ■ • 

Strenuous efforts hacj be^^j^giadp i« ^hi^ lady'/$ 
behjpijlf^ aqcomp^n^ed with the ^tronge^ti^^timoQifEtJs 
from the admirals under, whom Captain Beaver h^d 
served j but it is doubtful whether the high permi-^ 
a^e to whom they vpere tmmbly addressed WQ^ ex>^v^ 
irtformed of them. 

Although thjB certificates of Sir, A. Cochiunej. 
Sir A. Bertie^ the Honourable Sir B. Stopford> 
and Sir G. Beckwith, are scarcely to be excelled 
in the manly and elegant style of their comn^enda^ 
tion^ it may nevertheless be pleasing to see^ at fi41 
length, that of his early and steady friend, Lord 
keith. 



<( 



l^s^y. it please your Royal Highness, 
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under my flag^ as a lieutenant^ from that titne till 
July, 1799, when 1 had the means of obtaining for 
him the first just reward of his diligent and useful 
services^ the rank of a commander : that in the 
month of April, 1800, when about to enter into 
co-operation with the Austrian General, Baron de 
Melas, for the expulsion of the French army from the 
city and territory of Genoa, I called Captain Bea- 
ver from the command of the Aurore prison ship, 
and appointed him to be acting assistant Captain 
of the fleet under my command, to aid me in the 
execution of the multiplied and complicated duties 
on which my attention was at that timb employed t 
that the trust thus committed to him was executed 
with all advantage to the service, and satisfaction 
to me ; and that during the progress of the blockade 
of Genoa, I accepted his voluntary offer of super- 
intending the night guard, and the nightly bom- 
bardment of the town, which he executed with un- 
remitted zeal, gallantry, and success: that on one 
of these occasions, with signal heroism, he boarded 
and brought out a large galley of very formidable 
force : that when the enemy evinced a disposition 
to treat for surrender, I entrusted him with my 
authority to negotiate the preliminaries of a treaty 
for the surrender of the town ; and that in this ca- 
pacity he conducted himself with great ability and 
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address: and I further certify that^ in my long exr 
perience^ I have not met with an officer, who, from 
the united qualities of clear conception, accurate 
judgment, prompt decision, and vigorous, un- 
daunted execution of professional -duty, was more 
likely, had he lived, to have arrived at distinction 
in the naval service." 

(Signed) '' KEITH." 
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No. I. 

On the Battle between the Milford frigate and the Dieu de 
• Coigny— ;/&w^A< on the lOth of May ^ 1780. 

Up in the wind, three leagues or more. 
We spied a lofty sail ; 
' " Let's hoist a Dutch flag, for decoy, 
And closely hug the gale." 

Nine knots the nimble Milford ran, 
*• Thus — ^thus,'* the master cried; 

Hull up, she raised the chase in view, 
And soon was side by side. 

" Down the Dutch ensign, up St. George, 
To quarters now all hands," — 
With lighted match, beside his gun, 
Each British warrior stands. 

** Give fire!" the gallant captain cries ; 

'Tis done— the cannons roar, 
" Stand clear, Monsieur, digest these pills, 

And then we'll send you more," 
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§1^ A*i*Nbix: 

Yon French jack shivers in the ^ind, 

Its lilies all looUpak^; 
And well they may — ^they must come down, 
i.'^ PcurJ9riton»shidlpr^vaiL 

fUtked fore and aft, her shattered hull, 

Admits the briny flood; . i/l 

Her declcs are covered with the slain. 
' Her scuppers stream with blood. 

O^r cbain-Bhot whistle in the wind, ' ■ • ^ < 
The gnipe descend like hail ; 

V , I . " Hnzsa! my hearts, three chemng shontsf - ' ' 

Our foe begins to qoaiL" - .. < .-i 

"' ' ' The fight is done, — she strikes — she yi^lda; ^ ^ ^ , ^^ 

No more our force she braves ;— ,. ., 

Henceforth she'll bear our crosS; and prove , .^^ 

"^ ' ' ' That Britons rule the waves. . . ^ .^ tj 



)L" o: 



H. M.SMp Princess Eoyal, \ 
September 25/A» 1780. i 



'P.BEAVEfe?'''" 



'•'•1'.. ir ;lt -JuO 
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A loyal Address, ddivereAsb^^X^miL, (yrt4Hi^ ^f August, 1793, 
and subfcrib^^to by (he vevf^^inin^fiolom^ 

In times of imminent danger, when bad men hay? dared to 
associate themselves, for the express purpose of overturning 
our most excellent constitution ; when the mob-directed go- 
vernment of Franoe eoiploys the basest of men to stir. up 
sedition in our country, and war with evevf thing which has 
hitherto b^o^lield sacred by tiie wisest of men ; — when they 
publicly avow their intention of caxrytng their pernicious 
doctrines into every kingdom of Europe-^it behoves Britons 
to avow their sentiments boldly. In such times it is crimi- 
nal to remain neuter. That distance, and those circum- 
stances, which almost prevent communicaticoi with our 
Mother Country, precludes us not, thank God, from ex- 
pressing our love to our Sovereign^ and attachment to our 
time-proved estabUshments. 

We do therefore declare . , 

Our firm attachment to our present constitution of govern- 
ment, by King, Lords, and Commons, as settled at the 
glorious Revolution of 1688; in the support and defence of 
which we will, at all times^ and in any place, be ready to 
lay down our lives. 

,. . - - P. Beaver. 
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SxiraH of a Ldterffom Captain Beater, describing a ludkfvu^ 
ifiierview with a Tuscan Poet. 

'< Having landed at Leghorn, on my way to England witfc 
despatches, in 1800, and, of course, in a pressing hurry to 
get home, I was vexed and amused with one of those im- 
pertinencies which will occasionally happen to travellers in 
Italy. Notwithstanding there were but few moments to 
spare, a gaunt stranger intruded himself, bearing a book 
and a letter; the latter ran thus: — *The most sinserwhiches 
of hapeness to the Cape. Beaver, Inglese. In occasion of 
his happy arrivale in Livomo. It is two strange that a man 
«hould trobble you without haveing never hapness to pressent 
himself to you; but considering how noble your heart is, 
and the sublime virtues that adorne you, makes a man of 
♦genius find in you his only Mecenas, who, with the usual 
great bounty, receives all those who aims at such a honor. 
Encouraged by such reflexions, I don't doubt your clemency 
over my poems, made in ocasion of the victorias brought 
over the enemies by a conquering armies, Inglish, Austriache, 
and MuSCovits, which, Sir, I send you, flattering myself you 
will find elegan merit in my works, and hoping from youl- 
great goodness an act of generous gratitude, and full of great 
fespect and sincere, I have the honour to be, your omblest 
Tuscan poet, Nicola PoGGi.'" , . 
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No. IV, 

4 Letter addressed to Colonel Sir Rorert Wilson, K.M.T., on 
certain Geo^apical Errors in his Map of Egypt. 

fVat/ord, Herts, lOih February, 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

Since I had the pleasure of seeing you last, when I took the 
Uberty of pointing out the misnomers of the lakes, in your 
map of Egypt, at the same time giving my reasons and au- 
thority, I have seen our consul, Mr. Baldwin, who confirmi^ 
my assertions. Doubting not that your book will be hereafter 
referred to as an authority, it becomes highly necessary that 
places should be called by their proper names in it, and con* 
sequently, th^ earlier any mistakes are corrected, the better. 

I, therefore, now venture to write what I then said, for 
your further consideration, convinced that you will receive 
in good part, those observations, which are made with a view 
only to the ascertaining of truth. 

Of the two lakes between Alexandria and the Nile, you 
call the one, the lake of Aboukir, I suppose, from the castle 
near it ; whereas, its true name is Sed; the other you have 
named Etko, probably from the village {Edko) on its bank^, 
but the natives call it Maadie. 

The former derives its name from the Roman embank- 
ment, in Arabic, Sed, that runs eastward, from the sandhills, 
where our troops landed on the 8th of March, 1801, and 
which separates the two lakes ; nor was there any opening 
where the pontoon bridge now is. The bed of the lake was 
dry, and cultivated, aKhough some feet below the level of the 
sea. The Turks, who suffer every thing to go to ruin, never 
attempted to repair a small breach made by the sea, in this 
Sed, or mound, in the year 1782, or 3, and through which 
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the waters flowed, continoally widening it, till they converted 
that valuable valley into a|i extensive marsh. 

The lake Maadie» in Arabic, a ferry, or passage, was so 
^«d,^beca8a« its eiilrance^ or month, lying^dirso^MtiMii 
Alewndriaand Rosetta, every one goiag from ttie€^n€}|)lace 
to the other was obliged to cross it, at the spot whereHhe 
Karavansera still remains. 

I could have entered more fully into this subject, if I beA 
not intended to confine myself within the bounds, of a letter; 
but before I close, I must mention one circuniato.uce n^M^ 
where you appear to have been led into another errar. . 

In narrating the operations of our army» on the sa^igr 
tongue of land between Alexandria and Abookeer, you 6»^ 
q^ueptly connect it with the lake Maadie ; wbereaa you oh|^ 
to have written Sed, because Maadie was far distant iiroia 
our then operations, and must never be confounded. with th|^ 
lake, whatever be its name, by which the army received. its 
provisions, and on whose border it then had a dep6t. Ex^^ 
cept these faults, your map of the space between Alexskadcin 
^nd Rosetta i? by far the best extant. . . ., , 

Mr. Dalrymple's chart, and a memoir, of one sheet,. %^ 
companying it, was yesterday put into my hands, I fi^4 
he names the lakes as you have, but his chart has qnegifat 
error, and his memoir many, which I shall take an early 
opportunity of communicating to that gentleman. * • - ^ 
I am, my dear Sir« \*i 

Yours very truly, , 

P. BeavIsr. 
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' Nd.IV; 

A Lmtt fuUUhed i« '< ne Cmtrkr,'' 16^ of February, 1804, 
mUh &9 j4hUmi^s mrif9efvmt ocfrreeiiom, on ^ thfeettened 

To the Editor of the Courier. 

Siltr' 

•Ik tfiiie^ like the present, when we daily expect the 
ftpproaeh of an hostile force to our shores, the various opi- 
nions of men on the practicability of the attempt, or tHe 
difiveolties which attend it, by being made known, may pro- 
bably produce some good ; with this view, I send you the 
feHowiiig thoughts on the chance which our active, subtle, 
Energetic, and great enemy, has in succeeding in his last 

KT^TElPftlSB. 

A ^aiimn by profession, a middle-aged life, spent in the 
constant naval service of my country, and the experience ot 
Ae frequent embarkation and debarkation of numerous troops 
in every quarter of the globe, under various difficulties. and 
ciitui^astfinces, may, or at least ought to, enable me to form 
itoitie/not veiy inaccurate, notions on this subject 
' I steill consider it under three heads : — '■ 

1st. — ^The Enemy^s quitting their Ports, 

2dly. — ^Tlieir crossing the Sea* 

3dly.— Hieir Landing on our Shores. 

ON THE enemy's QUITTING THEIR PORTS. 

It would not be doing justice to the cautious foresight of 
Boaaparte to suppose any thin^ has been neglected by him, 
which might facilitate the speedy embarkation of his nume- 
rous troops destined to invade this island. I take it for 
granted, that his whole force can be embarked in /our hours ; 
and if he cannot do that from Brest to the Texel, he is a 

Y 
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mere tyro in the embarkation of troops ; but with this I have 
nothing to do. Whether four hOurs or four weeks be em- 
ployed, is nothing to the purpose : I suppose them embarked 
— to be useful they must quit their ports, and that is the poirit 
on which I will give my opinion. 

To blockade a port, particularly in these latitudes, is im- 
^ possible J if by blockading is meant the obstruction to the 
ingress or egress of vessels at all times ; if it were possible, 
it would be done by the unrivalled skill and une^rampled 
perseverance of our naval commanders ; but we cannot with- 
stand the elements ; we already do with our ships what no 
other nation will ever venture to attempt. — ^To British ships 
there is no winter. 

I consider^ then, that it is not in our power, at all timesf 
to prevent the enemy's sailing either from Brest or the 
Texel ; those from the former port would be, most probably, 
destined for Ireland, and those from the lattei* for Scotland. 
I have hitherto only alluded to the sailing of that part of the 
enemy's force which is composed of large shipSf which will 
sail from large ports^ and which, it is conceived, will most 
likely be destined to act against Scotland and Ireland ; and 
these are supposed to escape from their ports, when out 
blockading squadrons have been driven from their stations 
by tempestuous weather. 

The troops intended to be sent against England will, I 
conceive, issue from all the small ports between Flushing 
and Cherbourg. If the attempt is to be simultaneous, they 
must have a wind which will be fair from each of those 
ports— suppose S. E. ; this is an dff^shore wind, which will 
enable our cruizers to keep close otF their harbours* mouths^ 
watch all their motions, and transmit early intelligence. If 
the wind is such as to render the shore a lee one, and oblige 
our cruizers to keep at a greater distance, the enemy cannot 
come out : so that it is clear, that if our enemy can quit their 
ports, our cruizers can keep close in with them; and that 
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iC ow, c^uiz^rs POMuot keep dose to ihfi Mhiyrey Ihe eoemy cm- 
nfit cq^ne ow*, 

. Tbe,c;a3t? b^re 1$ very difierent £rom that of our blogkading 
^quadrpns being driven from their stations off Brest and the 
Texel; when that is the case, the enemy's large ships, 
fujl x)f troppa. may ^ail the first moment of a fair wind \ if 
from JBresti the whole Atlantic is open for them to range in ; 
they may run west till they arrive at Americai or south till 
they double the Cape : the Texel fleet may round the north- 
ern extremity of this island, and have the same scope^ In 
the^ednste^nces our fleets may hunt them all round the worlds 
apd ndsa them at last ; for all is conjecture as to their desti- 
nation. Not so with the small vessels in the small ports of a 
Qajrrow channel ; these, crowded with soldiers, exposed to 
the inclemency of the weather, must make for the nearest 
skorct their safety being in proportion to the shortness of 
their stay on the water, and not having room for either stores, 
l^rovisiQns, or any thing else^ necessary for a long cruize, 
must be seen^ must be metf and must be opposed by our 
^rukersi. 

,..But what time will be required for them to get out of 
their own ports? Suppose, for instance, the port of Boulognei 
a^ the nearest, except Calais, to our shores, and the prin-- 
cipal port of rendezvous for the enemy's flotilla. Those 
jnuch accustomed to the sailing of numerous vessels out of 
a small port, with a narrow mouth, will not think that I 
alk)w too much time in supposing that each vessel will re-* 
jquire one minute to get out of the port of Boulogne : now if 
it be true that the enemy have collected five hundred vessels 
in that port, it will, according to the above estimation, re- 
quire five hundred minutes, or eight hours and twenty m»- 
giutes for them to quit their own port. But Boulogne is a 
dry harbour^ and has never water suflicient to float a vessel, 
however small and contemptible, for eight hours and twenty 
minutes together ; they cannot consequently all get out in one 

Y2 
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tide. How many, then, can ? The harbour of BouloOTe^ as 
before observed, is dry at low water, indeed at twp-tliirqs 
ebb, for the shore Is left dry a long way without its moutjh ; 
the entrance is long and narrow, between two piers, lilce the 
neck of a bottle; and in this channel there will not be'watey 
sufficient to float the flotilla, for more than four hours hi 
mch tide, that is the last two hours of the floodj and the £(rst 
two hours of the ebb; consequently, according to the above 
calculation, as to the time required for the sailing 6f thd 
flotilla, not more than two hundred and forty vessels, of 
rather less than one-half j can get out of port in one tide,^* 

I have hitherto taken it for granted, that the wind is fAir, 
and sufficiently strong to enable the enemy's vessels to itent 
the tide, during the last two hours* flood; but should it 'nb^ 
be sufficiently strong, or if it be calm, not more than rather 
less than one fourth of the enemy's vessels, would be iab% tii 
get out in one tide. 

. As to Bonaparte's talking of rowing all his vessels out '6T 
port, and rowing them across the channel, it may Be Well 
enough, when addressed to French soldiers, but follyi wHfeii 
addressed to English seamen. We now come to the setdiiA 
point, viz. '; 

ON THE enemy's CROSSING THE SEA. " '' ^^' 

The fleets which it has been supposed might have^escfip^ 
from the ports of Brest and of the Texel, may arripie ^^t^f^^ 
assumed respective destinations, and may possibly ^^f^ 4P 
much mischief; but, from the vigilance ^nd activity o^p,^ 
numerous cruizers, employed in watching and qon^iiffi^f;^- 
tingiaXeUigeno^of the enemy's motions^ theprpiflsfe^^f/|w„qf 
their, b^ing fallen in with by some of o^r.^quftdrpns J^fpfp 
they Teach the places of their destination is greatly ^Vf ,qjiff 
favour, and if they once meet, there is an end to that gdiri,^ 
the. enetny's undertaking, , , t,. i, .r.-n, 

. I will now ^i^qv^ire whatpbsts^ples thi^rf aj;9 .to.,t)ljpiflg^ffl5^ 
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of the enemy's, vessels from the ports of the channel oppo- 
site^to England^ 

\^ jj[ CQrijsider^ in the first place, that each vessel is on its 
Dapsage from the moment it quits a French port, notwith- 
standing, the length of time which may be requisite for them 
ip wai^^gr the junction of others not yet out of the harbour. 
It they come singly, we devour them like shrimps ; ana 
th|^y;<fannot all, even under the most favourable circum- 
stances/ get Qiit in one tide, as I have shown above. Here 
tnen fifise three questions : — . ,- 

jl^t.-p-Whether the enemy's vessels will endeavour to push 
^yqj- for rour shores, with all sail, singly^ as they quit theic 

^ 2clly.— Whether they will, as they get out of their ports^ 
gprnej-to pff the harbour's mouth, and wait for all those 
which can get out that tide^ and then push over for our 

hose which have got out in one tide will 

s mouth, for the remainder to^et out on 

nd then make their attempt ? 

>e cases, as before observed, they would 

be devoured like shrimps ; in the last, the risk, from change 

of wind an4 weather, as well as from their number, not 

being able to remain sheltered under their own guns, is too 

gil-Sftt'^to 'be incurred: these are both impracticable. I 

'^^^ rite then; ^s incontrovertible, that the attempt to invade 

^^'fi-Btii the opposite shores, whenever it may be, will be 

'¥h^dSi by all the vessels that can get out'fn onetidi, and that 

"Acit^ttibiTi than one half of the enemy can eotisequerttly be 

^^n^^l(jryea in it: ' ' They quit their Coast, kuA t)ne contimied 

%i[)^ attends thehx to our shores. H^re' ihtelHgetlce' t^itl 

^Kiilv^lohg sittce atfrived of the first motions bf the enemy's 

\(it1\Tij duf line-bP-hattle ships and frigates will have all 

quitted our ports to meet them, and; if there be atiy Wind, 

'^Wllf^sill 6vef and destroy them, with as much eatse as a maa 
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can walk through a corn field. Our numerous se« fetieibie 
flotillas will attack them at a great distance from our shoriei ; 
on which at length will be landed the miserable, astonl§held, 
and affrighted remnant of those devoted men, whb hfitVe 
escaped the threefold ordeal of our floating force. 

A thousand vessels, I think, may reasonably be recfebned 
at about the number with which this attempt will be made ; 
and I am willing to allow, on an average, 100 soldiers to 
each vessel ; for though I know that some will carry many 
more, many also will carry much fewer : thus there will be 
100,000 troops employed in the undertaking. What will 
become of them ? It has been shown that they cannot sail 
without our seeing them, and that they cannot quit their 
shores without our blockading force attacking them, whtdh 
attack will continue as long as any thing is left to attack : 
the men-of-war of all descriptions will quit our ports, when 
the enemy are known to be in motion, and join in the ccto- 
flict ; and lastly, the numerous flotillas, manned by the sea 
fencibles, will issue from every port, to the number of tteai* 
a thousand vessels, (I mean from the western point of Sussex 
to the eastern point of Essex,) and oppose of themsfelves, 
independent of our ships, a formidable obstacle tb the 
progress of the enemy. 

I do not hold the flotilla of the enemy too cheap ; I know 
that many of the vessels of which it is composed are large, 
roomy, and bulky; of little draught of water, and very con- 
siderable force. If it be calm, their progress can be little; 
and in a calm only they will never get across, whatever 
Bonaparte may make them believe on that point : the tides 
run parallel to the shores, the flood will carry them to the 
eastward, and the ebb back again to the westward; but 
neither will approximate them to our coast ; to reach it, they 
must have wind: in a calm, it is true, they ma,y destroy 
8om£ of our attacking vessels, but these must be in their 
way towards our coast; they cannot go out of their direct 
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road, for tbek safety depends on the celerity of their 
transit; and to hope even for the shadow of success, they 
must not disperse. But wind is essential to their passage; 
and if there be wind, our ships can act, can run down, can 
run over, can destroy by their artillery, in a very short time, 
unthought-of numbers of this musquito fleet. Our flotillas, 
manned by sea fencibles, though small vessels compared 
with those of the enemy, are unincumbered by troops; they 
have men only sufficient to work the vessel, and fight the 
gun; these vessels will make dreadful slaughter : by their 
construction, by their lightness, by their sailing, and by the 
ability of those who manage them, they will work round the 
enemy, to use a vulgar sea-phrase, like a cooper round a 
cask; they will attack when and where they please; their 
reiterated attacks will resemble that of half a dozen dogs, 
when attacking a wild boar in the woods, who claps his stern 
against a tree, and waits in that position, which he durst not 
alter, the repeated insults of his numerous though puny 
foes. So, these vessels of the enemy must keep their prow 
towards our shore ; if they deviate, it will be the first symp- 
tom, and certain cau^e, of inevitable defeat. 

Where there is no ground for precise calculation, one 
must be permitted to guess, so long as we confine ourselves 
within the probability of what may reasonably be expected 
to take place, from an impartial consideration of all circum- 
stances. What is to become of them ? This is the question 
which I proposed answering. Taking all circumstances into 
consideration, 1 hesitate not to say, and I would risk my 
professional character on the result, that if a thousand vessels 
quit the enemy's ports, not three hundred of them will hos- 
tilely reac)i the British shore; that is, I think that at least 
seven hundred out of the thousand will, in all human pro- 
bability, be either sunk, blown up, dismasted, or disabled 
(for none must be taken till the whole are defeated) by our 
floating force* Here then^ if I am at all within the bounds 
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xg pr9b^iU^/.ia«ft endcia^tki^effi!letiv« ofi(ra^»i^^i3^^ 

.;2ii8Velikberl<> d^DBtdered Ike efiemy Its sMJdlDgitti^iialt-i; 
tempt under iira points of viewosly ; tba^js^^i|A;,§r unif&r/ 
dttf windc but ih»te is a third, utider which^fitlm SMi«4atft| 
(diftervfttioDs in the Menileur^ Bonapitrt» app^tat^ ta I^Utik) 
that there ivould be the greatest prababUity.of 8uec«ia^ sttdl 
th»t is in a/oy. . . > .;; ,0 

,. A fog 16 a very good cloak to the ^proack of a few'4;«ftcrrt 
^ ioo/tf, which may be sent to perform siome c&n^ ckfnmni 
at no great distance^ by surprise; or to cover the ^prp^cb^ 
of an unsuspected enemy to some shore, battery* toWB»^(Oi: 
Qastle; but to say that in an enterprise, ia which /p^Qt^bljfi 
200«OQ0 iaen may be employed, on an extent of toop^tp^ 
xxkQfe than 200 miles, from Flushing to Cherbo^^, JA,fvbf<^ 
^ery thing ought to be seen, every thing clears m^ Qfi4^ 
thing well regulated ; for the success of which . 9iu4^ iV^iJJL 
di^pend on the conjunction, compression, and coropf^i^fion 
of thediSbrent flotillas of which the hostile {oic^,.m^^ ^ 
c<H»posad.; to say, I again repeat, that a fog is^ favpufa^^ 
i^^iju:h an enterprise, is the height of foUy ; as w#ll nightlife 
t^',^verred> that a man can see better how to j^^dy ia\dMi^, 
pitchy darkness of the night than in the noon-tide ^r^\ (^ 
d«by»— Fogs are favourable to some enterprises^ tq^bisj^y 
Ipa^st 4310. fatal« I could very easily point oat inanyjS^r(#4 
evfliar.reaaans. for this opinion^ if anywereneoes^aryj bpj^ijip^ 
teitfeu i^fklwady too Jong. . a, ,ij.:H 

r.-l) ctime 3aow to the third head, uoder which I fHrqpp^^ 
coil«idwtt©ibe.«ittempt of the enemy— that is-T^ < .. uv>\m 

, V THEIR LANDING ON OUR SHORES. , ~^^''^^ 

Qcfe Ihfeiianl^t I absiU tiot^ say much:; J have befere,obrr 
ft«^.ed, 4baiof e thousand vessels which n^igbt .besup|N(Hie4 
tqrfca^^'saitoi'pa this laad expeditiotJ, not .moije, tb»*^ thiw 
b«ndted^(Will^io.a}l fprobftbility^ be enabled t^ yw^j^k t^W 
unhallowed crews upon this blessed shore ; there they will 
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have served in each quarter of the globe; I knowltti'tti^fil^; 
P9Bao#iti|(ifeiiibtes»IiaioW'iti9eU^ and I am <dL»fullff tofD« 
vil^l^;>Si&'I wra-Xba^I now write, that 4bis. drmy afifarBtir** 
pfi)«rieii>i«dl' oth^S' in bravery aft British seaoiea fiixrpam all 
oih&h m sikiil':' |o it I .most willingly consign, widumt die 
Ikfmt fearoirf the consequence, all who may land. 

Of the 300 vessels, with 30,000 men on board, supposed 
tt!>>ivav« esoa{)ed our general attack on the enemy's flotillas, 
few^tah r^ffinain together, for their escaping mnst be cwimg 
t6 -Mpaiftttiotl. I am confident, therefore, that any force 
landed by the enemy in this country, at any one point, will 
nfeVef exceed 4,000 men ; I rather think it never will exceed 
eVeh 1 jOOO. This is a force too contemptible to remaih long 
wtfth' fiieir arms in their hands ; and no hostile Frenchman, 
iL'^tnv eohvkiced, will ever be seen in England, unless as a 
j^on^i fifteen miles from the shore. 
-'^TlWiifti is one point, however, to which I should like to call 
thb Wtfention of every military man, and that is, the momerit 
Wh^tif'lhc^ enemy, whatever their force, endeavour to land: 
thii'kl 'h hibment when the British, however unequal their 
fetmA&s, ^mtsf oppose them; it is a momentfifoftcelost^never 
t&b^'teyaihed. 

"<)h thkt ever-memorable descent of the British army tHi 
th^' sr&nds of Egypt, if the French general had, instead of 
r^ditiittg on the top of his sand hills, descended to the 
high water mark, and there boldly opposed our troops, when 
g^ing (mt of their boats, the issue of that glorious day 
might and most likehf v^ould have been different from what 
it was — ^let us profit by experience. There a mild climate 
and a temperate atmosphere had not benumbed the extre- 
mlti^ of the pent-up troops, nor had their confinement ex- 
(Seeded seveh hours ; but here, whatever force may befcnrto^ 
mi€ ^m^gk U laAd, will hare been confined at least twenty- 
fti^^i moist ^probably thirty-six hours, in a cold, boisterous. 
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and Btonny clime { und tvhen landed, cramped^ eokl, wefc, 
gea-Bick) and half dead, will for some lime be fitter for ah 
hospital than to act offensively in the field. I therefore hold 
it to be the indiipenaable duty of every military body, iair*- 
ever unequal in number, to attack the enemy, when getting 
Bui of their boats : they should not pollute the shore ; I 
would meet them knee deep, and slay them in the waters 

Though I doubt not that most of the necessary precau- 
tions for driving and laying waste the country in the event 
of the enemy's landing in great force on our coasts have 
already been tahen ; for, whatever be our opinions, it is- ne- 
cessary to be prepared for the worst, to foresee, and to oon^ 
Bider even as likely to happen, the most untoward events ; 
although, I say, I doubt not that most of the necessary pre^ 
cautions are taken, such as driving back horses and caUile, 
destroying bridges, breaking up roads, burning oorH, hay, 
and straw, &c., &c., yet, there appears to me to be one w)H€h 
has generally been overlooked, or, at least, I have not yet 
beard any thing about it, and that is the filling up of wells, 
and the destroying of pumps, which ought certainly to be 
done, and proper persons should be appointed for that pur- 
pose ; the wells might be filled up with any )dnd of f ubbish in 
a very short time, and the heads of the pumps might be sawed 
off in still less ; an army cannot exist without water, and the 
French would not find it, like my gr^at predecessor in name, 
by digging holes on the beach. * 

I have now sketched the three heads under which I pro- 
posed to consider the attempt of the enemy to invade this 
country, although what I have said is nothing, when com- 
pared to what might be said under each of them. Yet it 
appears, from the foregoing observations, that, in the strict 
sense of the word, the enemy's ports cannot be blockaded^ and 
that the Brest and Texel fleets must have, at times^ oppoT" 
tunities of escaping ; that their destination would most likely 
be Ireland and Scotland; but that it is highly probable 
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that, before they reached either, they would be intercepted 
by some of our squadrons, which would inevitably frustrate 
those parts of the enemy's enterprise. It appears also, that 
though the Brest and Texel fleets can get out unseen by our 
own, under certain circumstances, yet that the flotillas, in 
the various ports of the Channel, cannot get out unnoticed 
by oar cruizers; this / hold to be impossible; it appears 
also that, in all human probability, more than half of the 
latter will be destroyed on their passage, that those who 
escape wiU owe their safety to dispersion, and that conse^ 
quently die enemy will not be able to land in force at auy 
one point. 

The day on which the attempt shall be made will be glo- 
rious to England — ^will be dreadful to France. Death itself 
shall walk upon the face of the waters. What has hitherto 
been done upon the sea^ shall appear but the amusement of 
i^bildren, when compared to the dreadful carnage of that 
eventful day-*-the floating carcasses of slaughtered myriads, 
thrown back on their own shores, shall be the mute harhin-r 
gers' of their compatriots' fate, ' 

With a firm reliance on the continuance of the favpur of 
Divine Providence to this happy country, from the justice 
of its cause ; and depending on the high-minded spirit of 
Britons, on the skill of our seamen, on the valour of our 
soldiers, and on the- ardent patriotism of all, I as confidently 
look forward to the happy issue of this importaBt pouflict, a^ 
i do to the accomplishment of any one thing which appears 
certain, but which has not yet taken place. 

On the fate of this enterprise appears aibo to hang that of 
-Bonaparte himself, for if it does not succeed, it will be his 
LAST ; nor can I help considering its discomfiture as the first 
great step to hurl that tyrant from his tottering throne. 
These, Sir, are the opinions of 

NfAKCHUS^ 
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-' ••' •'' •• •• • .NOU V.': t . ,,, ..■•;',. 'u\T 

HiUorifial Memorandum on the Red Plag, ,, r 
To the publisher of SteeVsNavy I^. "^ *' ' " ^ '^ 

Youtt observations on the " revi\ 
your list for December last, did not s 
^n fact; but I waited until the one 
appearance, to see if you had correc 
do> indeed, in this letter say, •' by d 
yte^ ag^a TfP^at, that the red flag waj 
t)i^e admiral of the fleet, prior to the 
of England and Scotland." The his 
f ep^ ; but you do not repeat the asse 
thp preceding months you informed i 
given way to that of the union, in c( 
of.t|fe,^9,.rrpK7n9, in,.tbf} person oft 

T^QVvtlie change in the flag bora 
$^et did n^t tA^ place till the reign ( 
IQ .tibe* eighteenth century. Sir Clo 
laal Ei»gli«b,adiniral who displayed t 
oi^r the lyywliol :of . 4he admiral oft 

peri^hf^ by sMpwred^, returning from the Mediterrai^pap.^ 
Ei^glawii.in the ve^y year of the Union, thai; is^ in 1707^ , ,^^ 
,,i J^ff^paJ^ngjth?^^^ ob^prv^tior^, Sir, I have no other ijnotivjp 
4hlin tJ?jE^t pf/*y,Ji^biifJg:*Q pouit put the real cause, fqif't|f|^ 
fihfMigH^g. fTrtat T\^: g/^neirally tj?e emblem of the senioj" 

' '^ .yWiPer^ais- 

md ScbtlanoL 
oss, formerly 
ndrew's .cross 
jr quarter, on 
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either of the fields common to each nation — ^red, ivhite, and 
blue. 

The admirals of the Britfish -inavy, at that time, did not 
exceed nine ii^ number; their respective ranks was indicated 
by a flag of one of^ these colours at either mast head ; the 
red always senior^ ^n4 the blue junior, .whilst the admiral of 
the fleet's former red flag was substituted by the union jack. 



?h^e siltte station on his lordship's death in 1762. 'And^ 
fli^F' llistarice was that of Lord BTawke',' When h^'Strippfett 
over^ Adbiffal Osbortie, who resigrted' hi cottyequefe^fettl^btft 
•iv^fl^' ^Vantl^d a pension of tweli^e handr^dpOutidi^ifTei* ttiiA^lm. 
^'e third ea 
Ihl^te were, m 
inine^laist W 
whep a J-iord 
Warrant of the 
file list, but w 

tive duties. I 

no t'i'jj'iu.i.'o ij 
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Hofve, though only (he fifth in mik after the veDcreble 
Forbes, to wear the union jmck« the proud distinction of the 
admiral of the fleet. 

I am, Sir, &c. 



No. VI. 

Capiain Biatce to Vioe^Admtrai the Honourable Sir AtEnir- 

osa CocHaANB, K, B., detailing the occurrences meniMned » 

pp.M^tom. 

Hie Mqfeity'8 «Atjp» A€€uia» 

La Guira, l^thqfjul^^ 180i 
Sib, 

Having sailed from Barbadoes on the evening of the Btfr 
instant, I anchored at dark on the 11th, off Pampatar, 
Ifhere, having the next morning procured a pilot and lami^ 
five Spaniards^ I proceeded to Cumana, off which place I 
arrived in the forenoon of the 13th; and, having seenti?^ 
Governor, delivered to him your despatches, procured ano* 
ther pilot, and landed eighty*two Spaniards. I sailed at £h? 
in the evening for La Guira. 

The latter port I made on the morning of the 15lh, Bod 
while standing in for the shore, with the cartel flag flying, I 
observed a brig under French colours just coming to bb 
anchor ; she had arrived the preceding night, from Cayenne, 
with despatches from Bayonne, and had anchored about two 
miies below the town, to which she was now removing: I 
was never nearer than five miles to her, and could not haro 
thrown a shot over her, before she was close under the 
Spanish batteries ; therefore, charged as I was with a pacific 
^lission^ I attempted not to chace, suffering her rather to 
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enter the port unmoleHied, than do any thing -which might 
at. tall derange the new aspect of a;ffiiira« But I claimed 
her of the Spanish government, as you will perceive by my 
letter numbered 1. 

Having stood close in to the town, and sent an officer in a 
boat under a flag of truce, with my letters to the Comman- 
dant of La Guira, and to the Captain-General of Venezuela, 
he was met by another boat, who took them from him, and 
we stood out to sea. 

The next morning (the 16th) a white flag being hoisted 
on shore^ I anchored close under the town, and having left 
orders with my first lieutenant, to be in constant preparation 
fior battle^ to be ready to cut or slip, and to act offensively 
against whoever might be the aggressor; to suffer no com<« 
munication whatever with either vessels or the shore, until 
jAf returti, aud at all events to chace and seize the French 
brig, if she attempted to go to sea ; I started off for the 
Caraccas* 

. Just before I set out on the journey, the Captain of the 
French brig returned, exceedingly displeased (I was told)'^ 
having been publicly insulted in the capital. 

About three o'clock I arrived at the city, and presented 
your despatches to the Captain-general* who received me 
very coldly, or rather uncivilly, observing that the hour was 
very inconvenient to him or to me, and that as 1 had not 
dined, I had better go and get some dinner, and return to 
him in a couple of hours. My reception was not, certainly, 
what was due to me from my rank and mission ; I was not 
even asked to sit down, nor could the meanest officer have 
been treated with more neglect* 

• On entering the city, I had observed a great effervescence 
among the people, an undulation (if I may so express my->. 
sdf) which either precedes or follows a popular commotion ; 
and, as I entered the hotel, I was surrounded by inhabi- 
tants of almost every class^ all of them clamorous fornews^ 
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The French captain, who arrived yesterday morning, 
brought intelligence of every thing which had taken place 
in Spain, in favonr of France, announced the accession of 
Joseph Napoleon to ihe Spanish throne, and conveyed orden 
to the Governor from the French Emperor. The town was 
immediately in arms. Ten thousand of its inhabitants sur- 
rounded the residence of the Captain-general, demanding 
the proclamation of Ferdinand the Seventh, as their King', 
which he promised to do the next day; but this would not 
satisfy them. They proclaimed him in form, by heralds, 
throughout the city that same evening, and placed bis por- 
trait, illuminated, in the gallery of the Town-house. 

The French were first publicly insulted in the coflTee- 
house, whence they were obliged to withdraw. The captain 
left the Caraccas privately, about eight o'clock that night, 
escorted by a detachment of soldiers, and so saved his life ; 
for about ten o'clock his person was demanded of the Gover- 
nor, by the populace^ and when they learned that he was 
gone, three hundred followed him on the road to put him to 
death. 

Coldly received by the Governor, 1 was, on the contrarj^ 
surrounded by all the respectable people of the city, the 
military officers included, and hailed as their deliverer. 
The news which I gave them from Cadiz was devoured witli 
avidity, and produced enthusiastic shouts of gratitude to 
England. 

Returning to the Captain-general about five o'clock, the 
first thing I demanded was, the delivery to me of the French 
corvette, or at least the permission to take possession of her 
in the roa()s. At the same time, I told him that, if she was 
not in the hands of the Spaniards on my. return, I should 
take her myself. He replied that he would send orders to 
the Commandant of La Guira to fire upon me if I did ; to 
which I simply replied, that the consequence would fall 
upon him ; and I further told him, that I considered his 
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reiieption of me as rather that of an enemy, than of a friend 
he having treated the French captain with greater distinc- 
tion, though he kn^w that Spain was at war with France. 
He repUed that Spain had not commenced hostilities with 
France ;.npon which I asked him what he considered as 
war^ if the captivity of two of his kings, and the .taking pos- 
aiession of their capital, was not to.be so considered? He 
only said that he knew nothing of it from the Spanish 
government, and that what your despatches informed him 
of he could not consider as official. Feeling indignant at 
the suspicion entertained^ though not openly avowed by him^ 
that my despatches were mere fabrications, I expatiated 
with considerable warmth on the folly and the injustice of 
such surmises^ and in language so strong, that the inter- 
preter frequently hesitated before he would translate it; I 
insisted, however^ that this should be literally done. 

The translation of your despatches not being finished that 
evening, I was. promised an answer on the subject of the 
brig at eight o'clock the next morning. Anxious to get 
back to my ship, I had intended to have left the Caraccas at 
daylight, but this promise, added to the consideration that, 
in the present perturbed state of the public mind, I might 
render essential service to my country by remaining in the 
city, induced me to delay my departure. 

About eight o'clock in the evening I returned to my 
hotel, which was still as crowded as before. The people 
having had time to reflect on the.contradictory 'reports (for 
reports only had transpired to them) brought by the Frendi- 
man and myself, they were greatly puzzled, and it was my 
employment, till near midnight, to relate events, explain 
circumstances, answer questions, dissipate the doubts of some, 
and confirm the wavering opinions of others, as to the truth 
of the intelligence which I had coomianicated to diem. 
The general objection to the absolute bdief (rf" aU I had 
asserted being summed up in these woids: ^ If your ad- 
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miral from Cadiz could find time to brammit 16 tis^tlik 
intelligence, how hftppens it that we heax nothing Yt0tt'^htft 
own government, the Provisional Junta ? Why did tb^-^ot 
wn0 also ?''— To all whiph I could only reply^ tbat t^elS^i 
lish admiral would write despatches in three mtticttes,*>%U£ 
wight take the junta three days to decide upon. Tfmflhe 
vessel which brought them had ft remarkably quidc |>sk$a^ 
and that I doubted not but Spanish vesseta wttb tha pibpfai 
aecoimts weie already on their way ; and proUtbly litere 
9ear to La Gaira. :; u^ n;iu> 

Imagination was so much on the rack, asevento^aggesl 
Ihat the French brig was in reality an Englisb one, a^at in 
as a means of introducing myself to the capital; thpit'I^iisfd 
actually broug^ no intelligence, and that I w$b, in'fdb%I& 
spy! These various rnmours, however, did not pt^veM^my 
beiiig able to ascertain, that the English party wem 'itffi-^ 
nibdy the most numerous and respectable, and thatit^iraii 
dai^erous to be suspected even to be of the Frenck. / Befott0 
I left^ the inhabitants^ who had formerly undn}ged> ttem*^ 
selves in the custom of furnishing their roonM^ witli the' poi^ 
tcaits of Bonaparte and his generals, burnt all tfaoBe^fthe 
fimner, and turned to the wall the faces of the latter. ' 

. This evening the Captain-general sent an order to tbe 
French troops here (about forty of one hundred that came ^ 
year ago from Guadaloupe) to remain in their quhrtet^, 
a^nce, if they appeared in the streets, he could not be respoii* 
sibk for theif security, : ^ ^ 

. At eight o'clock on the following morning, I again visited' 
the Captain-general; a junta extraordinary had been eon^* 
vened, and he requested that I' would not depart till they 
bnoke up, when: I shouM have an answer to my letter, asidt 
t^t to yourifespafcbes should be forwarded to me in a day' 
CM* two. For fear long hours, that is, until twelve o'clock, I 
iWteduBdetaPiaaaa^ amongst the clerks and domestics, 4br 
the result of.tbjs es^tiaordinary meeting, when his Excelleicoy 
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,.Vexfi^« btigufid, 1ifMrfU(sp}|; md 4i«tipp(im »> witii 

thi$ CaptaiA-geoerel only, I took my limVfl of him* wA quitr 
H^Caisccas.itboQt two o'clock. 

> i During the twenty-three hours that I remained in the 
mt/f I. waa neither an idle spectator nor inattentive observer 
^ the general movements, or opinions q( its tnhabitantsi; 
and# 9S fiur as so short a residence could enable me to 
form any judgment, I may venture to pronounce that they 
are extreoaely loyal and passionatdy attached to th^ Spa- 
nish-branch of the Bourbon family; and so kng as theile 
is ady .probability of Ferdinand the Seventh returning; to 
Madrid, th^ will remain attached to their parent conntrj/u 
But if that event does not soon occur, I think I can with equ^ 
certainty affirm, that they will declare themselvea iibAbm 
pendent, in which, or in both cases indeed, but moare- pBjr^ 
ticulariy in the latter, they look to an alliance with England 
as the only means of securing their freedom, and encoura^i 
ing their commerce. 

Conceiving it of importance to forward to you a rek»r 
tion of what has already passed, I dispatch Le Serpent 
with this oommunication, meaning to remain here^ either 
at anchor, or under weighs according to circumstances; 
imtil I receive your further orders; I am the more i»^ 
ctined to*' do this, because I think some change wiU take 
place in the actual government of this province^ ere miiiify 
days have elapsed ; for the palsied hands .of the pfesifent 
chief are ill calculated to hold its reins^ m the'prdsait 
crisis. In such a moment^ I conceive that aa Eil^isb 
frigate being, on the spot may render esaential. senkce; 
both to Edigland and Yeneznda. Had.][ anyi authdfit^' 
so to do, I should iiot de3{Mir of .faeii^ ablet to' cencluda a 
treaty of commerce with this^ province^ ^fbatjtniDuM-!be' 
iHg^y heMficial to both thfi-contnaotfatgtparticb.*^ > ">• "i 
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I beg of yoa, Sir» to make aUowwice fer the haete in 
which I have been obliged to write this fetter, oawiUiag 
to detain the vessel whidi carries it, while one more cor- 
rect might have been penned. 

I have the honour to be, ftc. 

P. Bbavbb. 

To ih» Han. Sir A. Cochrane, K.B. ^. ^e. 



PINIS. 



.toBSan : Pitatid bf W. Cmntsb, Smnltort Stnet. 
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